THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


Library  Reopens 
In  March  After 
Two-Year  Facelift 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Two  years,  three  weeks,  and  five  days 
after  it  closed  for  renovation,  the  Noe 
Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library  will 
reopen  next  month  with  great  pomp  and 
circumstance. 

On  March  8,  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
will  cut  the  ceremonial  ribbon  and  give 
the  public  its  first  look  inside  the  historic 
Carnegie  library  at  45 1  Jersey  Street.  Dis¬ 
trict  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  and  City 
Librarian  Luis  Herrera  will  join  in  the  1 
p.m.  grand  reopening — the  latest  hooray 
in  the  city’s  $106  million  campaign  to 
renovate  17  branch  libraries. 

“It’s  very  nice,”  said  Alice  McCloud, 
who  was  appointed  branch  manager  sev¬ 
eral  months  after  the  library  shut  down  in 
February  2006  for  $5.7  million  in  im¬ 
provements.  “It  looks  so  much  brighter 
and  lighter.” 

The  long-awaited  reopening  also  will 
set  off  a  weeklong  celebration  of  literary 
events  at  neighborhood  bookstores,  rest¬ 
aurants,  and  the  Saturday  Farmers’.Mar- 
ket  on  24th  Street. 

“Everybody  is  really  excited  that  the 
library  is  reopening,”  said  Kim  Drew, 
chair  of  the  Noe  Valley  Library  Cam¬ 
paign,  which  helped  raised  more  than 
$200,000  in  private  donations  for  the 
branch.  Its  return  fills  one  of  the  “gaping 
holes”  in  the  community’s  civic  fabric, 
she  said. 

Worries  that  the  nearly  100-year-old 
building  might  be  dangerous  in  a  major 
earthquake — and  the  need  to  bring  the  fa¬ 
cility  into  the  modem  era — prompted  the 
facelift,  which  was  accomplished  by 
Carey  &  Company  Architecture  of  San 
Francisco.  The  building’s  reincarnation 
would  no  doubt  please  philanthropist  An¬ 
drew  Carnegie,  whose  generosity  helped 
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Dog  Rescuer 
Rebounds  from 
Devastating  Fire 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 


As  victims  of  tragedy  know  all  too 
well,  what  takes  years  to  build  can 
suffer  destruction  in  a  matter  of  moments. 
That  sad  truth  hit  home,  quite  literally,  for 
Rocket  Dog  Rescue  founder  Pali  Boucher 
just  days  before  Christmas,  when  fire 
sent  her  Ellsworth  Street  apartment  near 
Bernal  Heights  up  in  flames,  claiming  the 
lives  of  five  defenseless  animals. 

Around  11  a.m.  on  Friday,  Dec.  21, 
Boucher,  whose  monthly  24tlr  Street 
adoption  fairs  have  brought  dogs  into 
many  a  loving  Noe  Valley  home,  laid  out 
blankets  and  fresh  water  for  three  foster 
dogs  in  her  care.  Three  additional  dogs, 
Boucher’s  own  pets,  were  out  on  their 
regular  Friday  walk  with  a  dog  walker. 
She  said  goodbye  to  the  dogs,  her  cheeky 
pet  parrot  Chester,  and  an  injured  pigeon 
she  had  taken  in,  before  heading  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Pet  Company  to  buy  food. 

“I  gave  all  of  them  little  kisses  and 
said,  ‘I’ll  be  back,’  and  within  minutes, 
there  was  so  much  devastation,”  Boucher 
recalls. 


Rocket  Dog  founder  Pali  Boucher  lost  her  home  and  five  animals  in  a  fire  Dec.  21 .  But  she 
will  continue  her  dog  rescue  mission  with  the  help  of  friends  and  her  trusty  hound  Elwood. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Not  a  half-hour  after  she’d  left, 
Boucher  received  a  call  from  a  neighbor. 
Her  house,  the  top  floor  in  a  duplex  with 
a  yard  for  the  dogs  to  play  in,  was  on  fire. 
When  she  arrived  at  the  scene  soon  after, 
seven  firetrucks  were  there,  but  her  apart¬ 
ment  and  all  its  contents  had  already  been 


eaten  up  by  the  flames.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  was  pegged  on  faulty  wiring  inside 
the  building’s  walls. 

“Everything  in  the  house  was  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  windows  were  blasted  out, 
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When  Cupid  Follows  You  to  Work:  How  3  Couples  Keep  It  Going 


Partners  in  love  and  work  for  more  than  15  years,  Max  Braud  and  Diana  Barrand  will  likely  spend  Valentine’s  Day  tending  the  hearts  of  their 
customers  at  Le  Zinc,  their  romantic  French  bistro  on  24th  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


They’ll  Always  Have  Paris... 
and  24th  Street 

Diana  Barrand  and  Max  Braud  met  in 
Paris  23  years  ago,  when  they  worked  at 
the  same  bank.  Barrand  had  been  there  for 
a  couple  of  years;  Braud  was  working  in 
foreign  exchange  rates  while  helping  out 
with  his  family’s  brasserie  on  the  side. 

Soon,  though,  Braud  felt  the  pull  of  his 
family’s  cafe-owning  history  and  opened 


By  Heidi  Anderson 

Come  Valentine's  Day,  there  will  be 
more  romance  brewing  behind 
some  Noe  Valley  storefronts  than  con¬ 
tained  in  all  the  heart-shaped  prod¬ 
ucts  on  the  shelves.  Here’s  a  glimpse 
of  three  Noe  Valley  couples  who  live 
and  work  together — and  haven’t  got¬ 
ten  tired  of  either. 


his  own  small  wine  bar  as  a  hobby.  When 
it  became  his  sole  occupation  and  he 
needed  some  help,  Barrand  jumped  in. 

“I  was  ready  for  a  change,”  she  says. 

The  wine  bar  did  fine;  their  romance 
even  better;  they  wound  up  married.  As 
for  the  wine  bar,  both  had  enough  busi¬ 
ness  sense  to  see  they  needed  to  expand 


CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  17 
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Valentine  Smile.  Youngsters  Seneca  and  Darius  put  on  the  charm  while  shopping  at  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers  on  Castro  St.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Affordable  Co  Advertising  is  Coming  to  Noe  Valley 
Call  Steve  at  415-239-1 1 14 
to  find  out  how  easy  it  is  to  look  great! 
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TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the 
Handyperson 

Mon."Fri. 

9-5:30 

Sat.  9-5 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
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N  DC 

REMEMBER  TO 


VOTE 

FEBRUARY  5 


—  City  Propositions  — 


A  -  YES  —  Clean  and  Safe  Neighborhood  Parks  Bonds 
B  -  YES  —  Police  Deferred  Retirement  Option 
C  -  NO  —  Alcatraz  Island  Peace  Center  Policy  Statement 


—  State  Propositions  — 


91  -  NO  —  Transportation  Funding 

92  -  YES  —  Community  College  Funding 

93  -  YES  —  Term  Limits  Reform 

94  -  NO  —  Indian  Gaming  Compact  Amendment, 

Pechanga  Bond 

95  -  NO  —  Indian  Gaming  Compact  Amendment, 

Moronga  Band 

96  -  NO  —  Indian  Gaming  Compact  Amendment, 

Sycuan  Band 

97  -  NO  —  Indian  Gaming  Compact  Amendment, 

Agua  Caliente  Band 


The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  meets  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each  month,  7:30  pm. 

WWW.NOEVALLEYDEMS.ORG 


Paid  political  advertisement.  Paid  for  by  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club,  FPPC  ID#  963103. 
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PERFORMANCE  IS  THE  BOTTOM  LINE. 


SOLD 


3976  25th  Street 


946  Elizabeth  Street 


22 1 6-22 1 8  Castro  Street 


3rd  Highest  Price  Ever  for  a 
SFR  in  Noe  -  S2.9MM 


Sold  in  Seven  Days 
$2,675,000 


Two  Condominiums 
$  1 .02MM  &  S1.4MM 


Two  Condominiums 
S1.3MM  &  S1.35MM 


SOLD 


2740-42  Filbert  Street  •  2nd  Highest  Price  Ever  for 
Two  Units  in  SF  -  S4.8MM 


942  Chenery  Street  •  $871  per  foot  in  Glen  Park 
$1,412,000 


55  Prosper  Street  •  Expansion  Potential 
Castro  District  $980,000  -  $1,000  per  foot 


RANKED  5TH  OF  PACIFIC  UNION  SF  AGENTS 
IN  TOP  1%  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  AGENTS 
17  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 


Travis  Pacoe 

415.260.0480  tpacoe@pacunion.com 
www.pacoeassociates.com 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


Start  your  New  Year 
in  good  health. 


Shake  off  the  holidays  and  begin  2008  with  a  comprehesive 
visit  for  your  health. 

We're  an  integrative  family  medical  practice  offering  you 
a  unique  blend  of  traditional  and  complementary  medicine 
-  all  in  one,  accessible  neighborhood  setting. 

For  a  nominal  membership  fee  of  just  $1  29/yr, 
we're  able  to  offer  you: 

-  same-day  appointments  that  start  on  time 

-  specialty  care  in  naturopathic  medicine,  acupuncture 
Ch  inese  herbs,  and  certified  nutritional  counseling 

-  traditional  family  medical  services 

-  convenient  e-mail  and  online  access  to  your  provider 

We  accept  most  forms  of  insurance' including  HMO,  PPO 
and  Medicare. 

The  Noe  Valley  Clinic 
3901  23rd  St  (near  Sanchez) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  830-4742 

To  learn  more,  come  visit  us  in  person  or  at: 

www.noeclinic.com 
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OPEN  YOUR  IRA  TODAY! 


With  10,000  offices  to  serve  you  -  3  here  in  Noe  Valley 


INVESTMENTS  &  SERVICES 


At  Edward  Jones,  we  understand  why  you’re  investing.  You  have  specific  financial  goals  and 
the  desire  to  provide  for  yourself  and  your  loved  ones. 

Because  we  serve  individual  investors  and  business  owners,  all  of  our  energy  and  resources 
are  dedicated  to  helping  you-  reach  your  long-term  financial  goals.  That’s  why  we  live  and 
work  in  your  community. 

Rather  than  chasing  the  latest  fad,  we  recommend  a  diversified  mix  of  investments  that  we 
believe  will  perform  well  over  the  long  term  while  managing  risk.  By  meeting  in  person  and 
on  a  regular  basis,  we  can  offer  investment  strategies  that  are  specifically  designed  for  you. 


Edward  Jones  ranked  “Highest  in  Investor  Satisfaction  With 
Full  Service  Brokerage  Firms,  Two  Years  in  a  Row” 

Edward  Jones  received  the  highest  numerical  score  two  years  in  a  row  among  full 
service  brokerage  firms  in  the  proprietary  J.D.  Power  and  Associates  2005-2006  Full 
Service  Investor  Satisfaction  Study.*  2006  study  based  on  5,064  total  responses 
measuring  20  brokerage  firms  and  measures  opinions  of  investors  who  used  full- 
service  investment  institutions.  Proprietary  study  results  are  based  on  experiences 
and  perceptions  of  consumers  surveyed  from  November  2005  to  January  2006.  Your 
experiences  may  vary.  Visitjdpower.com. 


Annuities 

Fixed 

Immediate 

Variable 

Banking  Services 

Cash  Management 
Programs 

Check  Writing  and  * 
Debit  Cards 

Credit  Cards  with 
Rewards 

Direct  Deposit 

Money  Market  Funds 

Mortgages  and  Home 
Equity  Financing1 

Online  Bill  Payment 

Personal  Lines  of 
Credit2 


Business  Retirement 
Plans 

401(k)s 

403(b)s 

457(b)s 

Defined  Benefit 

Profit-sharing 

SEP  IRAs 

SIMPLE  IRAs 

Education  Savings 

529  Plans 

Coverdell  Education 
Savings  Accounts 

Equity  Investments 

Common  Stocks 

Stock  Unit  Investment 
Trusts 

Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  Services3 


Equity  Research 
Financial  Calculators 

Cost  Basis 
Education  Savings 
•  Estate  Considerations 
Insurance  Needs 
Retirement 
Tax  Estimators 

Fixed-income 

Investments 

Bond  Unit  Investment 
Trusts 

Bonds 

-  Corporate 

-  Government 

-  Government-spon¬ 
sored  Enterprise 
Notes 

-  Mortgage-backed 
Securities 


-  Municipal 

-  Zero  Coupon 

Certificates  of 
Deposit 

Individual 

Retirement  Accounts 

Roth  IRAs 
Traditional  IRAs 

Insurance 

Health  Insurance4 

Health  Savings 
Accounts4 

Long-term  Care 

Long-term  Disability 

Medicare  Supplement 

Permanent  Life 

Term  Life 

Investment  Banking 


Investor  Education 
Programs 

Managed  Account 
Program5 

Mutual  Funds 

Online  Account 
Access 

Personal  Financial 
Organizer 

Portfolio  and 
Retirement  Plan 
Reviews 

Retirement  Plan 
Rollovers  and 
Consolidation 

Systematic  Investing6 

Dividend  and  Income 
Reinvestment 

Monthly  Investing 
Program 


f 


Thomas  Bennett 

Financial  Advisor 

4360  19th  Street 
San  Francisco  94114 
(415)  861-2327 
Ca  Ins.  Lie.  0C24309 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Financial  Advisor 

4190  24th  Street 
at  Diamond  -  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco  94114 
(415)  282-4079  or 
(877)  282-7588 
Ca  Ins.  Lie.  0C24309 

www.edwardjones.com 


Gary  Norman 

Financial  Advisor 

1772  Church  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 
(415)  282-5685 
Ca  Ins.  Lie.  OC24309 


1  Financing  is  provided  by  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC,  an  affiliate  of  Edward  Jones.  Edward  Jones  Mortgage, 
LLC  is  licensed  by  the  Department  of  Corporations  under  the  California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending  Act,  is 
licensed  by  the  New  Hampshire  Banking  Department  and  is  a  Kansas  Licensed  Mortgage  Company  at  27 10  5th 
Avenue  South,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  (License  #  2002-4426).  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC  may  not  be 
available  in  your  area.  If  this  is  the  case,  your  request  will  be  forwarded  to  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage,  a 
division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.  to  assist  you.  Equal  Housing  Lenders.  Home  equity  lines  of  credit  secured  by 
homestead  properties  are  not  available  in  Texas.  ©2006  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC.  All  rights  reserved. 

-  Our  Personal  Line  of  Credit  is  a  margin  account  Borrowing  against  securities  has  its  risks  and  is  not  appropriate 
for  everyone.  If  thevalue  of  your  collateral  declines,  you  may  be  required  to  deposit  cash  or  additional  securities, 
or  the  securities  in  your  account  may  be  sold  to  meet  the  margin-call.  Interest  will  begin  to  accrue  from  the  date 
of  the  loan  and  be  charged  to  the  account.  Available  only  on  certain  types  of  accounts. 

1  Trust  services  and/or  investment  advisory  services  are  provided  by  the  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company,  an 
affiliate  of  Edward  D.  Jones  &  Co.,  L.P.  ("Edward  Jones"),  a  registered  broker-dealer.  The  Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  and  Edward  Jones  are  subsidiaries  of  the  Jones  Financial  Companies.  L.L.L.P.  Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  is  a  registered  investment  adviser  and  may  utilize  Edward  Jones  or  other  affiliates  to  act  as  a  broker- 
dealer  for  transactions  or  for  other  services.  Payments  of  such  services  generally  will  be  charged  as  an  expense 
to  the  trust  and  will  not  reduce  the  amount  of  fees  payable  to  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company. 

‘  Health  insurance  and  Health  Savings  Accounts  are  offered  through  Assurant  Health.  Not  available  in  all  states. 

5  Edward  Jones  is  a  dually  registered  broker-dealer  and  investment  adviser.  The  Managed  Account  Program  is  an 
Edward  Jones  investment  advisory  product. 

‘  Systematic  investing  does  not  ensure  a  profit  or  protect  against  loss  in  declining  markets. 


www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Edwardjones 

MAKING  SENSE  OF  INVESTING 
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CREHMERY 


- 1  &  BRKESHOP  I - 


ffm  fumdcnafted 
ice  cxearn  <£  connections 
featuring. 

Stums  Organic  2)ai*g, 
uis  it  us  at 

3692 -  18th  Street 

at  Qelw&s 


www.biritecreamery.com 


You  are 

what 


purveyors  of 
farm  direct 
and  locally 

produced  at/itTE 


»  SINCE  I  940  * 


foods 


MARKET 


3639  -  18th  Street 

(btwn  Guerero  &  Dolores) 


www.biritemarket.com 


TO  MY  BEAUTIFUL 
VALENTINE! 


Surprise  your  Sweetie! 


Give  your  Gift  Certificate  Today! 


Photography  Studio 
in  Noe  Valley 


,4  /  FIMA 

V  PHOTOGRAPHY 

41 5-641-1010 

1414  Castro  St, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

(BETWEEN  25th  AND  JERSEY) 
WWW.  F I M  A  PH OTOG  RA  P  H  Y.CO M 
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COLD  W  ELL  BANKER  I  californiamoves.com 


Coming  Soon! 

GLEN  PARK/FAiRMOUNT  HEIGHTS 
VIEW  HOME 

This  fully  detached,  three  bedroom  and  two  bath 
home  on  two  levels  features  hardwood  floors,  a 
fireplace  and  formal  dining  room.  Oversized  lot 
with  large  front  and  back  yards.  Lots  of  windows 
and  light  -  lovely!  Wonderful  street  with 
BART/MUNI  nearby. 

Price  Available  Upon  Request 


Katharine  Holland 
415.437.4588 

KatharineHolland.com 


Jim  Laufenberg 
415.621.41  14 

Lisa  Camozzi 
415.412.3120 

SF-Realty.com 


TWIN  PEAKS  CHARMER 

Two-level  unit  with  wonderful  views  of  the 
San  Francisco  skyline  and  Bay.  Set  against  a  serene 
hilltop.  Remodeled  eat-in  kitchen  with  newer 
appliances  and  granite  countertops.  Newly  painted 
interior  and  carpet.  Wood-burning  fireplace. 
One-car  parking.  Designated  storage  room. 

$649,000 


SOPHISTICATED  CHARM 

This  wonderful,  lower  level  fiat  has  been  renovated 
blending  beautiful  original  details  with  modern 
amenities  and  stylish  finishes.  Spacious  floor  plan 
features  three  bedrooms,  two  full  baths  and  a  large  _ 
FDR/family  room.  Open  kitchen  with  granite 
counters,  maple  cabinets,  Bosch  stainless  steel 
appliances,  open  bar  eating  counter  and  separate 
dining  area.  In-unit  laundry,  high  coved  ceilings, 
wainscoting,  softwood  floors,  two  lovely  decor 
fireplaces,  large  shared  patio  garden. 

$740,000 


B.J.  Droubi 
415.437.4594 


Lamisse  Droubi 
415.437.4595 


DroubiTeam.com 


Coming  Soon! 

URBAN  ELEGANCE 

Beautiful  two-level  residence  in  the  much  sought  after  Upper  Market/Noe 
Valley  corridor. This  two  bedroom  and  two  bath  home  features  a  flexible 
floor  plan,  hardwood  floors  remodeled  kitchen  and  baths,  decks  and  yard 
with  many  mature  trees.  Parking,  updated  systems  and  possible  second  unit 
make  this  a  wonderful  home. 

Marilyn  Picariello  $1,295,000 

415.437.4516 

FredandMarilyn.com 

Coldwell  Banker 
San  Francisco  Market  Street 

2355  Market  Street 

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE  415.437.4500 

©2007  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  Coldwell  Banker  is  a  registered  trademark  licensed  to  Coldwell  Banker  Real  Estate  LLC.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Company.  Equal  Housing  Opportunity.  Owned  And  Operated  By  NRT  LLC. 


COLDIXJeU. 
BANKER  □ 


Fred  Villanova 
415.437.4515 
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JANE  IVORY 

BROKER  ASSOCIATE 

tel  (415)  564-7001 
jivory@hill-co.com 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


3899  24th  St 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

janeivory.com 


Your  200%  Solution  to  Buying  and  Selling  San  Francisco  Real  Estate 
I  8  successful  years  in  San  Francisco  Real  Estate 


Yes,  location  is  important,  but  it  can’t  be  changed.  But 
positioning,  strategy  and  control  not  only  can  change, 
move  and  be  negotiated,  they  are  the  keys  to  winning 
in  any  market  whether  you’re  a  buyer  or  seller. 


Everyone  talks  about 


Isn’t  it  time  we  met? 


3 


r\c\Og 


9  be<A0° 


3  Q2/s 


location,  location,  location 


I  talk  about  getting  you  the  strongest  positioning 
in  the  market,  choosing  a  strategy  to  get  you  the  highest 
price  possible,  and  setting  in  motion  a  plan  to  keep  you 
in  control  of  the  transaction  from  the  very  beginning. 


\9S  &e 


aeon 


$o\d ' 


to 


Green  Design 
is 

Good  Design 


SOLUTIONS 

4291  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


Ph:  415.648.6561 
Fx:  415.643.8572 


sfdesignsolutions.com 

CA# 7661 25 
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The  City’s  Best. 

You’ll  often  see  ads  from  brokerages  congratulating  their  Top  Producers.  We  instead  would  like  to 
congratulate  and  thank  all  the  clients  who  chose  to  be  represented  by  these  fine  agents  and  brokers,  our  2007  top  producers. 


Stephen  Moore 


Jacqueline  NeJaime 


Eddie  O’Sullivan 


Yola  Haddad  Ozturk 


Paula  Pagano ' 


Grace  Shohet 


Donna  Sullivan 


Shelly  Sutherland 


Robert  Vernon 


Dianne  Weaver 


Eva  A.  Daniel 


Michelle  Long 


Malcolm  Post 


Penny  Welles 


Cathy  Devito 


Patti  Medin 


Ron  Sebahar 


Lucy  Yeung 


(41 5)  824-1 1 00  •  www.hill-co.com 
Noe  Valley  Office:  3899  24th  Street 
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Donna  Sullivan 

415-321-4380 
donnahouse@aol.com 
www.RealEstatePonna.com 
3899  24th  Street  @  Sanchez 
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HILL  &  CO. 


www.1 62PuncanStreet.com 


AESTHETIC 


DENTISTRY 

-  ■■  OF  — " 

NOE  VALLEY 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 


u 


ft  .  I 


FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


Call  for  Consultation 


OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 

jnmr  r-  *  Gum  Lf‘ 

LbRcL  •  |mp|an,s 

•  Zoom  Teeth  Whiteninq 

Un  e-visit  dentistry  a 

We  know  your  time  is  valuable.  That's  why  we've  invested  in  CEREC  technology 
that  allows  for  a  faster  experience  when  you  need  crowns,  fillings,  or  veneers. 

With  CEREC,  there's  no  need  for  a  temporary  and  return  visit.  Everything  is 
usually  done  in  one  visit,  in  about  an  hour  -  leaving  more  time  for  whatever  is 
important  to  you.  Ask  us  about  CEREC  today. 

462  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond  *  415.285.7007 
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Celebration  for  Bob  Johnson 

Editor: 

Bob  Johnson  passed  away  on  Jan.  3, 
2008,  in  his  home  overlooking  his 
beloved  city.  He  was  surrounded  by  his 
family  when  he  passed  away.  He  was  a 
native  of  California  and  a  resident  of  San 
Francisco  for  the  past  95  years.  He  was 
the  “Tamale  in  Our  Midst”  in  your  pages 
[November  2006  Voice],  as  he  owned  and 
operated  Johnson’s  Tamale  Grotto  for 
many  years.  He  had  lived  on  Liberty  Hill 
for  over  60  years.  Bob  died  as  he  lived, 
his  way. 

As  a  tribute  to  a  wonderful  life,  an  open 
house  will  be  held  in  his  honor  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Feb  16,  from  1  to  5  pm  at  400  Lib¬ 
erty  Street,  Apt.  4.  Anyone  who  knew 
Bob  is  invited  to  attend.  He  loved  Noe 
Valley,  and  we  his  family  are  so  appre¬ 
ciative  of  the  many  kind  and  caring  peo¬ 
ple  who  shared  a  hello  and  a  smile  with 
Bob  on  his  daily  outings  to  24th  Street. 

Bob’s  family  would  like  to  extend 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  staff  at  Savor,  the 
merchants  of  24th  Street,  and  Bob’s  Lib¬ 
erty  Hill  neighbors,  who  were  so  kind  and 
caring  through  the  years. 

Please  come,  share  a  story,  and  a  laugh 
for  this  wonderful  man. 

Chris,  Cathy,  Clark,  and  Craig  Haley 
Cathy  Mowbray 
472-205  Debi  Drive 
Susanville,  CA  96130 
cathysingletary@hotmail.com 

An  Accident  Waiting  to  Happen 

Editor: 

I'm  writing  to  express  my  concern  over 
the  safety  of  pedestrians  in  our  area.  I 
walk  to  my  gym  on  Church  Street  in  the 
morning,  and  at  least  once  a  week  I  am 
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Ninety-six-year-old  Bob  Johnson  was  still 
driving  his  red  Mercedes  convertible  with 
the  “Tamale”  license  plate  when  the  Voice 
wrote  a  story  about  him  in  2006.  Friends 
and  family  will  celebrate  his  life  on  Feb.  16 
at  400  Liberty  Street.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 

almost  run  over  by  a  driver  who  isn’t  pay¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  crosswalks  (or  the 
pedestrians  in  those  crosswalks).  Drivers 
frequently  go  right  through  the  intersec¬ 
tions  without  stopping. 

This  problem  isn’t  just  occurring  in  the 
morning.  One  Sunday  afternoon,  I  saw 
two  drivers  rolling  through  intersec¬ 
tions — one  on  a  cell  phone,  one  just  not 
paying  attention.  Can  you  imagine  the 
consequences  if  even  one  pedestrian  is  hit 
in  our  neighborhood? 

To  Noe  drivers:  Please  be  more  obser¬ 
vant  of  your  surroundings.  Stop  com¬ 
pletely  at  stop  signs,  and  look  both  ways 
at  the  crosswalk  before  you  go  through  an 
intersection. 

To  Noe  pedestrians,  joggers,  and  dogs: 
Please  be  extraobservant  and  aware  of  the 
cars  that  share  the  streets  with  you. 

Karen  Halstead 
27th  Street 

Marathoners  Come  of  Age 

Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Kay  Teiber  on  com¬ 
pleting  yet  another  marathon  [“No  Finish 
Line  in  Sight  for  Noe  Marathoner,”  De¬ 
cember  2007/January  2008  Voice],  Very 
impressive!  I  too  am  a  Noe  Valley  runner 
who  started  running  in  her  40s  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  I  still  run  here  some 
days.  Unlike  Kay,  however,  I  haven’t  run 
a  marathon,  although  I  completed  my  first 
half-marathon  last  year  and  am  planning 
to  do  another  in  February. 

I  am  writing  because  Kay  expressed  a 
wish  to  run  with  more  people  of  her  own 
generation — people  in  their  60s  and  up. 
Well,  I  can  help!  I  am  a  member  of  a  run¬ 
ning  club  called  Dolphin  South  End  Run¬ 
ners  (DSE).  It  was  founded  in  1966  and 
is  the  oldest  and  largest  running  club  in 
San  Francisco.  We  are  a  group  of  runners 
of  all  stripes:  fast,  medium,  slow.. .young, 
middle-aged,  and  not  so  young,  including 
runners  in  their  70s. 

I’d  like  to  invite  Kay  or  any  other  Noe 
Valley  resident  to  try  one  of  the  weekly 
races  in  and  around  San  Francisco  (most 
Sundays)  or  one  of  our  training  runs  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  (every  Saturday). 
There  is  no  commitment  required,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  few  runs,  you  will  be  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  this  is  the  place  for  you.  I  joined 
four  years  ago,  after  just  two  “visits.” 

If  you'd  like  to  learn  more  about  DSE, 
go  to  http:lldserunners.com.  Check  out 
past  race  results  and  the  photo  gallery  to 
get  an  idea  of  the  diversity  among  our 
runners.  And  if  you'd  like  to  talk  to  me 
about  the  club  or  running,  email  me  at 
suzana@netM’orkl  72.com. 

In  the  meantime,  keep  on  running! 

Suzana  Seban 
Clipper  Street 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to  the  editor. 
Email  editor@noevalleyvoice.com.  Please  in¬ 
clude  your  full  name,  address,  and  a  phone  number. 
(Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for  pub¬ 
lication.)  Letters  may  be  edited  for  brevity  or  clar¬ 
ity.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


A  Dog  Run 
Dedicated  to  Joby 

The  new  dog  run  at  the  Upper  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Recreation  Center  is  finally  near¬ 
ing  completion,  but  the  pivotal  force  that 
fought  for  it  for  the  past  nine  years  is 
gone.  Joby  Shinoff,  a  22-year  resident  of 
Church  Street,  lost  his  fight  with  multiple 
myeloma  On  Nov.  1 9, 2007.  Now  we  who 
will  benefit  from  his  efforts  want  to  re¬ 
member  Joby  by  naming  the  dog  run  af¬ 
ter  him. 

In  the  1990s,  the  field  at  the  rec  center 
was  closed  to  the  many  dogs  who  had 
used  it  each  morning  and  evening.  Joby 
started  a  signature  campaign  to  have  a  fa¬ 
cility  where  dogs  could  play  off-leash.  He 
worked  with  the  city’s  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  for  many  months,  and  a 
temporary  dog  run  was  established.  For 
the  next  eight  years,  he  continued  to  work 
with  perseverance  and  patience  to  get  a 
permanent  dog  run  built — with  lights,  a 
drinking  fountain,  benches,  trees,  and  prop¬ 
er  fencing.  He  never  waivered  from  his 
goal  despite  many  obstacles,  and  he  never 
lost  his  sense  of  fairness  or  sense  of  humor. 

Joby  adored  his  wife  Holly  and  his 
daughter,  Amy  Bonvini,  who  currently 
lives  in  Italy.  But  Joby ’s  devotion  to  dogs, 
especially  his  yellow  lab  Lily,  was  leg¬ 
endary.  Knowing  this.  Holly  held  Joby’s 
surprise  birthday  party  in  the  Upper  Noe 
dog  run  in  2005,  and  UCSF  hospital  al¬ 
lowed  Lily  to  visit  him  in  the  ICU  during 
his  last  stay  there.  Joby’s  twice-daily  vis¬ 
its  to  the  park  were  always  occasions  of 
great  discussion  about  dogs  and  politics, 
and  his  many  friends  will  always  feel  his 
presence  at  the  park. 

To  have  the  dog  run  named  for  Joby, 
we  need  to  present  an  appeal  to  the  city 
that  would  include  a  petition  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community.  Petitions  have 
been  placed  in  the  following  places  along 
Church  Street:  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company, 
Drewes  Meat  Market,  Church  Apothe¬ 
cary,  and  Lovejoy’s  Tea  Room. 

If  you  are  interested  in  signing,  please 


Adventurer,  humanist,  dog  lover, 
Italophile,  neighborhood  activist,  snack 
master,  keen  observer,  conversationalist, 
politico,  news  junkie,  aspiring  playwright, 
blues  music  buff,  foot  massage  enthusiast, 
dark  chocolate  connoisseur,  songwriter 
and  guitarist,  New  York  Times  devotee, 
crossword  aficionado,  recovering  socialist, 
bon  vivant,  coiffeur-centric, 
authentic,  loving,  spirited 

HUSBAND,  FATHER,  FRIEND, 
and  angel 

JOBY  SHINOFF 
June  26,  1947 -Nov.  19,  2007 

Donations  in  Joby's  memory  may  be  made  to: 
The  UCSF  Cancer  Research  Institute 
UCSF  Box  0248,  San  Francisco,  CA  94143 
The  Bay  Area  Jewish  Healing  Center 
3330  Geary  Blvd.,  Third  Floor  West, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 


do  so  at  these  locations  or  write  to  Neil 
Mosher  at  nemosanfran@yahoo.com  and 
we  will  arrange  to  get  a  petition  to  you. 
Letters  of  support,  anecdotes,  and  mem¬ 
ories  would  also  be  most  helpful.  When 
we  have  a  completed  appeal  package,  it 
will  be  presented  to  Rec  and  Park,  with 
the  backing  of  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty. 
Many  thanks  for  your  help. 

Joby  Shinoff  was  a  wonderful  man  and 
a  terrific  advocate  for  Noe  Valley.  He 
made  neighbors  of  our  neighborhood. 

— Neil  Mosher,  Carol  Bakker,  and  the 
Day  Park  Dogs  Group 


Feeling  stuck? 

Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation.  L’  F,ick  Hateher 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43  762 


{Train  with  friends.  It’s  cheaper  than  therapy.} 


Triathlon  Training 

All-women,  3-month  training 

Train  for  an  Olympic  or  sprint  triathlon. 

Starts  Feb  18,  2008. 

Beginners  are  encouraged  to  tri! 


Running  Club  $" 

All-women,  5-month  training 
Train  for  a  marathon  or  half-marathon 
Starts  Feb  16,  2008. 

All  ages  and  abilities  welcome 


See  Jane  Run  Locations 

3910  24th  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  415-401-8338 
5817  College  Ave.  Oakland,  CA  94618  510-428-2681 
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JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


•  r 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
jmoyerlandscaping.com 
415.821.3760 


Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


Finish  your  room 

with  custom  furnishings  from  Stitch. 


[stitch] 


Call  to  schedule  an 
in-home  consultation. 

(415)641-6081 

www.stitchsf.com 


-Hundreds  of  fabrics 
-Custom  hardware 
-Curtains  and  blinds 
-NEW  natural  shade  products 
-Solar  shades  &  motorization 
-Window  seats  &  slipcovers 
-Duvets,  pillows  &  shams 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates.-  415-586-0307 


SWATDEE 


THAI  CUISINE 


Specializing  in  Curry 

Serving  lunch  and  dinner  •  Ask  about  our  daily  specials  •  Take-out  menu  available 

4166  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond  415-824-8070 

Open  for  Lunch:  Monday  through  Saturday  10:30  —  4 
Dinner:  Monday  through  Saturday  4  —  10  •  Sunday  4:30  -  10 

Happy  Valentine’s  Day  to  All  Our  Noe  Valley 
Friends  and  Customers! 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  February  2008  1 3 


Librarians  (left  to  right)  Evelyn  Alvarado,  llleana  Neves,  Alice  McCloud  (who  is  also  branch  manager),  and  Lourdes  Fortunado  have  their  hands 
full  getting  ready  for  the  grand  reopening  of  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  the  second  week  of  March.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


* 

Library  Ready  to 
Be  Unveiled  March  8 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

finance  the  original  two-story  Beaux  Arts 
edifice  in  1916. 

Much  of  the  earthquake  retrofit  work 
is  hidden  from  view.  But  new  lighting,  ac¬ 
cessible  bathrooms,  a  new  elevator  to  the 
second  floor,  a  “more  welcoming”  chil¬ 
dren’s  room,  hundreds  of  new  books,  a 
computer-laden  multimedia  room  with 
the  latest  movies,  and  restored  woodwork 
and  fixtures  will  be  readily  apparent. 

“I  think  it  looks  beautiful,”  said  Nancy 
Goldenberg,  lead  architect  on  the  project. 

Goldenberg  said  library  visitors  would 
find  two  especially  striking  features 
among  the  changes  at  the  branch:  the  like- 
new  restoration  of  the  elaborate  orna¬ 
mental  ceiling,  and  the  prominence  of  the 
building's  Spanish-style  fa9ade  of  brick 
and  terra  cotta. 

“The  ceiling  is  pretty  special  in  the 
main  reading  room,"  she  said.  "The  chal¬ 
lenge  was  getting  all  the  structure  [nec¬ 
essary]  for  the  seismic  upgrade  in,  with¬ 
out  damaging  the  ceiling.  We  protected  it, 
and  areas  that  were  impacted  were  care¬ 
fully  restored."  In  addition,  glaring  fluo¬ 
rescent  lighting  has  been  replaced  with 
softer  illumination  from  pendants  that 
mimic  fixtures  from  earlier  times. 

“The  other  thing  is,  everybody  will  be 
struck  by  how  much  better  the  facade 
looks  now  that  the  building  is  clean  and 
the  large  pine  trees  that  were  overgrown 
are  no  longer  there,”  Goldenberg  said. 
“You  can  actually  see  the  building  now, 
and  it  looks  bright  and  gorgeous.” 

McCloud,  the  branch  manager,  said  the 
library  planned  to  boost  its  collection  of 
books  and  audiovisuals  to  35,000,  from 
an  estimated  30,000  on  the  shelves  when 
the  library  closed.  A  sizable  increase  in 
DVDs,  CDs,  and  audio  books  also  is  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  swift  technolog¬ 
ical  advances  that  have  taken  place  in  re¬ 
cent  times. 

“Noe  didn’t  have  a  lot  of  new  materi¬ 
als  in  the  past.  The  collection  wasn’t  that 
exciting,”  McCloud  said.  “Now  I  will 
have  more  of  a  variety,  and  I'll  keep  my 
finger  on  the  pulse  of  what  the  commu¬ 
nity  wants.” 

Book  Week  in  Noe 

To  help  celebrate  the  library’s  reopen¬ 
ing,  local  groups  including  the  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley  have  decided  to  stage  a  Noe 
Valley  Book  Week  from  March  8  to  15. 

“It’s  nice  to  have  the  whole  community 


thinking  about  one  thing  for  a  week,"  said 
Friends  member  Mindy  Kershner,  who  is 
spearheading  neighborhood  involve¬ 
ment.  “It's  going  to  be  wonderful." 

The  week  will  include  three  days  of 
Noe  Valley  authors  readings  at  neighbor¬ 
hood  bookstores.  The  first  will  take  place 
March  1 1  at  the  San  Francisco  Mystery 
Bookstore.  Cover  to  Cover  follows  with 
a  March  12  program,  and  the  final  event, 
featuring  nature  writers  from  California 
Coast  and  Ocean  magazine,  will  be  held 
March  13  at  Phoenix  Books  and  Records. 

Not  to  be  left  out,  many  local  restau¬ 
rants  will  dish  up  special  literary  fare  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  For  example,  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Deli  will  offer  an  Alexandria  Quartet 
salad,  and  Savor  Restaurant  will  serve 
Cannery  Row  Tacos,  a  tribute  to  John 
Steinbeck’s  classic. 

“All  the  restaurants  are  thinking  up 
something  to  tie  into  books,”  Kershner 
said.  Look  for  the  “Literary  Plate”  signs 
in  their  windows. 

The  neighborhood  also  will  launch  a 
drive  to  share  its  literary  largesse  with  less 
fortunate  San  Francisco  residents.  Resi¬ 
dents  will  be  asked  to  donate  new  or  gen¬ 


tly  used  books,  which  will  later  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  family  shelters  in  the  city. 
Books  can  be  dropped  off  at  collection 
boxes  at  the  Saturday  Farmers’  Market  on 
March  8  and  15. 

For  more  information  on  Book  Week 
events,  call  Kershner  at  415-377-3890. 

Castro  Branch  Is  Next 

Don’t  be  surprised  to  see  Castro  Dis¬ 
trict  neighbors  checking  out  books  at  the 
Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  over  the 
next  18  months.  That’s  because  the  Eu¬ 
reka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial 
Branch  Library  will  be  closing  March  1 
for  its  own  renovation. 


City  officials  expect  to  spend  $5.4  mil¬ 
lion  to  retrofit  the  branch,  located  at  1 
Jose  Sarria  Court  near  16th  and  Market 
streets.  The  amenities  will  be  similar  to 
Noe  Valley's,  including  new  computers 
and  other  technological  upgrades,  an  area 
for  teenagers,  new  bathrooms,  and  better 
lighting. 

The  106-year-old  branch  is  the  second 
oldest  in  the  city.  The  original  building 
was  severely  damaged  in  the  1957  Daly 
City  earthquake  and  replaced  in  1961  at 
a  cost  of  $192,335.  ■ 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expensed 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Afternoon  Summer  classes:  M0N-FRI  @  4pm 
Enroll  Now!  Call:  415-863-9830  x203 

or  e-mail:  sarah@odcschool.org 

www.odcschool.org 

0DC  DANCE  COMMONS  |  351  SH0TWELL  STREET 


Nurturing  Your 
Young  Dancer: 

Integrative  Ballet 
Classes 


Taught  by: 

AUGUSTA  MOORE 

former  SF  Ballet  Dancer 


July  7-August  1 
ENROLL  NOW! 


We  also  offer  year-round  youth  and  teen  classes 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 

415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 


Love  to  cook?  Why  go  downtown? 


Everything  you  love  is  here  in  your  neighborhood. 

Bauer  Pottery  All-Clad  Cookware 


Wine  Glasses 
Global  Knives 
Table  Linens 
Cookbooks 


KitchenAid  Electrics 
Mighty  Leaf  Tea 
Le  Creuset 
Bamboo  Boards 


I 


And  of  course  we  have  a  full  selection  of  Valentine’s  Day 
cookie  cutters,  sugars,  decorations  &  other  fun  items. 

We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
SundayTiy  6pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  1309  Castro  st.  @  24th 

Boulevard  (4i5>  647-2665 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 

A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


.  f  ■  ■  .■  ■  . 
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Make  room  in  your  heart! 

Grateful  Dog  Rescue  Adoption  Fair 
at  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company 
Saturday,  Feb  9, 12:00-3:00 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


¥San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 

•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 
•  Complete  ICU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 
•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 
•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


ROCKET 

DCG 


www. rocketdogi escue . ox q 
415.642.4786  P.0.  Box  460826 
San  Fiancisco,  CA  94146 


Big  Views. 

Big  Lawns. 

Big  Apartments. 

Great  Community! 

(Big  and  Small  Pets  Welcome!) 

Par  kme  reed 

Renovated  High  Rise  Flats  and  Townhomes  for  Rent  in  San  Francisco 

parkmerced.com  877-281-7179  a 
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Noe  Gets  Primary  Fever:  The  presidential  campaign  shifted  into  high  gear  in  Noe  Valley  last  month,  as  local  supporters  of  Barack  Obama,  Hillary  Clinton,  John  McCain, 
and  others  held  house  parties,  manned  phone  banks,  and  attended  big  rallies  in  preparation  for  ‘‘Super  Tuesday,”  Feb.  5.  The  Voice  captured  Obama  fans  Ryan  Levinson  and 
Lucy  Irwin  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  in  mid-January,  debating  their  candidate's  chances  with  Jane  Willson  (with  dog  Rufus)  and  Ian  Christoph.  As  we  went  to  press, 
local  Obama  supporters  were  readyihg  to  rally  with  Sen.  John  Kerry  at  Everett  Middle  School,  450  Church  Street,  on  Feb.  2,  9:30  a.m.  Meanwhile,  Clinton  followers  were 
gathering  the  same  day  for  a  “Super  Saturday”  party  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  at  campaign  headquarters,  1 122  Howard  Street.  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  will  conduct  a 
post-election  analysis  with  pollster  David  Binder  at  its  Feb.  20  meeting  (7:30  p.m.)  at  St.  Philip's  Church  Hall,  725  Diamond  Street.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Cooperative  Gallery 


Opening  Reception  First 
Friday  of  Every  Month 
7-1  Opm 

828  Valencia  San  Francisco 

Open  12-9  Wed-Sun 
www.cityartgallery.org 


BLiSS  BAR 

A  neighborhood  cocktail  lounge 

6  4026  24th  St.  j 
•  415-826-6200 


www.blissbarsf.com 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  for  your  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 


Who  Do  You  Call? 


Business  a  Home  PC  Support 

Security  *  Networks  *  Backup 
Wireless  *  Email  •  Advice 

30  years  technical  a  business  experience 
Clear  explanations  •  Discrete 

415-265-2780 

info@whodoyoucall.us 

www.whodoyoucall.us 

PCs  a  Macs  Member:  GGBA,  N-Ten 


FREE 


Housesitting,  petsitting, 
tending  to  plants  and  garden 
while  you're  away. 

RESPONSIBLE,  RELIABLE 
Excellent  References  and  Rates 

Call  415-215-4339 

or  write 

clareroses@gmail.com 


TUG  GEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannoli 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 

9-5:30 

m  tarn 

Sat.  9-5 

. 

)n/t.  /t»>r'c/ 

on  a  Sunday  afternoon 

A  Vespers  Service 

“The  Music  is  the 
Message” 

(childcare  provided) 

February  17th 
CLAIRDEE  / 
KEN  FRENCH  TRIO 

1021  Sanchez  St. 

between  Elizabeth  &  23rd  St. 
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CAN  FINE  CRAFTSMANSHIP 
MELD  WITH  BUSINESS? 

IS  THERE  ANY  OTHER  WAY? 


Our  business  model  was 
crafted.  It  started  with  an 
owner-management  team 
dedicated  to  design. 

A  fine-tuned  chain 
of  command  with  a 
single  point  of  contact. 
Individually  tailored 
project  teams.  And 
smooth,  fine  lines  of- 
communication  all  the 
way  around.  Design 
cannot  succeed  in  a 
remodel  or  custom 
design  without  a 
business  model  crafted 
from  the  inside  out. 
Which  makes  the 
process  as  attractive, 
as  the  result. 

SPARK 

L|H  associates 

|p  GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 

ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 


415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

license#546094 


FREE 


on  a  Sunday  afternoon 

A  Vespers  Service 

“The  Music  is  the 
Message” 

(childcare  provided) 

February  17th 
CLAIRDEE  / 
KEN  FRENCH  TRIO 

1021  Sanchez  St. 

between  Elizabeth  &  23rd  St. 


(S)UIT 

SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
25  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415.285.9770 

QuitSmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


Natural,  Organic  Products  P  Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 
P  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic  &  Imported  Wines, 

Beer  &  Spirits 

P  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily  P  Vitamin  Selection 
P  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products  P  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


SLILOiNC, 

TRUST,  m  life 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


~ - — - — , - 
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On  the  rare  occasion  when  fur  flies  at  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company,  Celia  Sack  and  Paula  Harris 
(right)  rely  on  their  sense  of  humor  to  pull  them  through.  Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 


Three  Couples 
Who  Live,  Love  and 
Work  Together 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  I 

in  order  to  really  make  a  living  at  it. 

“And  we  had  itchy  feet,"  Barrand  says. 

They  set  off  to  America  for,  well,  big¬ 
ger  things.  New  York  was  too  urban. 
Chicago  wasn't  near  an  ocean.  But  San 
Francisco  was  just  right.  It  had  the  sea,  the 
wilderness,  a  cosmopolitan  palate — 
everything  they  needed  for  the  kind  of 
restaurant  they  wanted  to  create. 

The  couple  found  a  spot  on  24th  Street 
and  established  the  charming  French 
bistro  Le  Zinc  (4063  24th  Street  near  Cas¬ 
tro).  That  was  six  years  ago. 

Braud  says  the  boundaries  in  their 
work  relationship  were  hazy  in  the  be¬ 
ginning. 

“At  first,  1  was  more  involved  in  orga¬ 
nizing  the  whole  restaurant,  including  the 
wine  list,”  he  recalls.  “But  she  is  so  orga¬ 
nized,  she  just  took  her  part  over,  and  it’s 
been  that  way  ever  since.” 

Now,  Chef  Braud  handles  the 
kitchen — menu  and  cook  staff — and  Bar¬ 
rand  deals  with  what  is  known  as  the  front 
of  the  house — wait  staff,  table  seating, 
and  accounting. 

The  couple  seem  to  enjoy  the  weekly 
rhythm  and  separate  responsibilities 
they’ve  honed  over  15  years  of  marriage 
and  business. 

The  other  key  ingredient:  time  away 
from  each  other.  "You  have  to  have  a  to¬ 
tal  break  by  yourself  sometimes,”  says 
Barrand.  "1  have  my  nights  off  when  Max 
is  at  work,  and  he  has  his  when  I’m  at 
work.”  Barrand  likes  to  watch  a  movie 
without  commentary  from  her  husband, 
and  Braud  is  a  football  fan. 

“I  can’t  stand  American  football,”  says 
Barrand.  So  she  works  on  Sunday  nights. 

Finally,  they  garnish  their  romance 
with  a  sweet  treat.  After  pulling  a  com¬ 
bined  seven-day  week  for  several  weeks, 
the  two  get  away  for  four  days  all  alone 
to  some  place  far  from  San  Francisco.  Re¬ 
cently,  they  stole  away  to  Big  Sur. 

“If  you  don’t  take  a  decent  break,  your 
brain  is  always  on  the  routine,”  says 
Braud.  Adds  Barrand,  “We  try  not  to  talk 
about  work  at  all  then.  It’s  a  break  for  us. 
We  get  perspective.” 


Valentine’s  Day  at  Le  Zinc:  Prix-fixe  menu 
with  choices  including  oysters,  caviar,  lamb, 
salmon,  duck,  beef,  and  a  special  dessert  plate 
just  for  the  occasion  ($65). 

‘We  Really  Didn't  Like  Each  Other’ 

Celia  Sack  and  Paula  Harris  met  a 
dozen  years  ago  through  a  mutual  friend. 
One  laughed  too  much,  the  other  too  lit¬ 
tle.  No  sparks.  No  problem. 

But  later  they  wound  up  at  a  literary 
event  where  a  shared  love  of  books  got 
them  talking.  Two  years  later,  they  were 
in  love. 

Sack  kept  on  at  her  rare-books  auction 
job,  and  Harris  continued  her  work  with 
the  Names  Project  Foundation,  which 
preserves  and  promotes  the  AIDS  Memo¬ 
rial  Quilt.  When  a  dog-walking  business 
fell  into  Harris’  lap,  she  took  it.  She  soon 
found,  in  booming  late-’90s  Noe  Valley, 
that  the  pet  parade  was  too  much  for  one 
woman  to  handle. 

“I  was  ready  to  change  what  I  was  do¬ 
ing,”  Sack  says.  “So  I  helped  out.” 

Both  had  been  daydreaming  about 
owning  their  own  business,  and  soon  dog¬ 
walking  was  lucrative  enough  to  enable 
them  to  open  a  pet-supply  store,  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Pet  Company  (now  in  its  ninth  year  at 
1451  Church  Street  at  Cesar  Chavez). 

Something  else  was  working  for  the 
pair,  who.  live  in  the  Castro. 

“Laughter!”  the  two  bark  in  unison. 

“Actually,  I  think  the  best  advice  we 
ever  got,”  says  Harris,  “was  to  maintain 
our  'separate  spheres.’” 

Like  Braud  and  Barrand  of  Le  Zinc, 
one  runs  the  front  of  the  store  and  the 
other  manages  the  back.  Aside  from  an 
incident  here  and  there  (don’t  ask  them 
about  a  delivery  mishap  a  few  weeks 
ago),  they  follow  that  rule. 

So  day-in  day-out,  don’t  they  ever  get 
tired  of  each  other?  Sack  and  Harris  have 
an  unusual  ritual  to  maintain  sanity. 

“Well,  um,  we  drive  to  work  separately 
almost  every  day,”  says  Harris.  It  was  her 
idea. 

“Paula  can  listen  to  the  radio  station 
she  wants,  even  sneak  a  cigarette,”  says 
Sack,  who  admits  driving  two  cars  to  and 
from  the  same  location  each  day  isn’t  the 
greenest  plan.  “But  it’s  the  space  we  need.” 

Even  these  two  will  say  a  Five-minute 
drive  to  work  alone  doesn’t  solve  all  the 
problems  that  running  a  small  business 
can  dish  out.  For  that.  Sack  and  Harris 
rely  on  their  customers. 


“We  try  very  hard  not  to  snipe  at  each 
other  during  the  day,”  Harris  says.  “But 
sometimes  if  we’re  overwhelmed,  we 
will  argue  about  something."  That’s  usu¬ 
ally  when,  as  if  on  cue,  a  customer  will 
walk  in  with  a  pressing  issue  with  regard 
to,  say,  his  dog's  intestinal  idiosyncrasies. 

“One  of  us  will  get  pulled  into  the  con¬ 
versation,  the  other  will  get  distracted  by 
the  phone,”  says  Sack.  “Minutes  later, 
we’ll  look  at  each  other  and  say,  ‘What 
were  we  fighting  about?"’ 

Both  say  the  best  part  of  running  the 
store  is  sharing  good  and  bad  times  with 
customers  and  each  other,  everything 
from  pet  adoptions  (and  losses)  to  events 
like  9/1 1 .  Says  Harris,  “I  can't  imagine  us 
not  running  this  store  together.” 
Valentine’s  Day  at  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company: 
Fall  in  love  on  Saturday.  Feb.  9.  when  Grate¬ 
ful  Dogs  Rescue  brings  adaptable  dogs  to  the 
store,  noon  to  3  p.m. 

Love  or  Money?  They’ll  Take  Love 

Gene  Ginsberg  and  Joanie  Basso-Gins- 
berg  met  at  a  Philadelphia  hospital  where 
she  was  a  nurse  and  he  frequently  stopped 
in  as  part  of  his  art-therapy  work  with 
drug  rehabilitation  patients.  That  was 
1975.  Nowadays,  they  run  the  venerable 
PastaGina  (741  Diamond  Street  near  24th 
Street).  How  did  they  get  from  there  to  here? 


“Joanie’s  family  comes  from  the  north 
and  the  south  of  Italy,”  Ginsberg  says, 
meaning  she  was  steeped  in  both  types  of 
cooking  since  birth. 

“We  got  kind  of  tired  of  the  East  Coast 
thing,”  Ginsberg  says,  “and  friends  told 
me  it  was  great  to  come  out  here."  So  in 
1977,  they  moved  to  San  Francisco, 
where  Basso-Ginsberg  took  a  nursing  job 
at  a  hospital,  and  he  continued  working 
in  drug  rehab.  When  the  chance  to  co-own 
a  bar  on  24th  Street  opened  up,  Ginsberg 
took  it  on  and  discovered  his  management 
skills.  The  two  married  in  1978. 

Basso-Ginsberg  had  been  diagnosed 
with  Crohn’s  disease,  a  genetic  intestinal 
disorder,  when  she  was  19.  In  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  she  had  an  episode  of  ill  health  that 
forced  her  to  quit  her  nursing  job.  Still, 
the  couple  hosted  great  parties,  where  she 
served  food  from  her  family  recipes. 

When  she  felt  better,  she  took  a  part- 
time  job  at  Auntie  Pasta.  Ginsberg  fol¬ 
lowed  and  managed  several  of  the  Aun¬ 
tie  Pasta  stores.  The  chain  grew  fast  but 
ended  up  going  bankrupt  in  the  mid-’90s. 
The  old  Auntie  Pasta  spot  was  ripe  for 
something  new.  “We  knew  we  could  do 
our  own  foods — and  we  wanted  to  open 
up  a  local  shop  five  blocks  from  our 
house,”  says  Ginsberg.  His  wife  adds, 
“We  still  have  the  same  cooks  since  we 
opened!”  That  was  1995. 

Joanie  supervised  all  the  food  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  Gene,  known  to  friends  as 
“Gino,”  managed  the  look  and  feel  of  the 
store.  And  so  was  born  PastaGina,  a 
gourmet  deli  featuring  homemade  pasta 
and  sauces,  confections,  olives,  wine,  and 
other  upscale  dishes. 

Easy  as  pizza  pie?  Not  at  all.  The  two 
had  to  work  long  hours  and  manage  a 
string  of  small-business  woes  during  bust 
economic  times.  Recently,  Basso-Gins¬ 
berg  had  her  longest  struggle  with 
Crohn’s.  “At  one  point  I  was  away  from 
the  shop  almost  a  year,”  she  says.  “The 
shop  then,  it  was  all  Gene.  He  had  to  wear 
all  the  hats.” 

Ginsberg  adds  that  his  wife  would 
sometimes  direct  PastaGina’s  kitchen 
from  her  hospital  bed,  phone  to  her  ear 
and  clipboard  in  her  hand. 

They  still  feel  lucky  to  have  made  it 
through  some  tough  times  running  their 
small  neighborhood  business. 

“That  saying,  you  know,  'For  love  or 
money’?  For  us  it's  for  the  love,”  says 
Basso-Ginsberg. 

The  couple  recently  signed  a  new  lease 
on  Diamond  Street,  and  will  soon  open  a 
booth  at  the  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market. 

This  summer  they'll  be  celebrating  30 
years  of  marriage. 

Valentine’s  Day  at  PastaGina:  Special  take- 
home  dinner  for  two  ($20).  which  includes: 
pasta  or  ravioli,  sauce,  house-blended  cheese, 
and  a  mix  of  cookies,  cupcakes,  and  truffles. 
Also  recommended  is  a  Segltesio  zinfandel 
($23.95)  and  the  "pastry  of  love,"  afresh 
homemade  cannoli  stuffed  with  sweet  cheese 
and  chocolate  chips  ($4.95  each).  ■ 
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Joanie  Basso-Ginsberg  and  Gene  Ginsberg  have  been  through  thick  and  thin  "at  PastaGina  on  Diamond  Street,  but  their  love  always  prevails. 
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Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


FEDEX 

DHL 

UPS 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


... 


4104  24th  Street  (at  Castro) 

(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

Mon.  -  Fri.  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  •  Sat.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 
Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 

2001  UNION  STREET 

SUITE  350 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


24th  Street 


Studio  /  Gallery 


Works  by  Ellen  Into 
AND  OTHER  ARTISTS 


Original  art  work, 
reproductions 
and  post  cards 

Ellen  Into, 
owner  and  artist 


New  Location:  4189  24th  Street 
between  Diamond  and  Castro 

415.550.8055 

Hours:  By  appointment  or  just  drop  by 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #64} 
Stop  "borrowing"  money 
from  your  kid's  piggy  bank. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build  calls,  to  more  important-matters  like 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're  delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons.  value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 


BUILDING 


TRUST, 


LFOR  !.)!->: 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 

z 
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Cesar  Perez,  who  found  his  family’s  pooch  at  Rocket  Dog  Rescue’s  “adoption  stand”  on  24th 
Street,  extends  sympathy  and  encouragement  to  founder  Pali  Boucher.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Sad  Day  for  Rocket 
Dog  Rescue 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

all  tjie  clothes  gone,  my  art  was  smashed. 
Even  the  smoke  alarm  had  melted  down 
the  wall.  But  the  damage  was  the  loss  of 
the  animals.  1  have  a  really  difficult  time 
figuring  out  how  to  make  sense  of  that,” 
Boucher  said  with  obvious  difficulty. 

Parrot  and  3  Dogs  Among  Victims 

Boucher  had  known  Chester,  the  par¬ 
rot,  longest.  He  came  into  Boucher’s  life 
as  an  egg  10  years  ago,  when  an  HIV-pos- 
itive  friend  and  bird  rescuer  gave  him  to 
her.  Boucher,  who  is  HIV-positive  her¬ 
self,  hand-fed  Chester  when  he  hatched, 
and  fashioned  a  soft-sided  birdcage  into 
a  souped-up  bird  backpack,  complete 
with  toys,  seed  cups,  and  curtains,  so  she 
could  take  the  parrot  with  her  wherever 
she  went.  When  Boucher’s  friend  later 
died  of  AIDS,  the  bird  lived  on  as  a  con¬ 
stant  symbol  of  their  friendship. 

Then  there  was  Stewie  the  World’s 
Most  Diabolical  Chihuahua  (a.k.a. 
Stewie  for  short),  a  10-month-old,  five- 
pound  bundle  of  nerves  when  Boucher 
rescued  him  from  San  Francisco’s  Ani¬ 
mal  Care  and  Control  during  the  fall.  On 
their  first  meeting,  Boucher  spent  over  an 
hour  trying  to  coax  him  to  her  so  she 
could  take  him  home — to  no  avail. 

“Finally,  I  just  threw  a  blanket  on  him 
and  scooped  him  up  and  took  him  out  of 
there,”  she  said.  “He  was  so  afraid,  but 
every  day  was  a  better  day  for  him.” 

Boucher  rescued  Guthrie,  an  old  blind 
German  shepherd,  over  Thanksgiving 
weekend  after  a  couple  driving  to  the  Bay 
Area  found  him  on  the  side  of  Highway 
5  near  Santa  Barbara  and  deposited  him 
in  a  San  Francisco  shelter.  At  the  time  of 
the  fire,  Boucher  had  been  actively  trying 


to  find  his  previous  owners  by  contacting 
shelters  and  organizations  in  the  Santa 
Barbara  area. 

The  third  dog  killed  in  the  fire  was 
Daisy,  a  red-hued  pit  bull  Boucher  had 
rescued  from  Animal  Care  and  Control 
just  days  beforehand.  “She  had  been 
starved  to  the  point  of  near  death,” 
Boucher  said,  remembering  when  she 
first  met  Daisy.  “But  she  loved  her  crate, 
and  she  was  just  so  happy  to  be  safe.” 

For  Boucher,  whose  journey  from 
homeless  drug  addict  to  champion  for  an¬ 
imals  has  been  chronicled  by  media  out¬ 
lets  like  Animal  Planet  and  is  slated  to  be¬ 
come  the  subject  of  a  forthcoming  fi  1m  by 
documentary  filmmaker  Robert  Epstein, 
the  experience  of  losing  animals  she  was 
trying  to  save  cuts  deeply. 

“I’ve  really  devoted  my  life  and  given 
up  a  lot  of  things  normal  people  have,  like 
nice  furniture  and  relationships,  with  the 


understanding  that  it  was  all  for  the  ani¬ 
mals.  For  something  like  this  to  happen, 
I  just  feel  like  I  failed.” 

Thousands  Saved  Since  2001 

Though  still  battling  sadness  over  the 
fire’s  havoc,  Boucher  takes  solace  in 
knowing  that  the  organization  she 
founded  in  2001  has  grown  from  a  tiny, 
one-woman  operation  to  a  network  of 
some  45  foster  homes  that  have  saved 
over  3,000  animals  from  death  in  shelters. 

“I  was  so  stricken  with  the  grief  and  the 
loss  of  the  animals,,  .and  the  feeling  of  re¬ 
membering  that  the  animals  died  [in  my 
house],  but  then  I  remembered  that  thou¬ 
sands  of  animals  have  been  saved,"  she 
said. 

Today,  Boucher  and  her  dogs  Elwood, 
Lightnin’  Hopkins,  and  Muddy  Waters 
are  living  temporarily  at  Kositas  Pet 
Grooming  in  Bernal  Heights.  Boucher  is 


uncertain  whether  she’ll  be  able  to  return 
to  her  former  home,  but  has  not  ruled  out 
the  possibility. 

In  the  meantime,  she  and  the  dedicated 
volunteers  who  run  Rocket  Dog  Rescue 
are  getting  on  with  the  business  of  what 
they  do  best:  saving  animals.  Since  the 
fire,  the  organization  has  continued  to  res¬ 
cue  at-risk  shelter  dogs  and  place  them 
into  foster  homes  until  they  can  be  offered 
for  adoption. 

Boucher  and  her  pals  still  sit  in  front  of 
Zephyr  Real  Estate  on  24th  Street  from 
noon  to  4  p.m.  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
month  (Feb.  3  this  month),  hoping  to  in¬ 
troduce  their  four-legged  friends  to  sym¬ 
pathetic  passersby.  They  also  bring  their 
dogs  to  the  Castro  BofA  the  third  Sunday 
of  the  month. 

And  while  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  is  help¬ 
ing  dogs  to  find  new  homes,  the  organi¬ 
zation  itself  is  searching  for  a  home  for 
its  Urban  Sanctuary  Project,  which  has 
been  part  of  Rocket  Dog  Rescue’s  fund¬ 
raising  efforts  since  long  before  the  fire. 
The  goal?  To  purchase  and  convert  a 
warehouse  or  other  suitable  space  inside 
or  outside  city  limits  into  a  facility  that 
would  not  only  house  rescued  dogs  until 
they  could  find  new  homes,  but  also  serve 
as  a  community  center  and  operational 
headquarters  for  the  organization.  That 
goal  has  become  all  the  more  important 
in  recent  weeks. 

“My  house  has  always  been  the  safety 
net.  My  house  was  very  actively  rescue 
central.  I  was  very  lucky,”  Boucher  said. 

Slim's  will  hold  a  benefit  for  Rocket  Dog  Res¬ 
cue  on  Feb.  1.  7:30  p.nt.,  featuring  Marga 
Gomez,  among  others.  Another  fundraising 
event  is  tentatively  planned  for  March  at 
Terra  Mia  Studio  in  Noe  Valley.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  the  events,  donations,  adop¬ 
tions,  and  the  Urban  Sanctuary  Project,  con¬ 
tact  Rocket  Dog  Rescue  at  41 5-642-4786  or 
visit  www.rocketdogrescue.com.  ■ 


GetzWell  Pediatrics  offers  an  integrative  approach  to 
health  care  based  on  modern  western  medicine  and 
scientifically  grounded  alternatives,  including  nutrition, 
functional  medicine,  and  acupuncture. 


OPENING  FEBRUARY  2008 

GetzWell  Pediatrics 


whole  kid  care 


We  welcome  all  babies  and  children  up  to  16  years  of  age. 
We  also  invite  prospective  parents  for  prenatal  interviews 
and  nutrition  counseling. 


•  Prenatal  interviews 

•  Prenatal  nutrition  counseling 

•  Neonatal  home  visits 

•  Open  access  appointments 
(often  same  day) 

•  Routine  well  child  examinations 

•  School  physicals 

•  Lactation  consultations  in 
your  home  or  in  the  office 

•  Medical  consultations 

•  Nutrition  consultations 
and  counseling 

*  (for  kids  and  their  families) 

•  Sick  visits 

•  Coordination  of  hospital  care 

•  Routine  and  travel  vaccinations 

•  On-line  access  to  medical  records 
and  lab  results 

•  Pediatric  and  maternal  acupuncture 


Sim  MOWS  \K)M>  i0 
s  IIP  GRANDMAS  ran  shop  from  •> 

talented  designers  offering 

and  adorable  clothing,  accessories 
and  more  for  then  trendy  tots. 

\dmission  is  2  tickets  for  S8  at 

www.appelandfrank.eom  or 

So  at  the  door.  and  includes 

•fabulous  goodie  bag- 


WMN: 

Sunday, 

9:30m-  2:00pm 


1701  Church  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
www.getzwell.com 
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Noe  Valley  Real  Estate 

Solutions  for  Baby  Boomers... 

from  a  Noe  Valley  Specialist 


Do  these  phrases  mean  anything  to  you 


BABY  BDOMER  Estate  planning  Family  trust 

Probate / Conservatorship  Capital  Gains  Tax 
Reverse  Mortgage  AginginPlace  Prop  60/90 

Sandwich  Generation  Long  Term  Care  J-fome  Care 

If  they  don’t,  they  may  very  soon.  And  the  implications  could  be  enormous.  If  you’re  in 
your  50’s  or  beyond,  chances  are  your  real  estate  needs  are  changing.  You  may  be 
looking  to  downsize,  thinking  of  placing  your  house  in  a  trust,  wondering  how  your  real 
estate  figures  into  your  overall  retirement  planning,  or  dealing  with  whether  an  aging 
parent  can  stay  at  home.  You  might  also  be  interested  to  learn  about  special  real 
estate  tax  advantages  the  law  makes  available  to  those  ages  55  and  up. 

Whatever  your  concern,  I  can  help.  I’m  a  certified  Seniors  Real  Estate  Specialist  and 
Realtor  with  Zephyr  Real  Estate.  I’m  also  a  Noe  Valley  resident  who  has  been  involved 
in  the  Bay  Area’s  fiduciary  community  as  a  trusted  resource  for  over  a  decade. 

Please  feel  free  to  give  me  a  call  to  discuss  any  questions  you  might  have  about  any  of 
the  above  topics,  or  about  real  estate  in  San  Francisco  more  generally.  If  I  can’t  help 
you  directly,  I’ll  be  able  to  connect  you  with  the  appropriate  resource  to  address  your 
concern.  There’s  no  more  important  time  to  begin  planning  for  the  future  than  NOW! 


Z  Martin  Harris 
415.595.6797 
martinharris@zephyrsf.com 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Martin  Harris,  SRES,  Realtor  -  because  you  really  need  a  specialist! 


r~  'n 

Q  Painting  & 

Waterproofing 


When  Quality  Matters 

4i5.4i2.l642 


License  #  866791 

QPAINT.COM 


CAS 

Construction 

Company 


Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 


(415)  863-9167 


Serving  the  Bay  Area 
Since  1988 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #92} 

Borrowed  clothes  should  never  be 
returned  to  their  owner  as  dirty  laundry. 


s 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 


BUILDING 


TRUST, 


LOR  Lift 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Low 

Price  ($) 

High 

Price  ($) 

Average 
Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

- 

Dec.  2007 

4 

$1,450,000 

$1,700,000 

$1,536,500 

35 

103% 

Nov.  2007 

7 

$900,000 

$2,350,000 

$1,572,157 

42 

99% 

Dec.  2006 

8 

$1,000,000 

$2,125,000 

$1,477,813 

48 

99% 

Nov.  2006 

11 

$870,000 

$2,900,000 

$1,495,455 

33 

100% 

Condominiums 

Dec.  2007 

4 

$725,000 

$1,150,000 

$974,500 

38 

100% 

Nov.  2007 

5 

■  $642,500 

$1,987,500 

$1,100,900 

32 

106% 

Dec.  2006 

6 

$397,000 

$1,688,000 

$889,250 

54 

102% 

Nov.  2006 

10 

$695,000 

$1,510,000 

$1,051,000 

38 

102% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2007 

4 

$899,900 

$1,501,000 

$1,239,275 

39 

99% 

Nov.  2007 

4 

$899,000 

$2,350,000 

$1,437,250 

29 

95% 

Dec.  2006 

4 

$1,075,000 

$1,775,000 

$1,333,750 

53 

99% 

Nov.  2006 

9 

$925,000 

$2,685,000 

$1,414,731 

65 

99% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Dec.  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2007 

0 

— 

,  - 

— 

— 

— 

Dec.  2006 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nov.  2006 

1 

$1,565,000 

$1,565,000 

$1,565,000 

82 

95% 

*  Sales  figures  include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd,  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 
thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  ( www.zephyrsf.com )  for  supplying  the  sales  data.  nvv  2WH 


The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Subprime  Gloom 
Reaches  Noe 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  real  estate  malaise  that  has  fes¬ 
tered  throughout  much  of  the  nation 
spread  to  seemingly  immune  Noe  Valley 
in  November  and  December,  as  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  home  sales  dropped  to  its  lowest 
level  in  nearly  a  decade. 

Buyers  purchased  only  1 1  single-fam¬ 
ily  detached  homes  during  the  last  two 
months  of  2007 — a  decline  of  more  than 
40  percent  from  the  1 9  residential  prop¬ 
erties  sold  during  the  same  period  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

The  data,  which  Zephyr  Real  Estate's 
24th  Street  office  provides  monthly  to  the 
Voice,  showed  that  condominium  sales 
suffered  a  comparable  falloff  at  the  end 
of  last  year.  Nine  condos  changed  hands 
during  November  and  December,  a  44 
percent  drop  from  the  16  sales  recorded 
in  the  same  two-month  period  of  2006. 

“The  buyers  and  sellers  took  their  win¬ 
ter  vacation  this  year,”  said  Randall  Ko- 
stick,  Zephyr’s  general  sales  manager. 
“It’s  the  first  time  in  a  long  time  that 
we’ve  seen  a  noticeable  seasonal  slow¬ 
down.” 

In  addition,  the  shock  waves  from  last 
spring’s  subprime  mortgage  industry  col¬ 


lapse  finally  reached  the  neighborhood. 

The  constant  news  “about  the  mort¬ 
gage  crisis  around  the  rest  of  the  country” 
undermined  local  confidence,  Kostick 
said,  and  gave  “pause  to  buyers.”  Eco¬ 
nomic  uncertainty  also  made  sellers  think 
twice  about  putting  their  houses  on  the 
market,  he  said,  “because  they  were  not 
confident  they  were  going  to  get  the 
prices  they  wanted.” 

Despite  the  faltering  pace  of  sales,  Noe 
Valley  homes  sold  for  an  average  of  $1 .5 
million  in  November  and  December, 
about  $60,000  more  per  house  than  a  year 
ago.  Also,  the  1 1  homes — especially  the 
more  desirable  properties — sold  close  to 
the  asking  price  or  higher. 

The  highest-priced  house  sold  in  De¬ 
cember  (for  $1.7  million)  was  a  2,100- 
square-foot  property  located  in  the  4200 
block  of  24th  Street,  between  Diamond 
and  Douglass  streets.  The  three-bedroom, 
two-bath  house  was  snapped  up  in  six  days. 

Kostick  noted,  however,  that  a  few 
homes  tended  to  languish  in  the  changing 
marketplace.  In  those  cases,  owners  were 


forced  to  adjust  their  prices. 

A  beautiful  yellow  Victorian  on  24th 
Street  next  door  to  Barney’s  Restaurant 
had  an  initial  asking  price  of  $3,495,000. 
After  1 1 0  days  on  the  market,  the  prop¬ 
erty  sold  in  November  for  $2,350,000, 
over  a  million  less  than  the  original  price. 
Still,  the  home,  which  has  four  bedrooms, 
two  baths,  and  almost  3,000  square  feet  of 
space,  tied  for  the  most  expensive  resi¬ 
dential  building  sold  in  Noe  Valley  in  No- 
vember-December  combined. 

Angela  Lam,  a  real  estate  agent  with 


Pacific  Union,  agrees  home  shoppers 
have  become  more  cautious.  “I  think  a  lot 
of  buyers  out  there  are  waiting  to  see  if 
the  prices  will  be  getting  lower,”  she  said. 

Last  summer,  two  newly  constructed 
homes  hit  the  market  at  the  comer  of  Val¬ 
ley  and  Castro  streets — and  Lam  listed 
one  at  $2,485,000  and  a  second,  smaller 
one  at  $1,950,000. 

The  more  expensive  property  didn’t  at¬ 
tract  any  significant  attention  until  the 
asking  price  was  slashed  $590,000  to 
$1,895,000,  she  said.  It  sold  recently  for 
an  undisclosed  price. 

“When  we  got  down  to  below  the  $2 
million  mark,  we  had  a  lot  of  interest,” 
Lam  said. 

The  second  property  went  into  escrow 
in  December  after  the  asking  price  was 
dropped  $200,000  to  $1,750,000. 

Rents  Steadily  Increasing 

Though  home  prices  may  be  facing  a 
“correction,”  rents  in  Noe  Valley  are  still 
heading  skyward. 

A  survey  of  rentals  listed  last  month  on 
Craigslist  showed  that  property  owners  in 
the  neighborhood  were  asking  an  average 
of  $4,088  for  a  three-bedroom  rental. 
That's  24.9  percent  higher  than  landlords 
sought  for  a  similar  size  unit  in  January 
of  2006. 

The  average  for  a  two-bedroom  rental 
was  $2,809,  or  12.8  percent  above  the 
$2,491  asking  rents  of  one  year  earlier. 
Prices  rose  7.2  percent  for  one-bedroom 
units,  to  $1,865  from  $1,740. 

Local  experts  attribute  the  rent  in¬ 
creases  to  supply  and  demand — lots  of 
people  can’t  afford  to  buy  a  home  in  San 
Francisco  these  days,  so  renting  is  the 
only  alternative.  Also,  potential  home- 
buyers  are  staying  put  in  their  apartments 
while  they  wait  for  an  end  to  the  subprime 
mortgage  meltdown.  ■ 


A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 

Number  in  Range  of  Rents  Average  Average 

Type  of  Unit  Sample_ Dec-Jan  2008_ Dec-Jan  2008_ Dec-Jan  2007 


Studio 

6 

$  825 -$1,975 

$1, 375/mo. 

$1,1751  mo. 

1 -bedroom 

14 

$1,300 -$2,295 

$1,865 /mo. 

$1,740  I  mo. 

2-bedroom 

26 

$1,795 -$4,850 

$2,809 /mo. 

$2,491 1  mo. 

3-bedroom 

10 

$2,700 -$5,500 

$4,088  /  mo. 

$3,274  1  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

7 

$4,250-  $9,000 

$7,106 /mo. 

$7,034/  mo. 

**  Survey  based 
17.2008. 

on  a  sample  of  63  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslist  from  Dec.  27  to  Jan. 

NW2I08 

NEW  HOMES  ::  RENOVATIONS  ::  ADDITIONS 

Award  Winning  Architectural  design  and  Project  Management 


I 


When  you  move, 
SAAGAN  cares! 


Call  for  free  estimate 


822-7200 


www.saagan.com 


MENTION  THIS  AD  FOR  A  SPECIAL  DISCOUNT! 


Interstate  agents  for 


Montcalm  Street  residence,  as  recently  seen  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  magazine. 


Rossinbton 


Architectur 

45 29  eighteenth  street  ban  Francisco  Da  94  1  14 

WWW.RaSBIHGTONARCHITeCTURE.CaM 415.SS2.49aD 


xirr 


STcvens 

worldwide  van  lines 

US  DOT  72029 


Family 
Owned 
for  over 
45  years 


Honor  Member  BBB 

^SIN  Ess 

i.’ 


CALT  138691  CA  181712 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

suebowie@aol.com 
www.SueBowie.com 

Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

Now,  more  than  ever  before,  experience  counts! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Noe  Valley  Homeowner  for  30  years 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 


Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 

AND  1031  EXCHANGES,  TRUST,  ESTATE  AND  PROBATES,  RELOCATION  AND  REFERRALS. 


Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 

a  free  interactive  website 
for  Noe  Valley 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive ,  San  Francisco  94127 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
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NOE 


VALLEY 

CYCLERY 


4193  24th  Street 
415-647-0886 


Tues.  —  Sat.  11  —  6 
Sun.  11  —  5 


Since  1976 
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SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 
WWW.SCHWED.NET 

415-285-8207 
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NOW  AVAILABLE! 


now  lias  new  private  studios. 


Private  studios  200  sq/ft  for  $35p/month 
Open  studios  from  $  138/month  1 

High  ceilings  J 

Color  balanced  lighting 
Spring  &  Fall  Open  Studios 
Gallery  Space 

Great  Community  ^ 

It's  a  great  time  to  move  into  a ' 
give  us  a  call  at:  l-877-ART-EXPL 

Rental  Offices  Open:  Saturday  11am  --2pm  or  by  appointment 

Two  Locations:  744  Alabama  St  at  19th  St 
2425  17th  Street  at  Potrero 


www.theartexplosion.com 


i  space 
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CRIME  BEAT 


By  Officer  Jane  Warner 
San  Francisco  Patrol  Special  Police 

The  following  crime  summaries  were 
culled  from  reports  filed  at  Mission  Po¬ 
lice  Station.  They  cover  some  but  not  all  inci¬ 
dents  occurring  in  Noe  Valley  from  Dec.  2, 
2007,  to  Jan.  11,  2008.  “Noe  Valley,”  in  this 
instance,  is  the  area  bounded  by  Grand  View, 
20th,  Guerrero,  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets. 
Next  month’s  crime  log  also  will  include  in¬ 
cidents  south  of  Cesar  Chavez  to  30th  Street. 

Burglary:  4000  block  of  26th  Street,  12-2- 
07,  6:30  a.m. 

A  resident  woke  up  to  find  that  his  garage 
had  been  burglarized.  Missing  were  two 
iPods,  a  digital  camera,  a  woman’s  purse,  and 
a  pair  of  prescription  eyeglasses.  The  resident 
also  found  that  someone  had  been  inside  the 
car  parked  in  front  of  his  house.  He  discov¬ 
ered  the  glove  box  inside  the  car  had  been 
pried  open  and  an  electric  garage  door-opener 
had  been  taken.  The  man  told  responding  po¬ 
lice  that  his  family  was  sleeping  upstairs 
above  the  garage  but  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
suspect  had  attempted  to  enter  the  home.  Of¬ 
ficers  processed  the  scene  and  took  a  report. 

Robbery  with  Gun:  1200  block  of  Guerrero 
Street,  12-2-07,7:03  p.m. 

While  straightening  the  clothes  rack  at  a 
vintage  clothing  store  at  Guerrero  and  24th 
streets,  a  clerk  thought  she  heard  someone 
standing  behind  her.  As  she  turned  to  see  who 
was  there,  she  saw  a  man  in  a  gray  hooded 
sweatshirt  pointing  a  gun  at  her.  “Don’t  look 
at  me,”  the  robber  ordered.  “Give  me  every¬ 
thing.”  Fearing  for  her  life,  the  woman  went 
to  the  cash  register  and  took  $500  from  the  till, 
while  the  suspect  continued  to  point  the  gun 
at  her  head.  The  suspect  grabbed  the  cash  and 
told  the  Clerk  to  go  to  the  back  of  the  room. 
He  then  fled  the  store  in  an  unknown  direc¬ 
tion.  The  clerk  escaped  out  the  back  door  and 
went  to  a  neighboring  house,  where  she  called 
police.  The  suspect  was  described  as  a  white 
male,  40  to  50  years  old,  5’9, 160  pounds,  with 
missing  front  teeth. 

Trespassing:  1300  block  of  Castro  Street, 
12-7-07,3:50  p.m. 

A  teenager  walked  into  a  drugstore  at  Cas¬ 
tro  and  Jersey  streets  and  grabbed  a  handful 
of  candy  bars.  The  young  man  then  ap¬ 
proached  a  customer  and  asked  if  he  would 
pay  for  the  candy  bars.  The  customer  declined 
and  reported  the  incident  to  a  clerk,  who  ap¬ 
proached  the  teen  and  asked  him  to  leave.  “I 
didn’t  do  anything,”  the  young  man  com¬ 
plained.  “Why  I  got  to  leave?”  The  clerk  ex¬ 


plained  that  he  could  not  solicit  customers  and 
again  asked  the  trespasser  to  leave,  but  the 
teen  refused  and  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 
doorway  blocking  the  path  of  other  customers. 
“I’m  not  leaving,  and  you  can’t  make  me.”The 
clerk  then  called  911  and  tried  to  take  the  sus¬ 
pect’s  photo  with  a  store  camera.  The  teen 
blocked  the  camera  with  his  hand  and  left  the 
store.  He  was  last  seen  walking  northbound  on 
Castro  toward  24th  Street.  Police  responded 
and  took  a  report  for  documentation. 

Vandalism  to  Bus  Shelter:  25th  and 
Castro,  12-11-07,  6:09  p.m. 

While  patrolling  the  parking  lot  of  James 
Lick  Middle  School,  a  cam'pus  control  officer 
heard  glass  shattering.  When  he  looked  in  the 
direction  of  the  noise,  he  saw  four  teenagers — 
two  girls  and  two  boys,  approximately  12  to 
14  years  old — running  from  a  bus  shelter.  The 
campus  officer  saw  that  one  of  the  shelter’s 
glass  panes  was  shattered  and  its  shards  of 
glass  scattered  on  the  sidewalk  below.  As  the 
group  ran,  one  of  the  vandals  stopped,  went 
back,  picked  up  an  object,  and  broke  the  other 
pane  on  the  bus  shelter.  The  young  teen  then 
caught  up  to  the  group,  last  seen  running  north 
on  Castro  toward  24th  Street.  Police  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  area,  notified  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  for  cleanup,  and  called  Muni 
to  report  the  damaged  shelter. 

Burglary:  4000  block  of  24th  Street,  12-13- 
07,4:13  a.m. 

Police  responded  to  an  audible  alarm  at  an 
electronics  store  on  24th  Street.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived,  they  saw  that  the  front  gate  had  been  slid 
open  and  the  deadbolt  to  the  front  door  un¬ 
locked.  Officers  conducted  a  walk-through  of 
the  store  and  observed  that  several  pieces  of 
merchandise  had  been  knocked  over  and  were 
lying  on  the  floor.  The  back  door  was  open  and 
there  were  lights  on  in  a  storage  room.  The 
store  manager  arrived  and  observed  that  two 
LCD  TVs,  valued  at  over  $700  each,  were 
missing.  Officers  took  photos  of  the  scene  and 
referred  the  case  to  CS1  for  follow-up.  There 
are  no  known  suspects. 

Attempted  Robbery:  24th  and  Church,  1-1- 
08, 1 :38  a.m. 

A  man  was  standing  on  the  comer  when  an¬ 
other  man  riding  a  bicycle  approached  him 
and  said,  “You  think  you’re  black  with  those 
gold  teeth?  Empty  out  your  pockets.”  Fearing 
for  his  safety,  the  man  punched  the  man  rid¬ 
ing  the  bicycle  in  the  head  and  then  started  to 
run.  The  suspect  gave  chase  on  the  bicycle, 
gaining  ground  on  the  victim  as  he  rode  be¬ 
hind.  To  escape,  the  man  jumped  a  fence  and 
ran  through  a  residential  back  yard  yelling  that 
he  was  being  chased.  He  then  jumped  a  wall 
and  climbed  up  on  to  a  deck  and  entered  the 
back  of  a  house.  The  owner  of  the  house 
started  to  scream  seeing  a  strange  man  enter 
her  house.  Seeing  the  commotion,  a  neighbor 


At  the  United  Irish 
Cultural  Center 
2700  45th  Avenue 
@  Sloat 

Saturday  1  st  March 

No  Host  Cocktails 
6:30pm 
Dinner  7pm 

Bid  online  at 

biddingforgood.com 

keyword:  St.  Philip 

Dinner,  Raffles, 
Silent  &-  Live  Auction, 
Awards  Ceremony  &- 


Dancing 


responded  and  tackled  the  man,  holding  him 
down  until  police  arrived.  Officers  look  the 
man  to  Mission  Station,  where  they  sorted  out 
the  facts  and  released  him  without  charge.  Of¬ 
ficers  filed  an  attempted  robbery  report  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  man  and  issued  him  a  case  number. 

Auto  Burglary:  22nd  and  Dolores,  1-1-08, 

6  p.m. 

After  parking  his  truck  overnight  on  the 
corner  of  22nd  and  Dolores,  a  man  returned 
the  next  day  to  discover  that  the  driver-side 
door  lock  had  been  jimmied  and  several  items 
had  been  taken  from  inside  the  cab.  Taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  auto  break-in  was  the  man’s  shoulder 
bag,  which  contained  his  Air  Force  identifi¬ 
cation  card;  two  pairs  of  sunglasses;  and  var¬ 
ious  construction  tools.  Also  taken  was  a  lap¬ 
top  belonging  to  the  U.S.  Air  Force.  The  man 
called  the  police,  filed  a  report,  and  notified 
his  command  of  the  break-in.  There  are  no 
known  suspects. 

Reported  Burglary,  900  block  of  Church 
Street,  1-2-08, 11:24  a.m. 

A  couple  who  were  away  on  vacation  had  a 
friend  watch  their  house  for  them  while  they 
were  away.  The  friend  came  over  one  morn¬ 
ing  and  discovered  that  a  chunk  of  wood  had 
been  chipped  off  a  windowsill,  causing  her  to 
suspect  that  someone  had  stepped  on  the  win¬ 
dowsill  and  broken  it  with  their  weight.  The 
friend  checked  the  rest  of  the  house  and  found 
nothing  amiss.  She  called  police  and  filed  a  re¬ 
port,  and  also  advised  the  neighbors  to  be  on 
the  lookout. 

Stolen  Auto:  4000  block  of  25th  Street,  1- 
6-08,  6:50  p.m. 

A  woman  reported  to  police  Jhat  she 
walked  out  of  the  door  of  her  house  and  saw 
a  man  driving  away  in  her  green  Honda 
Civic.  The  woman  described  the  suspect  as  a 
short  white  male  wearing  a  blue  baseball  cap. 
Officers  filed  a  report  and  advised  the 
woman  to  contact  her  insurance  company. 

Robbery,  27th  and  Dolores,  1-11-08,  7  p.m. 

A  woman  walking  on  Dolores  Street  with 
her  shoulder  purse  strapped  around  her  arm, 
noticed  that  a  gray  four-door  sedan  was  fol¬ 
lowing  slowly  behind  her.  Suddenly,  a  man 


jumped  out  of  the  vehicle,  ran  up  behind  her, 
and  grabbed  her  shoulder  bag,  knocking  her 
to  the  ground.  The  woman  fought  back,  but 
feared  that  the  culprit  might  have  a  weapon 
and  let  go  of  the  bag.  The  robber  grabbed  the 
bag,  which  contained  a  cell  phone,  a  pair  of 
gloves,  various  credit  cards  and  identifica¬ 
tion,  but  no  cash.  He  then  got  back  into  the 
car,  driven  by  another  man,  and  sped  off 
northbound  on  Dolores.  The  woman,  who 
was  unhurt  during  the  attack,  walked  to 
Mission  Station  and  reported  the  incident. 

Patrol  Special  Officer  Jane  Warner  walks  a 
regular  heat  in  Noe  Valley.  You  can  reach  her 
by  sending  an  email  to  sfpatrol@earthlink.net 
or  calling  559-9955. 


The  SFPD  Divides  Noe  in  Half 

oe  Valley  falls  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
two  San  Francisco  police  districts: 

Mission  and  Ingleside.  Mission  Police  Sta¬ 
tion  covers  the  northern  half  of  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  including  24th  Street,  and 
Ingleside  the  southern  half,  starting  at  Cesar 
Chavez  Street. 

Both  districts  hold  monthly  meetings 
that  are  open  to  the  public.  Mission  Police 
District's  community  meetings  are  held  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  the  month,  at  6  p.m.,  at 
Mission  Station.  630  Valencia  Street  near 
17th  Street.  Ingleside's  community  meet¬ 
ings  take  place  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  the 
month,  7  p.m..  at  Ingleside  Police  Station 
off  Balboa  Park  at  San  Jose  Avenue. 

To  speak  to  an  officer  at  Mission 
Station,  call  558-5400  or  e-mail 
SFPDMissionSration@ci.sf.ca.us.  The 
station's  tip  line  for  anonymous  reporting  of  | 
drug  or  gang  activity  is  392-2623.  To 
contact  Ingleside,  call  404-4000  or  e-mail 
SFPDInglesideStation(wci.sf.ca.us.  The  §| 
Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is  575-4444. 

For  citywide  online  reporting,  go  to 
www.sfgov.org!  site! police. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  911.  I 
Using  a  cell  phone?  Call  S.F.  Dispatch, 
553-8090.  For  non-emergencies  or  to  make  § 
a  report,  call  553-0123. 


TILE  SETTING 

Ceramic  Natural  Stone  Porcelain  Glass 

Old  World  Craftsmanship  21st  Century  Techniques 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


Not  only  do  we  have  hundreds  of  sofas,  sectionals  and  fabrics  to 
choose  from,  we  can  custom  build  your  design  to  the  specific 
dimensions  of  your  living  space.  Don't  wait,  go  configure  at  Artesanias. 


COW  HOLLOW  STORE. 
1741  Greenwich  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94123 
415  322  2783 


Artesanias 

unique  home  furnishings 


1747  CHURCH  @  DAY 

MON-  CLOSED 
TUES-THURS  11AM  -7PM 
FRI 11AM  -  6PM 
SAT- SUN  10AM  •  6PM 
415  643  6309 
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St.  John  School 


John's 
Nalioiwl , 


INNOVATIONS' 

IK  [tCMiOlOttV 


925  Chenery  Street 

in  beautiful  Glen  Park  •  (K-8) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-584  8383 

www.stjohnseagles.com 

Tours  Daily  -  9  a.m.  &  2:30  p.nt. 
or  call  for  an  appointment 


Mayor 


BOOKS  &  RECORDS 


653  CHENERY 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
415.586.3733 
BIRD-BECKEH.COM 

7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 


Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


M 


EIGHBOR 


r 

GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 


GENERAL  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 


V 


( 

“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 
without  the  fear.’’ 

\ _ J 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 

V _ _ _ ) 


Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Twtsday  Night  is  Family  Night! 


CP  liacls 


683  Chenery  Street  in  Glen  Part  337-8537 


reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 


www.chenerypark.com 


•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 

Artistic  Fencing 

Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

Drainage  Issues 
Planting 
Lighting 

Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 

Hot  Tub 

Phone  41  5-380-0604  Installation 

Landscape  &  General  Contractors  SMALL  SPACES  A 
Ca.  Lie.  #  S62324  SPECIALTY 
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Two  Parks  Celebrate 
Renovations 

Everyone  is  invited  to  Dolores  Park  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  2,  from  1 1  a.m.  until  noon, 
for  an  “I  Love  My  Playground”  Valentine 
party.  The  Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Play¬ 
ground  has  partnered  with  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Parks  Council  to  host  the  event, 
which  will  celebrate  a  boost  in  funding 
for  renovation  of  the  playground,  at  Do¬ 
lores  and  19th  streets.  “We  want  to  create 
a  world-class  playground  at  Dolores 
Park,”  said  Nancy  Gonzalez  Madynski,  a 
spokesperson  for  Friends. 

To  get  people  into  the  swing  of  things, 
the  Alphabet  Rockers — a  band  that 
“mixes  cool  with  school” — will  perform 
songs  from  its  debut  CD  Alphabet  Rock¬ 
ers.  Refreshments  and  valentines  will  be 
shared,  and  Supervisors  Bevan  Dufty  and 
Ross  Mirkarimi  will  be  on  hand  to  ap¬ 
plaud  the  grassroots  effort.  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  has  been  invited,  too. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground,  visit 
www.friendsofdolorespark.org. 

If  you  miss  that  celebration,  your  next 
park  date  will  be  the  Feb.  9  dedication  of 
the  new  children’s  playground  at  Noe 
Courts  park  on  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Douglass  streets.  Kids  can  try  out  color¬ 
ful  new  play  structures  and  swingsets  in 
a  freshly  surfaced  park,  courtesy  of  a 
fundraising  campaign  launched  more 
than  three  years  ago  by  Friends  of  Noe 
Courts  Playground.  Festivities,  which 
were  still  being  arranged  when  the  Voice 
went  to  press,  will  kick  off  at  1 1  a.m.  To 
find  out  the  particulars,  email  Laura  Nor¬ 
man  of  FNCP  at  lauranor@yahoo.com. 


The  Story  of  a  Pig  in  Love 

Noe  Valley  resident  Maria  van 
Lieshout  has  published  a  children’s  book. 
Bloom!  A  Little  Book  About  Finding 
Love — starring  a  pig  who  falls  in  love — 
just  in  time  for  Valentine’s  Day.  Bloom’s 
publication  marks  van  Lieshout’s  debut 
as  an  author/illustrator,  though  she  has 
previously  illustrated  two  books  pub¬ 
lished  in  her  native  Holland  and  one  for 
a  Canadian  publisher. 

The  book’s  story  and  pictures  have  al¬ 
ready  won  acclaim:  Images  from  Bloom 
were  selected  by  the  Society  of  Illustra¬ 
tors  for  its  49th 
Annual  Exhibi¬ 
tion  in  the  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Illustration  in 
New  York  and  for 
publication  in  its 
spring  2008  an¬ 
nual.  Publisher's 
Weekly  praised 
the  book  in  a  starred  review  in  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  December  2007  issue. 

This  month,  van  Lieshout  will  cele¬ 
brate  the  local  launch  of  her  book  with  a 
Valentine’s  book  party  at  Cover  to  Cover 
Booksellers,  Castro  Street  near  24th 
Street,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  7,  from  5  to  7 
p.m.  The  author  will  read  from  Bloom, 
create  some  drawings,  and  sign  copies  of 
the  book.  To  find  out  more  about  Bloom. 
visit  www.bloomIoves.com. 

Ministry  Hosts  Bluegrass  Stars 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  host  to 
three  of  the  30  shows  scheduled  for  the 
ninth  annual  San  Francisco  Bluegrass  and 
Old-Time  Festival,  which  runs  through 
Saturday,  Feb.  9.  A  total  of  57  bands  will 
perform  at  17  Bay  Area  venues,  includ¬ 
ing  nearby  Cafe  du  Nord,  the  Make-Out 
Room,  12  Galaxies,  and  the  Atlas  Cafe. 
This  year,  the  nonprofit,  all-volunteer-run 
festival  includes  a  two-day  bluegrass  and 


old-time  film  festival  at  the  Red  Vic 
Movie  House,  1727  Haight  Street  be¬ 
tween  Cole  and  Shrader  streets,  and  a  full 
day  of  workshops. 

The  performances  at  the  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  Street  between  Elizabeth 
and  23rd  streets,  feature  some  of  the  fes¬ 
tival’s  most  prominent  acts.  On  Saturday, 
Feb.  2,  the  Crooked  Jades,  Stairwell  Sis¬ 
ters,  and  the  Spring  Creek  Bluegrass 
Band  will  perform  together.  Tickets  are 
$20  in  advance  or  $22  at  the  door.  Then 
on  Friday,  Feb.  8,  catch  Jackstraw,  Fret 
Not,  and  the  Wranglers  for  $18  in  ad¬ 
vance  or  $20  at  the  door. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  fest,  Saturday, 
Feb.  9,  Peter  Rowan  will  perform  with 
Eric  and  Suzy  Thompson;  tickets  are  $23 
in  advance  or  $25  at  the  door.  All  Min¬ 
istry  shows  are  at  7:30  p.m.;  doors  open 
at  7  p.m.  For  more  information  about  the 
festival  or  for  advance  tickets,  visit 
www.sfbluegrass.org.  Advance  tickets 
are  also  available  in  person  at  Streetlight 
Records,  3979  24th  St.;  282-3550. 

A  Yogi  Who  Makes  House  Calls 

Noe  Valley  yoga  teacher  Brick  Thorn¬ 
ton  has  developed  a  new  twist  on  an  an¬ 
cient  art:  personalized  yoga  lessons  at 
home. 

Thornton,  who  lives  on  25th  Street  but 
spent  four  years  studying  . and  teaching 
yoga  in  India,  hopes  his  approach  to  yoga 
will  make  it  accessible  to  more  people. 
“Too  many  people  are  beginning  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  only  the  super-fit  and  hyper- 
flexible  can  enjoy  yoga’s  benefits,”  he 
says.  “[But]  yoga  was  never  meant  to  be 
exclusive.” 

When  he  makes  a  home  visit,  he  says, 
he  first  assesses  his  client's  goals  and 
physical  condition.  Then,  with  the  client’s 
help,  he  develops  a  specially  tailored  pro¬ 
gram  of  yoga  stretches  and  meditation. 
“A  practice  is  designed  for  you  from  the 
ground  up,”  he  says. 


Brick  Thornton  of  25th  Street  has  recently 
begun  to  offer  yoga  instruction  to  clients  in 
their  homes.  Photo  by  Erica  Mueller 


Not  only  does  Thornton  provide  pri¬ 
vate  yoga  instruction,  he  also  teaches 
doctors  and  outpatients  at  Kaiser  Perma- 
nente.  For  more  details  about  his  in-home 
yoga  service,  visit  www.yogayana.com. 

Money  for  Collaborative  Artists 

More  than  $650,000  is  available  from 
the  Creative  Work  Fund  to  support  liter¬ 
ary  and  performing  artists  working  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  nonprofit  groups.  Grants 
of  $10,000  to  $40,000  will  be  awarded  in 
September  2008  to  artists  living  in  Ala¬ 
meda,  Contra  Costa,  Monterey,  Napa,  San 
Francisco,  San  Mateo,  Santa  Cruz,  Solano, 
or  Sonoma  County.  The  directors  of  the 
Creative  Work  Fund  are  looking  for  pro¬ 
posals  in  which  artists  plan  to  create  new 
art  and  work  actively  with  a  nonprofit  to 
engage  members  of  the  community. 

To  participate  in  the  selection  process, 
artists  and  their  collaborating  nonprofits 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  27 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


Stunning  Remodeled  Condo  With  a  View 

Stunning  remodeled  top  floor  2  level,  2BD/1.5BA  corner 
VIEW  condo.  Many  designer  touches.  Plantation  shutters 
&  2  Murano  glass  fixtures.  Gourmet  eat-in  kitchen.  Deck 
off  living/dining  room  with  spectacular  Bay  &  City  views. 
Wood  burning  fireplace.  Marble  bath  with  cherry  cabinets 
&  contemporary  fixtures.  Storage  room  &  1  car  gar.  pkg 
with.  A  must  see!!! 

Offered  at  $749,000 

Lisa  Camozzi  & 

Jim  Laufenberg 
415.338.0212 

Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex 

Desirable  &  convenient  location  on  a  tree-lined  side 
terrace  off  Market.  #1)  Full  upper  level  2BD  flat  is 
filled  with  light  from  numerous  skylights.  Unit  includes 
a  private  deck  &  laundry  room  with  washer  &  dryer. 
Spacious  living  room  &  kitchen.  #2)Junior  1BD  with 
private  rear  deck.  #3)  Lower  front  studio.  Large  garage 
&  storage  for  upper  unit  only.  Close  to  everything. 
Offered  at:  $1,145,000 


Betty  Taisch 
415.338.0121 


Avoid  HOA  fees 

Come  see  this  one  of  a  kind  home.  The  home  Which  is  ' 
zoned  RH-2  is  a  1BD/1BA  with  a  garage.  Also  has  an 
unwarranted  room  downstairs.  This  home  is  perfect  to 
be  near  everything.  Walk  to  Church  Street  Restaurants 
or  enjoy  24th  St  Shops.  Take  a  quick  hike  up  Cortland 
you're  in  the'heart  of  Bernal.  Take  the  Muni  and  you’re 
downtown  quickly. 

Offered  at:  $649,000 
* 

Tony  Alejandre 
415.338.0227 


Lakeside  -  2633  Ocean  Avenue  415.334.1880 
Market  -  2355  Market  Street  415.437.4500 

Now  Open 


wmmm 
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Available! 


Noe  Valley  Listed  for  $2,100,000 

This  home  has  undergone  a  significant  expansion  and  meticulous  renovation  with  particular  attention  to 
design  detail,  custom  finishes  and  natural  light.  Behind  the  butter-colored  Mediterranean  fagade  is  a  stunning 
home  with  a  contemporary  open  floor  plan  ideal  for  gracious  entertaining  and  comfortable  everyday  living. 
The  chefs  kitchen  opens  into  a  spectacular  family  room  with  an  expanse  of  windows  that  captures  abundant 
natural  light  and  unparalleled  South  and  East  views  of  the  City  and  Bay  and  leads  to  the  panoramic  view 
deck.  This  home  is  complete  with  four  bedrooms,  four  full  baths,  a  formal  dining  room,  home  office,  garden 
suite,  a  terraced  south-facing  yard,  and  two-car  parking.  Transportation,  shopping  and  dining  are  easily 
accessible  from  the  home's  location.  Peter  Monti  41 5.701 .2628 

www.549-28thStreet.com 


Noe  Valley  Listed  for  $1,049,000 

If  you  crave  the  comforts  of  generous  open  space  -  this 
4BR/2BA  home  is  perfect  for  you!  This  house-like  condo  is 
a  2-level  top  floor  unit  in  a  2-unit  Victorian  building.  Close  to 
transportation,  shopping  and  all  your  favorite  restaurants. 

Erica  Satbel  Levin  41 5.738.721 6/Lisa  Thompson  41 5.701 .2605 


Mission  Starting  at  $585,000 

New  Year,  New  Prices!  Mission  Valencia  combines  classic  design, 
contemporary  textures  and  warm  colors  with  San  Francisco's 
favorite  neighborhoods.  Located  at  the  crossroads  of  Noe  Valley, 
Bernal  Heights  &  the  Mission,  these  20  newly  constructed  residences 
offer  the  best  of  modern  living.  Collen  Cotter  415.738.7079 


r 

Levi  Plaza 

415.738.7000 

paragon-re.com 

Civic  Center 

415.565.0S00 

j 

BLACKLINE 

I  CONSTRUCTION 

THfNK  I  BUILD  i  MODERN 

Blackline  Construction  specializes  in  building  modern  spaces  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  We  construct  residences  that  are  elegant, 
inviting  and  long  lasting.  During  our  projects,  we  develop  collaborative 
and  trust-based  partnerships  with  our  clients  and  their  architects.  Our 
expert  execution  of  your  modern  design  completes  the  equation  that 
defines  the  beauty  of  your  space. 

(415)  412-2370 

License  #  783873 

WWW.BLACKLINECONSTRUCTION.COM 

info@blacklineconstruction.com 


CASTRO  COMPUTER  SERVICES 


Sales  •  Service  •  Networking  •  Support 

Microsoft 

CERTIFIED 

Systems  Engineer 

Convenient  ON  and  OFF  Site  Service! 

826-6678 

email:  ccs@CastroComputerServices.com 


V500  Castro  St.  @  25th  St. 


Design  then  Build 

Landscape 

Interior 

Graphics 

Media 


A  onsite  design  quality  check 


Berkeley  remodel.  2007  ► 


Let ’s  Start  Green:' Receive  a  FREE  CFL  LIGHT  BULB  for  every  500  sq-ff  of  project  area 


seadot@pacbell.net  www.seadotdesign.biz 


IF  ONLY  YOUR  LIFE  WERE  THIS  ORGANIZED. 


Custom  storage  solutions  for  every  room  in  your  house. 

•  Closets  •  Offices  •  Garages  •  Laundry  Rooms 

•  Pantries  •  Entertainment  Centers 


$400  OFF 

Minimum  purchase  of  $3000.  Expires  3/31/08. 


Call  for  a  FREE  design  consultation 


650.595.9999 


www.closetfactory.com 
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must  submit  three-page  letters  of  inquiry 
by  5  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  March  5.  Let¬ 
ters  of  inquiry  should  go  to  the  Creative 
Work  Fund,  One  Lombard  Street,  Suite 
305,  San  Francisco.  CA  94111. 

Detailed  information  about  the  appli¬ 
cation  process  is  available  online  at 
www.creativeworkfund.org. 

Protect  Those  Picassos 

If  you’ve  run  out  of  space  on  the  re¬ 
frigerator  for  your  kids’  artwork,  don’t 
despair.  Debbie  Symanovich,  who  lives 
"on  Worth  Street  near  Alvarado  School, 
has  created  a  way  to  preserve  the  piles  of 
art  children  bring  home.  Through  her  home 
business  called  FleartBound,  she  makes 
heirloom-quality  hardcover  books  of 
children’s  art.  Typically,  the  books  have 
20  pieces  of  art,  which  are  reproduced  us¬ 
ing  archival  inks  and  acid-free  materials. 

Symanovich,  who  launched  Heart- 
Bound  in  2005,  has  recently  added  new 
products,  including  a  coffee-table  book, 
note  cards,  prints;  and  clipboards.  To  find 
out  more,  visit  her  web  site  at  www. heart 
bound.net,  email  debbie@heartbound 
.net,  or  call  415-695-0274. 

Music  Series  Plays  Heartstrings 

The  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  Series 
presents  a  special  Valentine’s  perfor¬ 
mance  this  month  featuring  the  vocal 
group  San  Francisco  Renaissance  Voices 
and  lute  performer  Scott  Shubeck.  The 
troupe  will  perform  a  “Feast  for  St.  Valen¬ 
tine”  on  Sunday,  Feb.  10,  at  4  p.m.  First, 


the  audience  will  witness  a  trial  in  the  Re¬ 
naissance  Court  of  Love,  complete  with 
troubadour  songs,  airs  de  coeur,  and  mu¬ 
sic  for  the  lute.  After  the  judge  renders  her 
verdict,  celebrate  with  the  group’s  per¬ 
formance  of  Orlando  di  Lasso’s  tongue- 
in-cheek  mass  M issa  super  Mon  Coeur  se 
recommande  a  vous  (My  Heart  Is  Offered 
Still  to  You). 

A  few  weeks  later,  on  Sunday,  March 
2,  cellist  Jennifer  Culp  and  pianist  Betty 
Woo  will  perform  the  Strauss  Sonata  in  F 
major.  Op.  6,  and  the  Rachmaninoff 
Sonata  in  g  minor.  Op.  19.  If  the  ink  is  dry, 
they’ll  also  perform  a  new  piece  written 
especially  for  them. 

All  Chamber  Music  Series  concerts  are 
held  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street.  General  ad¬ 
mission  tickets  are  $18.  More  informa¬ 
tion,  including  the  rest  of  the  spring  2008 
concert  lineup,  can  be  found  at 
www.nvcm.org. 

Photographer  Focuses  the  Mind 

Neighborhood  psychiatrist  and  pho¬ 
tographer  Robert  Root,  who  has  lived  in 
Noe  Valley  for  12  years,  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  book  of  his  photographs.  Image 
in  Mind:  Perspectives  on  Culture.  Land¬ 
scape.  and  the  Photographic  Relation¬ 
ship  includes  74  color  images  from 
Root’s  travels  across  several  continents. 

Although  Root  trained  for  the  practice 
of  psychiatry  at  Yale  Medical  School,  as 
a  photographer,  he  says,  “I  am  essentially 
self-taught  and  have  considered  myself  a 
photographer  for  about  20-plus  years.” 

.  Photographers  and  psychiatrists,  he  be¬ 
lieves,  share  a  certain  sensibility. 

In  Image  in  Mind,  he  explains,  “By  ob¬ 
serving  with  an  open  mind,  and  paying  at¬ 
tention  to  the  feelings  elicited  by  these 
images,  we  learn  more  about  humanity 
and  suffering.” 

The  book  is  available  at  Cover  to  Cover 


Booksellers  on  Castro  Street  and  Phoenix 
Books  on  24th  Street. 

Poetry  Book  Launch  for 
Janell  Moon 

Local  poet  Janell  Moon,  whose  office 
is  on  23rd  Street,  is  publishing  her  10th 
book  this  month,  a  volume  of  poetry  ti¬ 
tled  Riding  Free  in  a  New  Studebaker. 
According  to  Moon,  this  is  the  book  “I 
was  meant  to  write.” 

Moon  will  appear  at  the  Radar  Read¬ 
ing  Series,  hosted  by  Michelle  Tea,  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  12,  at  6  p.m.  sharp  at  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library’s  main 
branch,  1 00  Larkin  Street  at  Grove  Street. 
She'll  read  again  with  Leslie  Kirk  Camp¬ 
bell  at  the  San  Francisco  Center  for  the 
Book,  300  DeHaro  Street  at  16th  Street, 
on  Friday,  Feb.  22,  at  7  p.m.  A  free  broad¬ 
side  of  a  poem  will  be  available  there. 

If  you  miss  her  at  those  readings,  be 


sure  to  catch  Moon  on  Monday,  March  3, 
at  7  p,m.  in  the  Gallery  Cafe  at  the  All  Po¬ 
ets  Welcome  Reading  Series,  1200  Ma¬ 
son  Street  at  Washington  Street  in  San 
Francisco. 

Play  Explores  Love  and  War 

Come  Home,  a  solo  play  about  26  black 
soldiers  who  leave  their  home  in  rural 
Arkansas  to  fight  against  Germany  in 
World  War  II,  is  making  its  world  pre¬ 
miere  this  month  on  the  main  stage  at  the 
Marsh.  In  the  new  work,  playwright  Jove- 
lyn  Richards  explores  how  war  and  vio¬ 
lence  change  the  soldiers  who  fight  and 
the  families  who  wait  for  them  back 
home.  Her  heroine  is  Donna  Ray,  a  joy¬ 
ful  young  bride  as  the  play  opens,  a  re¬ 
silient  Mrs.  D  at  its  close.  Performances 
are  scheduled  Thursdays  through  Satur¬ 
days  at  8  p.m.,  Jan.  3 1  through  March  8. 
Tickets  are  available  on  a  sliding  scale, 
$  1 8  to  $35  each.  For  tickets,  call  800-838- 
3006  or  visit  www.themarsh.org. 


~~ 

Bathroom  &  Kitchen 
Remodeling 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938 
Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 


outer  noe  valley 

1793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 


REFRESHINGLY  GLOBAL 


CRS,  LTG,  PMN.  CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President's  Premiere 
Top  1%  Nationally 


cotouieu. 

BANIteRQ 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


Betty  Taisch 

Top  Producer 


3080  Market  Street  -  $1,145,000 
Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex  located  in  a  desirable 

&  convenient  location.  Unit  1)  Full  upper  level 

> 

2BR  flat  is  filled  witty  light  from  numerous 
skylights.  This  unit  includes  a  private  deck  & 
laundry  room  w/washer  &  dryer  hook  up.  Spacious 
living  room,  eat-in  kitchen  &  wonderful  views  of 
the  bay.  Perfect  for  owners  unit.  Unit  2)  Junior  1 
bed  apartment  w/private  tear  deck.  Unit  3)  Studio 
with  separate  kitchen. 


1351-1355  Harrison  Street  $1,125,000 
Wonderful  Victorian  mixed  use  building.  1st  floor: 
Commercial  store  front.  Hardwood  floors,  open 
floor  plan,  security  system,  high  ceilings  with  track 
lighting  2nd  floor.  Original  4  room  flat,  now  with 
open  floor  plan  &  hardwood  floors,  "living  room” 
with  fireplace,  eat-in  kitchen  with  ceramic  tile  floor, 
&  dishwasher.  Top  floor:  Wonderful,  bright,  loft  like 
space  w/some  partitions  &  hardwood  floors.  Nicely 
updated  kitchen  with  stainless  appliances. 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide,  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home 
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aSKI^liS 


nAtURALLy  dyed  ruc,s 


3775  24TH  STREET 
415.401.8833  WWW.  NomadRu^s  .com 


NOMAD  1 

RUGS 


Antique  •  Persian 

Contemporary 

Tribal 


T he 

San  Francisco 
Myr+ery 
Bookstore 

¥175  2¥Fh  Street 

¥15'2S2-7¥¥¥ 

if  «v»  v  it  e  r y  f>  o  o  k  i©  a  o  {.  c  o  t* 

Open  Sunday  -  Thursday 
11:00  a.tn.  -  6;00  *>.!*. 
Friday  £  Saturday 

11:oo  a.w.  -  7; oo 

The  Best  Place  on  The 
P(anet  to  f>oy  iviysteries 
is  The  San  Francisco 
Mystery  Book  Store? 
the  o(</est  iv»ys+ery 
hook  store  in  the  0,S,! 


A  Culinary  Journey  through  the 
Italian  Island  of  Sardinia 

TO  GO  ORDERS  WELCOME  - 
FOR  PIZZA  LOVERS! 

Open:  Tues.  -  Sun.  •  5:30  -  10:00  p.m. 

291  30th  Street  at  Church  •  415-550-8114 
www.laciccia.com 


ofje  iS  in  i/e  -  //it'  (fi 


2008 


Valentine  Balloons  of  Every  Kind 

Beautiful  and  Unique  Gift  Items 
for  that  Special  Someone  or  for  the 

Oscars  and  St.  Patrick's  Day 


]V1  ardi  Gras 
too! 


VALENTINE'S  DAY  SPECIAL:  One  Free  Mylar  Balloon 
with  purchase  of  two  dozen  Latex  Balloons 

1600  Church  Street  at  28th  •  415-824-0414 

Open  Noon  -  7  Monday  -  Friday  •  10-6  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 


•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 


Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 


Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


$2,180,000 


Pacific  Hts  (lower)  $2,495,000 


St.  Francis  Wood 


Pacific  Heights  $19,750,000 

Beaux  Arts  Mansion  with  sweeping 
views.  1 1  fireplaces,  6-car  garage,  8+BR, 
8  full  BA,  3  half  BA’s.  Artist’s  studio. 
Wine  cellar.  Au-pair  suite.  Huge  lot. 


Detached  Italianate  Victorian.  Quiet  Block 
close  to  Fillmore.  Open,  flexible  floor  plan. 
5BR/3.5BA,  decks,  2-car  parking. 


LUXURY 

PORT/OLIQ' 

FINE  PROPERTY  COLLECTION 


Noe  Valley  |  Cow  Hollow  |  Downtown 
Mill  Valley  |  Burlingame 

415.296.0123  |  mcguire.com 


Masten  &  Hurd  designed  English  Tu¬ 
dor  w/w-out  grdn!  5BR  (4BR’s  on  2nd 
fir),  3BA,  sunken  FLR,  FDR,  eat-in  kit, 
2  frplcs,  2-car  gar,  elevator,  hdwd  firs, 
French  doors. 


MCGUIRE 

Real.  Estate  Since  1919 


Twin  Peaks  $1,895,000 

Top  floor  2  story  4BR/3BA  condo  w/ 
vus,  eat-in  kit,  family  rm,  FDR,  3  frplcs, 
3  skylights,  elevator  &  2-car  pkg.  Work¬ 
manship,  design,  &  materials  are  of  the 
highest  quality. 


Corona  Heights  $1,425,000 

Top-flr  3BR  renovated  w/vus.  Upper 
lvl:  LR/DR  adjoins  chefs  kit  &  off  area. 
Master  Ste  w/opens  to  deck.  Master 
BA,  2nd  BR  &  full  BA.  Lower  lvl:  bo¬ 
nus  rm/BR,  deck,  3rd  BA,  wine  cellar,  1 
car  garage.  3  frplcs. ' 


Twin  Peaks  $1,349,000 

New  construction,  great  middle  unit  con¬ 
do  w/views.  3BR/2BA,  eat-in  kit/family 
rm,  office,  3  fries,  skylights,  elevator, 
pkg  &  decks.  Brazilian  teak  hrdwd  firs, 
hi-end  appliances,  &  designer  touches. 


Dolores  Heights  '$1,295,000 

Dolores  Heights  Victoria  gem,  3BR/ 
2BA,  2pkg,  Victorian  details,  bonus  of¬ 
fice,  secluded  garden  w/hot  tub  and  large 
deck.  Coveted  block  near  Dolores  Park, 
J  Church. 


Balboa  Terrace 


$1,950,000 


Arts  &  Crafts  style  Spanish  Medit  man¬ 
sion  w/pano  vus!  5BR/4BA,  library,  FLR, 
FDR,  fam  rm,  media  rm,  home  ofc,  3  fr¬ 
plcs,  wine  cellar,  wet  bar,  lg  gar,  w-out 
terr,  patio/garden,  stor! 


Noe  Valley  $1,395,000 

SFD  on  50’  x  114’  lot  with  3BR/2BA,  2- 
car  garage,  fireplace,  Bay  views,  storage, 
plus  large  yard  with  greenhouse  and  bam. 


Twin  Peaks  $1,329,000 

1-of-a-kind  lower  condo  w/private 
courtyard.  3BR/2BA,  eat-in  kitchen/ 
family  room,  3  fireplaces,  hardwd 
floors,  marble,  granite,  stone  &  high 
end  Thermador  appliances. 


Diamond  Heights  $579,000 

1BR/1BA  Condo  featuring  hardwood 
floors,  granite  and  s/s  kitchen,  office  al¬ 
cove,  fireplace,  beautiful  outlook,  heated 
pool,  fitness  center  &  parking! 


Alamo  Square  $699,000 

Townhouse  with  2BR/2  full  BA,  hard¬ 
wood  floors,  hi  end  finishes  thruout,  S/S 
Appliances,  walk  to  the  park,  parking. 
HOA  paid  for  1  year. 
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FEBRUARY  2008 


Feb.  1  &  2:  The  California  Music  Educa¬ 
tors'  Association  JAZZ  FESTIVAL  features 
groups  from  the  entire  Bay  Area.  8  am-5 
pm.  SF  School  of  the  Arts,  555  Portola. 
695-5720;  www.slsola-plsa.org. 

Feb.  1-3:  TAKAMI  &  MoBu  Dance  Group 
present  a  dance  performance,  Illusion  2. 

Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  7  pm.  SomArts 
Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan.  864-4126; 
www.  mobudancestudio.  com. 

Feb.  1,  8,  22  &  29:  City  College  Older 
Adults  Program  sponsors  a  free  discussion 
series  on  ARTHRITIS.  9:30  am-noon.  The 
Sequoias,  1501  Post.  551-1122. 

Feb.  1,8, 15,  22  &  29:  Friday  BINGO 
at  St.  Paul's  begins  at  7  pm  (doors  open  at 
5  pm).  Parish  Hall,  221  Valley.  648-7538. 

Feb.  1-16:  Sharon  Eberhardt's  play  Sav¬ 
age  Arts  is  based  on  the  true  story  of  an 
Indian  WITCHCRAFT  TRIAL  in  the  1 930s. 
Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valen¬ 
cia.  1-800-838-3006;  www.themarsh.org. 

Feb.  1-27:  CREATIVITY  EXPLORED  hosts 
a  group  exhibition  of  sculptural  found 
objects,  “Finders  Keepers.”  Mon.-Fri.,  10 
am-3  pm;  Sat.,  1-6  pm.  3245  16th.  863- 
2108;  www.crealiviiyexplored.org. 

Feb.  1-29:  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CENTER 
serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over  60, 
weekdays  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  648-1030. 

Feb.  1-29:  OVEREATERS  ANONYMOUS 
meets  Mon.-Sat„  7-8  am.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Feb.  1-March  1:  A  GROUP  SHOW  at 
City  Art  Cooperative  Gallery  has  an  artists' 
reception  Feb.  1,  from  7 to  10 pm.  Wed- 
Sun.,  noon-9  pm.  828  Valencia.  970-9900; 
www.  cityartgallery.  org. 

Feb.  1-March  8:  Come  Home.  Jovelyn 
Richards'  solo  play  about  black  soldiers 
and  their  families  during  World  War  II,  pre¬ 
mieres  at  the  Marsh.  Thurs.-Sat.,  8  pm. 
1062  Valencia.  1-800-838-3006; 
www.themarsh.org. 


Feb.  2:  The  Swinging  GUITARS  of  Tom 
Huber  and  Misisipi  Mike  (8:30  am)  and 
Failure  to  Disperse  (10:30  am)  play  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market.  24th  &  Vicks¬ 
burg.  248-1332;  www.noevatieyfarmers- 
markel.com. 

Feb.  2:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  sponsors 
“Writing  the  Sacred,"  a  WORKSHOP  look¬ 
ing  at  the  poetic  elements  of  the  Bible’s 
Psalms  and  offering  a  chance  to  write  your 
own  sacred  poem.  10  am-12:30  pm.  1021 
Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Feb.  2:  The  10th  annual  Lunar  New  Year 
FLOWER  MARKET  at  Strybing  Arboretum 
features  performances  by  Lion  Dancers 
and  Chinese  acrobats.  10  am-3  pm. 

Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Avenue  &  Lincoln. 
661  -1 31 6;  www.slbotanicalgarden.org. 

Feb.  2:  The  band  Alphabet  Rockers  per¬ 
forms  at  the  “I  Love  My  Playground"  event 
celebrating  DOLORES  PARK  Playground. 

11  am-noon.  19th  &  Dolores.  828-5772; 
www.  triendsofdolorespark.  org. 

Feb.  2:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
hosts  the  SF  BLUEGRASS  &  Old-Time 
Music  Festival,  with  performances  by 
the  Stairwell  Sisters,  the  Crooked  Jades, 
and  Spring  Creek.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  454-5238; 
www.noevaiteymusicseries.com. 

Feb.  2:  DICK  CHENEY  (performed  by  Ed 
Holmes  of  the  SF  Mime  Troupe)  delivers 
the  monthly  Soap  Box  Lecture.  10-10:30 
pm.  Bernal  Bubbles,  397  Cortland.  821- 
9530;  www.bernalbubbles.com. 

Feb.  3:  Rocket  DOG  RESCUE  shows  off 
adoptable  dogs  in  front  of  Zephyr  Real 
Estate.  Noon-4  pm.  4040  24th.  642-4786. 

Feb.  3:  St.  Paul's  hosts  a  SUPER  BOWL 
PARTY  with  refreshments  from  2  to  8  pm. 
Farana  Hall,  221  Valley.  648-7538. 

Feb.  4-27:  SF  Library's  BOOKMOBILE  ■ 
parks  in  Noe  Valley  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays,  10:30  am-1  pm.  665  Eliza¬ 
beth.  557-4353. 


Feb.  4-28:  The  Mission  Branch  Library 
offers  HOMEWORK  HELP  for  kids  in 
grades  K-7  Monday  through  Thursday 
(except  Feb.  18),  4-6  pm.  300  Bartlett  at 
24th.  355-2800;  www.slpl.org. 

Feb.  5:  The  California  PRIMARY  ELEC¬ 
TION!  Polls  are  open  7  am  to  8  pm.  For 
more  information:  1-800-345-VOTE. 

Feb.  5:  The  SPCA's  PET  LOSS  support 
group  is  moderated  by  Dr.  Betty  Carmack. 
7:30-9  pm.  243.Alabama.  554-3050. 

Feb.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  LANGO  holds  a 
"Tot/Parent  Spanish”  class  at  10  am.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez,  282-2317; 
www.langokids.com. 

Feb.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  Chris  Sequeira 
gives  a  beginners  TAI  CHI  class  at  6  pm  on 
Tuesdays.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  Call  to  register:  773-8185  or 
650-756-6857. 

Feb.  5, 12, 19  &  26:  The  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple  holds  an  introduction  to 
MEDITATION  on  Tuesdays.  7-8:30  pm. 
3324  17th.  503-1187. 

Feb.  5, 19  &  26:  The  Noe  Valley  Library 
sponsors  LAPSITS  for  babies  and  toddlers 
at  10:15  am,  and  preschool  STORY  TIME 
at  11  am.  Bethany  UMC,  1268  Sanchez. 
647-8393;  www.stpi.org. 

Feb.  6, 13,  20  &  27:  Danielle  is  the 
STORYTELLER  (with  help  from  her  new 
baby,  Charlotte)  at  Cover  to  Cover's 
Wednesday  story  hour.  3-4  pm.  1307 
Castro.  282-8080. 

Feb.  6:  Seven  authors— Anna  Furtado, 
Gabrielle  Goldsby,  Karin  Kallmaker,  JLee 
Meyer,  Ursula  Steck,  and  Diane  and  Jack 
Anderson-Minshall — appear  at  the  Les¬ 
bian  Genre  Fiction  TOUR  at  the  Main 
Library.  6-7:45  pm.  100  Larkin.  557-4400; 
www.slpl.org. 

Feb.  7:  Local  author/illustrator  Maria  Van 
Lieshout  introduces  her  children's  book 
Bloom! at  Cover  to  Cover.  5  pm.  1307 
Castro.  282-8080. 


Feb.  7:  Artists'  Television  Access  screens 
Moments  with  Fidel,  a  2004  DOCUMEN¬ 
TARY  about  the  Cuban  leader's  life.  7:30- 

9  pm.  992  Valencia.  824-3890. 

Feb.  7, 14,  21  &  28:  Meet  at  Holey. 
Bagel  for  a  Thursday  STROLLER  WALK. 

11  am.  3872  24th.  www.noestrolls.com. 

Feb.  7-March  2:  Theater  Rhinoceros 
presents  the  Mamet  PLAY  Boston  Mar¬ 
riage.  Wed. -Sat.,  8  pm;  Sun.,  3  pm;  Feb. 
10,  7  pm.  2926 16th.  861-5079. 

Feb.  8:  “NUDES,"  a  group  exhibit  at 
Rozanoff  Art,  features  work  by  Marlene 
Aron,  Anna  Efanova,  Giovanna  Giordano, 
Igor  Koutsenko,  Jakob  Kalousek,  Crystal 
Morey,  and  Thorina  Rose.  Reception  6-9 
pm:  355  29th.  917-251-3179; 
www.rozanoffart.com. 

Feb.  8:  The  San  Francisco  Bicycle  Coali¬ 
tion's  “LOVE  on  Wheels”  is  a  dating  game 
for  two-wheelers.  6-10  pm.  Rickshaw  Stop, 
155  Fell.  431-BIKE;  www.sfbike.org. 

Feb.  8:  Jackstraw,  the  Wranglers,  and 
Fretnot  perform  at  the  SF  BLUEGRASS  & 
Old-Time  Music  Festival.  7:30  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  454-5238; 
www.  noevaiieymusicseries.  com. 

Feb.  8:  ELBO  ROOM  hosts  a  Free  Funk 
Friday  benefit  for  the  International  Dyslexia 
Association.  1 0  pm-2  am.  647  Valencia. 
552-7788;  www.elbo.com. 

Feb.  9:  The  Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market 
hosts  MUSIC  by  Jude  (8:30  am)  and  They 
Call  Me  Lucky  (10:30  am).  24th  &  Vicks¬ 
burg.  248-1332;  www.noevalleytarmers- 
market.com. 

Feb.  9:  Dr.  Pat  Zrelak  discusses  the 
recognition  and  prevention  of  STROKES  at 
the  Older  Women's  League  (OWL)  meeting. 

10  am.  870  Market,  Room  1185. 989-4422. 

Feb.  9:  Garden  for  the  Environment  and 
Orchard  Keepers  conduct  a  workshop  in 
basic  FRUIT  TREE  CARE.  10  am-1  pm.  7th 
Ave.  at  Lawton.  Preregister  731-5627; 
info@gardenfortheenvironment.org. 


Feb.  9:  The  neighborhood  is  invited  to 
play  and  do  Valentine  crafts  at  the  DEDI¬ 
CATION  of  the  new  kids'  playground  at  Noe 
Courts.  11  am.  24th  &  Douglass.  Friends 
of  Noe  Courts  Playground, 
iauranor@yahoo.com. 

Feb.  9:  The  Glen  Park  Library  hosts  a 
VALENTINE  CRAFTS  workshop  for  ages  5 
to  12. 3-4  pm.  2825  Diamond.  Register  at 
337-4740. 

Feb.  7:  JEFF  KINNEY  signs  his  book 
Diary  of  a  Wimpy  Kid:  Rodrick  Rules.  1 1 
am-1  pm.  Cover  to  Cover.  1307  Castro. 
282-8080. 

Feb.  9:  Glen  Park  couple  Jeanne  Halpern 
and  Louis  Prisco  lead  a  Valentine  LOVERS' 
Hike  and  potluck  lunch  on  Mount  Tam. 
Bring  a  dish  for  six,  plus  snacks  and  water. 
Meet  at  9:15  am  at  the  California  Alpine 
Club,  730  Panoramic  Hwy,  near  Mountain 
Home  Inn.  841-1254. 

Feb.  9:  Noe  Valley  Pet  Co.  hosts  a 
GRATEFUL  DOGS  Rescue  Adoption  Fair 
noon  to  3  pm.  1451  Church.  282-7385. 

Feb.  9:  PETER  ROWAN  Bluegrass  Band 
and  Eric  &  Suzy  Thompson  fill  the  SF 
Bluegrass  Fest  stage,  starting  at  7:30  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  454- 
5238;  www.  noevaiieymusicseries.  com. 

Feb.  9-10  &  14-16:  WOO  AT  THE  ZOO 

is  an  adults-only  humorous  discussion  of 
animal  reproductive  rituals,  led  by  former 
penguin  keeper  Jane  Tollini.  6  pm;  Feb.  10 
&  16  at  noon.  SF  Zoo,  Sloat  near  the  Great 
Highway  Reservations  required:  753- 
7236;  www.sfzoo.org. 

Feb.  10:  A  microchipping  CLINIC  at  Ani¬ 
mal  Care  &  Control  is  free  for  pets  of  SF 
residents.  1-4  pm.  1200 15th.  554-6364. 

Feb.  10:  Emerging  CHOREOGRAPHERS 
from  Dancers'  Group  and  CounterPULSE 
share  their  work.  Free.  2  pm.  1310  Mis¬ 
sion.  626-2060;  www.counterpuise.org. 


How  can  we^ive  you  more  time  to  do  ^ 

ttr/uit  i/(Ho  ttnuii  ho  ouo? 


On-Call  Personal  Assistant  •  Home  Organization  •  Event  Planning 
Home  Improvement  Vendor  Management  •  Gift  Buying  and  Wrapping 
Resume  Writing  •  Online  Dating  Profile  Writing  •  Personal  Travel  Assistant 
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CALENDAR 


Feb.  10:  Brett  Webb-Mitchell  discusses 
his  book  On  Being  a  GAY  PARENT  at  the 
PFLAG  support  group  meeting.  2-4  pm.  St. 
Francis  Lutheran  Church,  152  Church. 
921-8850;  wmpflagsl.org. 

Feb.  10:  San  Francisco  Renaissance 
Voices  and  lute  player  Scott  Shubeck  per¬ 
form  a  musical  Feast  for  St.  Valentine  at 
Noe  Valley  CHAMBER  MUSIC.  4  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez. 
www.nvcm.org. 

Feb.  10, 17  &  24:  Learn  to  KNIT  SOCKS 
on  two  circular  needles  in  a  class  at  Noe 
Knit.  2-3:30  pm.  3957  24th.  970-9750. 

Feb.  11:  New  College's  School  of  Law 
offers  a  free  WORKSHOP,  “How  to  Present 
a  Case  in  Small  Claims  Court."  6  pm.  50 
Fell.  241-1300. 

Feb.  11 :  Teacher  Rhoda  Curtis  reads  from 
her  memoir  Her  First  Ninety  Years,  at  the 
ODD  MONDAYS  series.  7  pm,  preceded  by 
no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza,  5:30 
pm  (rsvp  jlsender@webtv.net).  1021 
Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Feb.  12:  The  SF  Zoo's  SENIOR  STROLL 
is  a  docent-guided  walking  tour  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  every  month.  9-10:15 
am.  1  Zoo  Road  (off  Sloat  near  the  Great 
Highway).  753-7173. 

Feb.  12:  San  Francisco  Atheists  celebrate 
DARWIN  DAY  with  a  lecture/discussion 
about  the  science  of  evolution.  5-8  pm. 
Main  Library,  Latino/Hispanic  Room,  100 
Larkin.  557-4400. 

Feb.  12:  Filmmaker  Sarah  Feinbloom 
debuts  //7  Search  of  the  Heart  ot  Chocolate, 
a  “chocumentary"  featuring  the  Noe  Valley 
shop  CHOCOLATE  Covered.  6:30  &  7:30 
pm,  followed  by  a  chocolate  reception. 
Delancey  Street,  600  Embarcadero.  512- 
SI  79;  www.chocumentary.com. 

Feb.  12:  Toe  to  Toe:  The  Rematch  pits 
dancers  against  athletes  in  a  benefit  for 
ODC  DANCE  Commons  and  Cal  Athletics. 
-6:30  pm.  Concourse,  635  8th.  352-7299; 
wm.  odcdance.  org/toetotoe. 


Feb.  13:  New  College  of  California  hosts 
a  Law  School  OPEN  HOUSE.  6  pm.  50 
Fell,  Room  210. 241-1300. 

Feb.  13:  James  Lick  Middle  School  kids 
show  off  experiments  at  a  SCIENCE  FAIR. 

6  pm.  1220  Noe.  695-5675. 

Feb.  13:  The  Main  Library's  RADAR 
READING  series,  hosted  by  Michelle  Tea, 
features  Pagan  Kennedy,  Janell  Moon,  Raz 
Link,  and  Joe  Loya.  6-7:30  pm.  Latino/ 
Hispanic  Room,  100  Larkin.  557-4400. 

Feb.  13:  Susie  Bright  introduces  The 
Best  American  EROTICA  2008. 7:30  pm. 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia. 
282-9246;  wm.mtbs.com. 

Feb.  15:  The  Older  Women's  League 
(OWL)  BOOK  GROUP  features  The  Black 
Swan:  The  Impact  of  the  Highly  Improba¬ 
ble  by  Nassim  Nicholas  Taleb.  Noon-2  pm. 
870  Market,  room  911. 989-4422. 

Feb.  15:  In  celebration  of  BLACK  HIS¬ 
TORY  MONTH,  the  Freedom  Socialist 
Party  screens  a  documentary  film  about 
James  Baldwin,  The  Price  of  the  Ticket. 
7:30  pm.  New  Valencia  Hall,  625  Larkin. 
864-1278. 

Feb.  15:  SF  Bachelors  'n'  Bachelorettes 
holds  a  beginners  SQUARE  DANCE  class 
on  Fridays,  7:30-8:45  pm.  First  two  ses¬ 
sions  are  free.  Christ  Church  Lutheran, 
20th  Ave.  &  Quintara.  Saul,  647-2483. 

Feb.  15  &  16:  The  SF  School  of  the  Arts 
THEATER  Dept,  presents  Break  a  Leg: 
Senior  Recital.  Three  different  perfor¬ 
mances:  Fri.,  4:30  pm  &  7:30  pm;  Sat., 
7:30  pm.  555  Portola.  695-5720. 

Feb.  15-17:  Performance  artist  PENNY 
ARCADE  performs.  Fri.  &  Sat.,  10:30  pm; 
Sun.,  3  &  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valen¬ 
cia.  826-5750;  mw.themarsh.org. 

Feb.  16:  The  Faux  Brummels  (8:30  am) 
and  Folk  This!  (10:30  am)  perform  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Farmers'  Market.  24th  &  Vicks¬ 
burg.  248-1332;  wm.noevaiieytarmers- 
market.com. 


Feb.  17:  A  BOOK  RELEASE  PARTY  for 
poetQ.R.  Hand's  Whose  Really  Blues 
begins  at  4:30  pm.  Bird  &  Beckett,  653 
Chenery.  586-3733. 

Feb.  17:  Clairdee  and  the  Ken  French  Trio 
perform  at  a  JAZZ  VESPERS.  5  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 

Feb.  19  &  20:  Aileen  Barr  teaches  a 
basic  MOSAIC  CLASS  for  adults  at  Terra 
Mia.  6-8  pm.  1314  Castro.  Sign  up  at  642- 
9911. 

Feb.  20:  Attorney  and  former  Olympic 
cyclist  Bob  Mionske  discusses  "Bicycling 
and  the  LAW"  at  the  San  Francisco  Bicycle 
Coalition.  6-8  pm.  995  Market.  431 -BIKE; 
wm.sfbike.org. 

Feb.  20:  Join  Modern  Times'  Janice  Flux 
at  a  party  celebrating  her  new  ZINE,  We 
Are  Not  the  Moon,  illustrated  by  Annie 
Danger.  Bring  a  hardcover  book  to  receive 
a  free  mag.  7  pm.  Modern  Times  Book¬ 
store,  888  Valencia.  282-9246. 

Feb.  20:  Pollster  David  Binder  discusses 
the  prospects  for  a  Democratic  presidency 
at  the  Noe  Valley  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB 
meeting.  7:30  pm.  St.  Philip's  Church,  725 
Diamond.  641-5838. 

Feb.  21:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds  a  VOL¬ 
UNTEER  orientation  the  third  Thursday  of 
the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez. 
641-6538;  wm.stlukes-sf.org. 

Feb.  21 :  ANNA  BANANA  gives  a  free  talk 
on  “Surviving  as  an  Artist."  7  pm.  SF  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Book,  300  De  Haro.  565-0545; 
wm.sfcb.org. 

Feb.  21:  Nancy  DeStefanis  gives  a  lec¬ 
ture/slide  presentation  about  the  1915 
PANAMA  PACIFIC  EXHIBITION.  7:30  pm. 
Randall  Museum.  199  Museum  Way.  554- 
9600;  wm.randallmuseum.org. 

Feb.  21:  Country/honky-tonk  band 
RANCHO  DELUXE  performs  music  from 
its  new  CD,  True  Freedom.  8:30  pm. 

Cafe  du  Nord,  2170  Market.  861-5016; 
wm.  ranchodeluxe.  org. 


Feb.  22: 130  artists  do  live  art  for  pur¬ 
chase  at  a  Monster  Drawing  RALLY  spon¬ 
sored  by  Southern  Exposure.  6-11  pm. 
Verdi  Club,  2424  Mariposa.  863-2141 ; 
soex.org. 

Feb.  22:  Janell  Moon  introduces  her  new 
book  of  POETRY,  Riding  Free  in  a  New 
Studebaker.  7  pm.  SF  Center  for  the  Book, 
300  DeHaro,  565-0545;  mw.sfcb.org. 

Feb.  23:  Sandy  Ross  (8:30  am)  and 
Swing  Serenade  (10:30  am)  play  the  Noe 
Valley  FARMERS'  MARKET.  24th  &  Vicks¬ 
burg.  248-1332;  wm.noevalleyfarmers- 
market.com. 

Feb.  23:  VOLUNTEERS  can  help  weed 
Juri  Commons  Park,  at  a  rain  or  shine 
workday;  coffee  and  pastries  provided.  9 
am-1  pm.  Between  Guerrero  &  San  Jose 
and  25th  &  26th. 

Feb.  23:  Tom  Bressan  gives  a  workshop 
on  IRRIGATION  SYSTEMS,  sponsored  by 
Garden  for  the  Environment.  10  am-1  pm. 
7th  Ave.  &  Lawton.  Preregister  731-5627; 
info@gardenfortheenvironment.org. 

Feb.  23:  Join  U.S.  park  ranger  Peter 
Kasin  and  volunteer  Richard  Adrianowicz 
in  a  program  of  African  American  and 
Caribbean  based  WORK  SONGS  by 
sailors,  dock  workers,  and  fishermen.  3  to 
3:45  pm.  Aboard  the  Balclutha  at  Hyde 
Street  Pier.  561-7000. 

Feb.  23:  The  Manring  Kassin  Darter  trio 
performs  a  CONCERT  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry.  8:15  pm.  1021  Sanchez.  454- 
5238 ;  wm.  noevalleymusicseries.  com. 

Feb.  24:  Celebrate  the  start  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  with  READINGS  by  detec¬ 
tive  novelist  Ed  Lin  and  poet  Lisa  Chen. 
Co-sponsored  by  the  Asian  American 
magazine  Hyphen.  3  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia.  282-9246. 

Feb.  25:  The  ODD  MONDAYS  series 
hosts  short  films  from  the  Spiritual  Cinema 
Circle.  7  pm;  no-host  dinner  at  Noe  Valley 
Pizza,  5:30  pm  (rsvp  jlsender@webtv.net). 
1021  Sanchez.  282-2317. 


Feb.  25-29:  R.  J.  Reed  presents  replicas 
of  remarkable  INVENTIONS  by  Black 
Americans.  Bayview/Anna  E.  Waden 
Branch  Library,  5075  3rd.  at  Revere. 

Feb.  26:  Luis  J.  Rodriguez,  Myron 
Michael  Hardy,  Beto  Palomar,  Milta  Ortiz, 
and  the  WritersCorps  YOUTH  POETS  read 
from  their  work.  7:30  pm.  Intersection  for 
the- Arts,  446  Valencia.  863-2141; 
wm.  the  intersection,  org. 

Feb.  28:  Cormac  McCarthy's  Blood 
Meridian  is  the  topic  at  the  Bernal  Heights 
Book  Club.  4  pm.  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  500  Cortland.  355-2810. 

Feb.  28:  Peekabootique's  PARENTS 
PARTY  offers  wine,  Orangina,  and  goldfish 
crackers.  Last  Thursday  of  the  month. 
5:30-7:30  pm.  1306  Castro.  641-6192. 

Feb.  28:  The  group  UPPER  NOE  Neigh¬ 
bors  meets  at  the  30th  Street  Senior  Center 
at  7:30  pm.  225  30th.  285-0473. 

March  1:  Forbeadin'  holds  an  EARRING 
DESIGN  class  from  1 1  am  to  2  pm.  1 1 95 
Church.  Preregister  at  641  -1 41 4. 

March  2:  Cellist  Jennifer  Culp  and  pianist 
Betty  Woo  perform  music  by  Strauss  and 
Rachmaninoff  at  Noe  Valley  CHAMBER 
MUSIC.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez,  www.nvcm.org. 


March  right  over  here 

and  sit  down.  The  next  Noe  Valley 
Voice  will  be  the  March  issue, 
appearing  in  Noe  Valley  on 
Monday,  March  3.  If  you  send  us 
your  calendar  items  by  the  Feb.  15 
deadline,  we'll  do  our  best  to 
publish  them.  Write  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 1 4,  or  email 
calendar@noevalieyvoice.com. 
Note:  Events  in  Noe  Valley  get  first 
preference,  but  we’ll  consider 
items  from  all  around  the  city. 


Valentine's  Day  Prefix  Menu 

February  12-16 

Happy  Hour  5:30-7:30 

(Lounge  &  Sushi  Bar  only) 


1 740  church  between  29th  &  30th  reservations:  www.opentable.com 

tel.  415.970  deep  (3.337)  hours:  5:30  -  1 1  00  Mon  -  Sat 


3496  22nd  Street  @  Dolores 
Appointments  415.553.3937 
clinical  skin  care  and  waxing 


Microcurrent  Facials  -  Instant  Results 


■ 


The  ultimate  in  facial  revitalization  without 


surgery 


■I 


■H 

warn 

4W1 


The  signs  of  aging  are 
greatly  reduced  and 


jkln  tone  and  elasticity 
are  dramatically  improved 


gift  certificates  available, 

Cali  for  special  holiday  skin  care  packages 


Total  Skin  Care  by  Andrea  in  Noe  Valley 
Appointments  415.553.3937 
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The  Storms  of  January.  2008  turned  out  to  have  a  wild  and  wet  beginning  in  Noe  Valley  and  this  tree  on  Noe  at  Alvarado  St.  fell  victim. 


Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


Life  is  Great  at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


aov« 


Organic 

Chocolate 

Milk 

32  oz.  -reg  2.79 

$2.39 


Clover  Dairy- 

Organic  Milk  Gallons 

all  varieties 
128  oz.  -reg  6.49 

$5.49 

4  ’afe.'k 


Organic  Yogurt 

all  flavors 
24  oz.  -reg  3.49 


clover 


© 


VANILLA-MAP  LI^ 

$2.99  -it-* 


Kill  met 


Odwalla 

Fresh  Squeezed  Orange  Juice 
Carrot,  Tangerine,  Grapefruit, 
&AppleJuices 

64  oz.  half  gallons 


|_UM)BI-  R(2 


$5.99 


odwalla 


all  varieties 
6  oz.  -reg  2.99 


Lundberg  Farms 

Rice  Chips  $1.99 

wallaby 

w  II  U  ORGANIC  J 

Wallaby 

Low  Fat  Yogurt  [  fa  "Yffy 


6  oz.  -reg  1.19 


y/t^amec 

FARM! 


Qitdm 

Ml 

MILK 


Sour  Cream 

regular  or  Lite 
•  16  oz.  -reg  2.95 

$2.39 


LOVER 


Still  a  FULL  1  pound! 

Capricorn  Coffee 

.  Bernal  Heights  Blend 
Potrero  Hill  Blend 

16  oz.  -reg  6.99 

$4.99 


A  fr\r  £  T 


1  cu>v“  ©  Organic  Cottage 
Cheese 

all  varieties  (T  Q 

16  oz. -reg  4.19  ^ 


For  Goodness  §ake 

R.W.  Knudsen 

Organic  Fruit  Juices 

selected  varieties 
32  oz.  -reg  to  4.19  +CRV 

Vegetable  Blends 

all  varieties 

32  oz.  -reg  to  3.99  +CRV 


<ybcflefl 


wmsmm 

Clif  Foods 

Clif&ClifLuna 

Bars 

all  varieties 
1.69-2.4  oz. 


for$5  »  2  tor »  10  fOT  $1° 

-*-'*'*-  16  bag -reg  to  4 


j)\VA*LOG 


Java 

Crackling  Fire  Logs 


5#  -reg  4.99  +tx 


Organic  Cage'Free 

Large  Brown  Eggs  $3  99 

dozen  -rea  4  69  ! 


Sale  Prices  effective 
February  1-17, 2008 


Free  Parking 


Across  the  Street 


In  our  Very  Own 


Parking  Lot  ! 


Store  Hours: 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


.  2  for  $7 


Flaagen  Dazs 

Ice  Cream 

all  flavors 
16  oz.  -reg  3.99 


2  for  $6 


Hdagen 


Dazs 


We  Accept: 

ATM  Cards  m 

Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  &  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 1 0 
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Real  Estate 


Noe  Valley  Real  Estate 
Experts  at  it  Again 


San  Francisco,  CA  -  The  SellingSF  team, 
one  of  Noe  Valley’s  most  successful  real 
estate  concerns,  has  listed  another 
beautiful  home  in  the  neighborhood.  The 
house  at  3962  20th  Street  is  located  on  one 
of  the  most  coveted  blocks  in  the  city  just 
steps  from  the  ever  popular  Dolores  Park. 
Like  many  neighborhoods  in  San  Francisco 
Liberty  Hill  has  a  certain  mystique 
that  can  be  found  in  its  tucked 
away,  tree-lined  streets  and  curving 
hillsides.  Lesser  known  than  other 
brethren  hills  such  as  Russian  Hill  and 
Nob  Hill,  Liberty  Hill  is  no  less  prestigious 
and  in  many  ways  is  more  exciting  than 
those  San  Francisco  icons.  This  Victorian 
jewel  located  at  number  3962  20th  Street 
occupies  a  spot  on  one  of  the.most  coveted 
blocks  in  the  Liberty  Hill  Historic  District. 

The  home  has  all  the  charm  of  the 
Victorian  period,  exemplified  in  details  such 
as  cove  ceilings,  picture  moldings,  hardwood 
floors,  and  attractive  built-in  cabinetry.  It 
also  has  3  bedrooms,  2  bathrooms,  and  a 
bonus  room  ideal  for  a  home  office.  The 
secluded  yard  boasts  a  hot  tub  and  large 
deck  that  connects  to  the  family  room 


3962  20th  Street  was  just 
listed  by  the  SellingSF  team 


through  charming  French 
doors  that  create  a  true  sense  of 
indoor/ outdoor  living.  The  garage 
and  basement  area  offer  ample 
room  for  parking  and  storage  and 
combined  with  the  other  amenities 
make  this  wonderful  house  a 
comfortable  place  to  call  home. 

Find  SellingSF  at 
www.SellingSF.com 


Recent  Neighborhood 
Transactions 

254  28th  Street  5  bedrooms  3.5  bathrooms 

■ 

3965  20th  Street  4  bedrooms  3  bathrooms 
3870  25th  Street  4  bedrooms  2.5  bathrooms 
4334  19th  Street  4  bedrooms  2  bathrooms 
815  Douglass  St  3  bedrooms  3  bathrooms 
4114  20th  Street  3  bedrooms  1  bathrooms 
3711  20th  Street  3  bedrooms  1.5  bathrooms 
73  Henry  Street  3  bedrooms  2.5  bathrooms 
119  Hancock  St  2  bedrooms  2  bathrooms 
323  29th  #c401  2  bedrooms  2  bathrooms 
4431  20th  Street  2  bedrooms  2  bathrooms 
3555  17th  Street  1  bedroom  1  bathroom 
3557  17th  Street  1  bedroom  1  bathroom 
3557A  17th  St  1  bedroom  1  bathroom 
4433  20th  Street  1  bedroom  1  bathroom 


Call  us  for  a... 

Free  HOME  EVALUATION 

rSi 

The  SellingSF  Team 

Erik  902.4978-  Don  971  7766 

Rochelle  9995420  Jito  606.9090  l 

Erin  370.8874 
wvwv.Se  1 1  i  ngSF.com 

i  a  §  | 

WBEm 


On  the  sunny  side  of  San  Francisco,  in  a  vibrant  district  rich  with  history,  Homes  on 
Esprit  Park  offers  the  ideal  in  city  living.  Environmentally  thoughtful  construction 
merges  the  warmth  of  antique  brick  and  wood  with  the  best  of  modern  engineering 
to  create  homes  that  suit  the  needs  of  creative  individuals  as  beautifully  as  they 
suit  the  character  of  the  neighborhood.  Visit  our  website  for  information  or  stop  by 
our  on-site  sales  office  to  explore  our  25  different  floor  plans. 


www.espritpark.com 

888  minnesota  street  @  20th  street  san  francisco  ca  94107 
info@espritpark.com  *415  920  1929 

EXCLUSIVELY  REPRESENTED  BY  McGUIRE  REAL  ESTATE 


Q 

D 

CO 


homes  on  esprit  park 
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THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd  •  All  Ages  Welcome 


Call  415-454-5238  for  Info  «  www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


Advance  Tickets  at  Streetlight  Records,  3979  24th  Street 


Fri. 

Feb.  8 

SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival  with 

Jackstraw,  The  Wronglers,  Fretnot  -Tix  $18  adv.  /  $20  door 

7:30  p.m. 

Sat. 

Feb.  9 

SF  Bluegrass  &  Old-Time  Festival  with  Peter  Rowan  Bluegrass  Band, 
Eric  &  Suzy  Thompson  -  Tix  $23  adv.  /  $25  door 

7:30  p.m. 

Sat. 

Feb.  23 

Manring  Kassin  Darter 
-Tix  $16  adv.  /  $18  door 

8:15  p.m.  1 

HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEy 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

| 

.  Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

STATE  FARM 

1501  Church  Street 

San  Francisco,  California 

California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

INSURANCE 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 

Fences  Decks  Stairs 

New  Construction  Repairs  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20  Years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938  Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


RESTORATION 
RENOVATION 
NEW  CONSTRUCTION 


ft  It 


artistic  license 

a  guild  of  artisans 


ARCHITECTURE  •  DECORATIVE  PAINTING 
TEXTILES  •  INTERIOR  DESIGN 
CUSTOM  FURNITURE  •  WALLPAPER 
WOODWORK  •  ORNAMENTAL  PLASTER 
TILE  •  PAINTING  •  COLOR  DESIGN 
STAINED  GLASS  •  LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

Designers,  contractors,  and  artists,  providing 
a  range  of  services  from  building  design  to 
fine  finishes  and  everything  in  between. 

www. artisticlicense.org 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  1 979 


BBB 

~r~ 


[Foul  ^(U]C®[JtfQ®Gw@  §©F^D(§® 

All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs 

1 633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  •  Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon  -  Fri  8am  -  6pm 


4050  24th  Street  ~  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Mel 

Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@mobrei.com 


Murphy 

& 

O'Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke 
O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@mobrei.com 


j  Homestead 


Elegant  remodeled  view 
home  in  Noe  Valley 


Stunning  4  bedrooms,  3.5 
baths  with  hardwood 
floors,  recessed  lights,  fire¬ 
places,  open  floor  plan. 
Chef  s  kitchen  with  cherry 
cabinets  and  stainless  steel 
Viking  appliances. 

2  +  parking  spaces. 


3  Luxurious  condos  off 
the  Valencia  corridor 


Three  separate  open  floor 
plans,  including  1-3  bedroom 
units.  Each  remodeled  condo 
includes  hardwood  floor, 
recessed  lights  and 
washer/dryer.  1  garaged 
parking  space  per  unit. 


Excellent  investment 
property  in  the  Excelsior 


Vacant  2  unit  building.  Both 
with  2  bd/1  ba  with  separate 
unit  ideal  for  office  or  extra 
bedroom.  1  car  parking  with 


remote  control  access 


4153  24th  St.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


415-282-2665  ~  selectaautobody.com 


l 


-  -  —  -  ■  , 

www.murphyobrienre.com 
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Our  Current  Listings: 


1420  Douglass  St 

Three  Bedroom,  Two  Bath 
Noe  Valley  Home 

$2,095,000 


281  Richland  St 

Two  Bedroom,  Two  Bath 
Bernal  Heights  Home 

$699,000 


3294  Clay  St  #4 

Two  Bedroom,  Two  Bath 
Presidio  Heights  Condo 

$1,250,000 


2022  34th  Ave 

Two  Bedroom,  One  Bath 
Central  Sunset  View  Home 

$799,000 


1409  Sanchez  St 

Two  Bedroom,  One  Bath 
Noe  Valley  Fixer 

$1,100,000 


Recent  Sales : 


525  Laidley  St  373  Eureka  St  335  Clipper  St  755  Sanchez  St  232  San  Carlos  St 

Represented  Buyer  Represented  Seller  Represented  Buyer  Represented  Buyer  Represented  Buyer 


The  Droubi  Team: 


B|  Droubi 

415/920-8232 

BJ@droubiteam.com 


Lamisse  Droubi 

415/920-8239 

lamisse@droubiteam.com 


David  Pennebaker 

415/920-8202 

dauid@droubiteam.com 


Droubi  Team  -  Coldwell  Banker 

Boutique'Service  with  National  Prominence 

Phone:  415-401-6300  /  4157  24th  St  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
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Rated  ★★★  Michael  Bauer,  San  Francisco  Chronicle 


Ristorante  Italiano 

Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  and  Desserts 
Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

THREE  COURSES 

MENU  AVAILABLE  SUN.  -  THU.  $33 

737  Diamond  St.  at  24th  St.  415-282-4969 

New  Hours:  Mon.-  Thu.  5:30  -  9:30 
Sat.  5:3°  ~  10:00  Sun.  5:00  —  9:00 
2007  Michelin  Rated 


Soft  highlights  Bold  lowlights 
Japanese  Thermal 
Reconditioning  Straightene| 
Curly  hair  experts  available 


CHINESE  RESTAURANT 

Authentic  Szechuan  &  Mandarine  Cuisine 


0ven 

Jndiiin  £uisine 


To# 


culture  and  hail  come  togethei 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


1599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 


Color  or  Straighten^  20%  Off 

for  new  clients  only  A 


www.hairplay.com 


Now  Open  in  Noe  Valley  -  Our  Fifth  Locution 


Open  for  Lunch  &  Dinner  7  Days  a  Week 
For  Reservations  call 

415-826-2400 

1689  Church  Street  at  29th  Street 


Charming 

Atmosphere 

Hand  Painted 
Murals 

Banquet  Room 
for  Private  Parries 


Open  Kitchen 

Watch  Your 
Order  Being 
Made  in  the  Clay 
Oven 

Catering  Available 


Free  Evening  Parking 
Lunch  Specials  with  Free  Egg  Roll  or  Soda 
Buy  Any  Two  Entrees  and  get  a  Cold  Appetizer  Free 
Free  Delivery  and  Pick-up  Available 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.-6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 
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David  Barnes  and  Kristi  March  traveled  far  from  their  Clipper  Street  residence  to  visit  the  sights  and  sounds  ofVietnam. 


Alain  pinel 


The  LanceDan  Group 


San  Francisco's  Premiere  International  Luxury  Real  Estate  Group 


■■ 


i  : 


mm 

— 


w 

'A.  •  » 

..  ’ ,  -.w-  >  .  •  •*» 


^  :  ^  ' >•  v*"  ■  -’7" 


From  a  Local  and  Global  Perspective 


Lance  Fulford  Dan  Marshall 

lfulford@apr.com  dmarshall@apr.com 


Joe  Rivera 

jrivera@apr.com 


Kevin  Koss 

kkoss@apr.com 


OPS 


Certified  International 
Property  Specialist 


1.800.679.0201 

www.lancedan.com 


Who's  ' 
Luxury  Real 


's  Who  in  fj&Wfi 
sal  Estate  !  ;i'’ 


apr.com  |  SAN  FRANCISCO  2001  U  n  i  o  n  St  reef  #485  41  5.923.9700 
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Where  qualify  and  service  are  the  difference 


Serving  Fine 

Italian  Cuisine 


In  Our  Dining  Room 

or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 
Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 

415.647.1664  •  fax  415.647.1683 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)  •  San  Francisco 


Tea  Room 


& 

Tea!  Tea!  Tea! 

Visit  Lovejoy’s  Attic  for  a  wonderful  selection  of 
loose-leaf  teas,  as  well  as  everything  else  you  need  to  make 
and  enjoy  your  own  perfect  pot  of  tea. 

1351  Church  Street 

at  Clipper 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 


Discover  why  so  many  customers  tell  us  that 

ROSE  QUARTZ 

is  their  favorite  jewelry  store  in  the  Bay  Area 

Come  browse  our  vast  collection  of  14k  gold  &  sterling 
silver  by  many  local  and  international  designers. 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 

AVAILABLE 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


ROSE  QUARTZ 

Hand  Crafted  fewelry 

3904  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 
San  Francisco 

41  5.282.661  1 


WWW.  RU  B YSC  LAYSTU  DIO.ORG 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


www.sfseamstress.com 


CLOTHING 

1400  Castro  Street®  Jersey 

415-920-1956  . 

Shop  open 

Monday  &  Tuesday  10:30-2 
Wednesday-Saturday  10:30-6 
or  call  for  an  appointment 

www.walkershaw.com 


SEWING  LESSONS 

All  skill  levels  and  ages 
Individual  or  group 

Inspired«Designed*Made  in  Noe  Valley 


for  your  Home 

1400  Castro  Street 
@  Jersey 
415«920*1956, 

/  -VAC 

Drapery  1 
Pillows  ! 
Shades  | 
Bedding  I 
Slipcovers  ! 
Table  linens  s 
•  Apparel  I 


-rS 


ssissaiii 


,  Mr.  <  ne 

d 


Active  Release  Techniques  |  Massage  Therapy 


Complete  Chiropractic  Care  f  Rolfing 


Progressive  Rehabilitation  f  Meridian  Stretching 


"With  Lisa's  work  I've  beenable  to 
stay  healthy  while  training  for 
and  completing  multiple 
ultramarathons." 
-  Janet  Thompson 


,  .  '•  .. 

900  Noe  Street  |  San  Francisco,  CA  94114-3309 

415-920-9766  j  www.fitwelt.com 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Store  Trek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  profiling  new  stores 
and  businesses  in  Noe  Valley.  This 
month,  we  introduce  a  health  and  well¬ 
ness  clinic  at  Sanchez  and  23rd  streets, 
and  a  new  restaurant  run  by  a  family 
that’s  owned  businesses  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  for  over  two  decades. 

Basso’s 

3782  24th  Street  between  Church  and 
Chattanooga  streets 
415-285-3212 

If  there  is  one  thing  Noe  Valley’s 
newest  eatery  has  in  large  supply,  it’s 
family.  Three  generations  of  Bassos  can 
be  found  working  under  one  roof  at 
Basso’s  Restaurant,  which  opened  in 
mid-December  in  the  former  Cybelle’s 
Pizza  space  at  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Church  streets. 

Brothers  Wayne  and  Gaetano  Basso 
and  Wayne’s  sons  Tommy  and  Angelo 
Basso  own  and  operate  the  dining  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  Tommy’s  daughter  Laura 
works  there  as  well.  While  it  may  be  the 
first  neighborhood  joint  to  carry  the  Basso 
name,  the  restaurant  is  only  the  latest 
Basso  family  business  to  arrive  in  Noe 
Valley.  Wayne  has  owned  and  operated 
Noe’s  Bar,  which  is  connected  to  the 
restaurant,  since  opening  it  in  1982.  In 
1989,  Gaetano  opened  a  restaurant  that 
effectively  turned  Noe’s  Bar  into  Noe’s 
Bar  and  Restaurant.  Gaetano  sold  that 
venture  to  Cybelle’s  in  1997. 

Though  the  new  restaurant  has  the 
same  location  as  Gaetano’s  former 
restaurant  and  includes  pizza  on  the 
menu.  Basso’s  bears  little  resemblance  to 
its  predecessors,  in  either  appearance  or 
cuisine. 

“We  literally  tore  most  of  the  building, 
down  to  the  studs,’’  says  Gaetano,  who 
estimates  that  the  family  spent  close  to 
seven  months  renovating  the  interiors. 

Where  pinball  machines  and  sports 
memorabilia  once  dominated  the  decor,  a 
semi-private  dining  space  and  lounge 


area  now  connects  Noe’s  Bar  to  Basso’s 
casually  refined  dining  room,  outfitted 
with  mustard-  and  cranberry-hued  walls 
hung  with  Basso  family  photographs. 

The  menu  is  another  departure  from 
the  past. 

“The  misconception  is  that  we’re 
[only], Italian.  Our  prime  focus  is  our  Ni- 
man  Ranch  natural  beef  products. . ..  And 
we  do  pride  ourselves  on  having  a,  albeit 
small,  well-thought-out  wine  list,”  Gae¬ 
tano  says. 

For  neighborhood  carnivores,  the 
restaurant  serves  steaks  in  a  variety  of 
cuts,  including  a  New  York  steak,  two 
filet  mignons,  a  21 -ounce  porterhouse, 
and  a  16-ounce  T-bone  ($21.50  to  $34). 
Along  with  a  fresh  seafood  catch  of  the 
day  and  pasta  dishes  like  capellini  with 
smoked  salmon  in  a  brandy  cream  sauce, 
specials  like  veal  osso  bucco  (Thursdays) 
and  crab  cioppino  (Fridays)  are  among 
the  steak  alternatives. 

Specialties  from  chef  Antonio  May,  who 
started  his  restaurant  industry  career  with 
the  Bassos  back  in  1992  and  currently 
also  holds  down  the  fort  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Museum  of  Modern  Art’s  Caffe 
Museo,  range  from  the  house-prepared 
ravioli  to  the  banana  chocolate  bread  pud¬ 
ding,  served  with  creme  anglaise. 

Along  with  1 1  wines  by  the  glass  ($6 
to  $14),  the  restaurant  offers  a  selection 
of  upscale  cocktails  ($6  to  $8),  including 
a  Maker’s  Mark  Manhattan  and  a  Cam- 


Chef  Antonio  May  (far  right)  runs  the 
kitchen  at  a  new  steakhouse  whose  owners 
include  (from  left)  Gaetano,  Wayne,  and 
Tommy  Basso.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


The  ■Rpom  To  Grow 

is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 

•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 

Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


tWe  room  to 

1>  K  E  S  o  H  O  O  L 

3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 1 0  •  41 5-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 

CAL'ic#  384001 473 


pari  Cosmo.  Cocktails  are  also  available 
in  the  adjacent  bar,  as  is  the  restaurant’s 
entire  menu. 

Despite  the  cafe’s  transformation,  one 
fixture  from  Cybelle’s  does  remain. 

“We  only  have  pizza  now  because  we 
couldn't  get  rid  of  the  machine,”  Gaetano 
laughs,  referring  to  the  steel  behemoth  of 
an  oven  that  dominates  the  semi-open 
kitchen. 

Basso’s  gourmet  12-inch  pizzas 
($10.95  to  $14.95)  are  Neapolitan-style, 
with  thin  crusts  and  toppings  ranging 
from  exotic  prosciutto  and  pear  to  classic 
Italian  sausage  and  mushrooms. 

In  addition  to  being  Noe  Valley’s  first 
steakhouse.  Basso’s  is  doing  one  other 
thing  other  local  eateries  are  not:  keeping 
the  kitchen  open  late. 

The  restaurant  welcomes  patrons  9 
a.m.  to  midnight  Sunday  through  Thurs¬ 
day,  1 1  a.m.  to  1  a.m.  on  Friday,  and  9 
a.m.  to  1  a.m.  on  Saturday.  (Brunch  is 
served  on  weekends.) 

“In  the  old  days,  there  were  lots  of 
restaurants,  all  kinds  of  places  [in  San 
Francisco]  open  that  late,”  Wayne  recalls 
as  he  explains  the  reasoning  behind 
Basso’s  later-than-usual  hours.  “Come  in 
one  minute  to  12,  and  you’ll  get  served.” 

Noe  Valley  Clinic 

3901  23rd  Street  at  Sanchez  Street 

415-830-4744 

www.noeclinic.com 

Step  into  the  serene  confines  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Clinic,  and  you  might  mistakenly 
think  you'd  wandered  into  a  day  spa  in¬ 
stead  of  a  neighborhood  doctor’s  office. 
A  wood-paneled  waiting  area  features 
inviting  leather  seats,  slick  track  lighting, 
and  walls  hung  with  art  by  expressionis- 
tic  painter  Ross  Lindsay. 

"A  lot  of  the  look  and  feel  is  designed 
to  be  more  aesthetically  pleasing  to  pa¬ 
tients,”  explains  clinic  owner  Tom  Lee, 
who  also  owns  the  Metropolitan  Medical 
Group  on  Sutter  Street  and  plans  to  open 
a  third  clinic  in  the  Embarcadero  Center 
this  month. 

But  the  attractive  interiors  of  this  neigh¬ 
borhood  newcomer,  which  officially 
opened  at  the  comer  of  23rd  and  Sanchez 
streets  on  Nov.  10,  aren’t  the  only  thing 
that  sets  this  healthcare  provider  apart 
from  a  traditional  medical  practice. 

On  top  of  insurance  copayments,  pa¬ 
tients  pay  the  clinic  an  additional  annual 
fee  ($129).  In  return,  patients  receive 
perks  like  same-day  appointment  sched¬ 
uling,  longer  doctor-patient  consulta¬ 
tions,  email  access  to  doctors  and  health 
records,  an  online  prescription  refill  serv¬ 
ice,  and  the  benefit  of  non-physician,  in- 


Some  of  the  welcoming  faces  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Clinic  are  (left  to  right)  nurse 
practitioner  Valerie  Sobel,  receptionist 
Lorain  Caruso,  and  Jade  Schechter,  M.D. 

Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 

house  healthcare  providers  who  offer  a 
bevy  of  additional  services,  from  acu¬ 
puncture  to  nutritional  counseling. 

“We  have  a  half-hour  to  sit  down  and 
talk  and  come  up  with  a  treatment  plan 
that  works  for  [the  patient],”  says  lead 
clinician  Jade  Schechter,  M.D. 

Along  with  Schechter  and  the  clinic’s 
other  physician,  Jenny-Viva  Collisson, 
the  in-house  team  consists  of  nutritionist 
Julie  Matthews,  acupuncture  and  Chi¬ 
nese  herbal  medicine  practitioners 
Michelle  Kuroda  and'Jeannie  Bianchi, 
nurse  practitioner  Valerie  Sobel,  and 
naturopathic  healthcare  providers  Shaila 
Schwartz  and  Alex  Tan. 

Instead  of  the  traditional  referral 
method,  the  clinic  aims  to  meet  more  of 
a  patient’s  needs  under  one  roof. 

“It’s  a  different  service  philosophy,” 
Lee  says. 

The  clinic  specializes  in  general  pre¬ 
ventive  and  acute  medical  care  for  adults 
and  accepts  Medicare  and  most  PPO  and 
HMO  health  insurance  plans.  Uninsured 
adults  who  pay  the  clinic’s  membership 
'  fee  will  pay  $80  per  visit,  while  non¬ 
members  pay  $125  per  visit. 

The  Noe  Valley  Clinic  is  open  9  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  and  10 
a.m.  to  2  p.m.  on  Saturday.  Early  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  hours  are  available  by 
appointment.  ■ 


St.  Philip  School 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  neighborhood  school  with  focus  on 
educational  enrichment  and  Catholic  values, 
which  challenges  its  students  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  and  graduates  confident  individuals 
who  are  well  prepared  for  high  school  and 
college. 

■  Mobile  technology  labs,  used  by  students  in 
all  grades: 

■  'Bruins’  sports  teams  and  league  champions 
in  volleyball,  basketball  and  baseball: 

■  A.M  and  P.M  extended  care  program 
incorporating 

o  Study  Hall 

o  Junior  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society 
o  Drama,  Dance,  Circus  and  Music 
o  Language 
o  Academic  Chess: 

■  Full  6  year  WASC  Accreditation: 

■  Served  by  Muni  bus  24,  35  and  48. 

T o  request  information  or  schedule  a  tour,  please  contact 
665  Elizabeth  Street.  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  824  8467 
deanna(5  saintphilipschool.com 
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Whether  you  are  on  a  hill  or  in  the  valley 

FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 


Let  HeruCeC  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hem lei,  Real  Estate  Agent 


Top  Producer  -  President's  Premier  -  Top  1  Percent  Internationally 

(415)  338-0221 

www.danhendel.com 
Homes  on  Hilts  by  Hendei 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 

Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDWeLL 
BANKER  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwell  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 
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Sunday  5runch 


little  mare  emphasis  art  lunch , 
with  a  Southern  CZreole  f=lair>‘ 

/  /  to  2:30 


Outdoor  Ratio  [fining  Available 
Rirst  Come,  Rirst  ffervcd 


+063  -  i  Street  (ffyctwccn  (^asfcro  &  fjartforj)  ffan  C rancisco 

T +  l 5  +3 1 -dooo  www.eurelcarestaurant.com 

fyunday  Ryrunch  I  I  to  2:30  founge  from  5pm 
R)inner  ffunday  from  5:00  Monday  -  Saturday  from  5-30 

*  (Complimentary  £>loodq  or  fvfimosa 

for  E>runch  with  this  ad. 


MISSION 


CA  License  #807495  •  www.mrhandyman.com  I 

415-503-1790 

_ _ _ / 


PALM  SPRINGS?  Call  on  San  Francisco’s 


most  trusted  Realtor 
in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 


(mif  Prudential 


California  Realty 


Tasteful.  Elegant.  Affordable 

Offering  the  Bay  Area  s  best  prices  for 


Cellular  Shades 
Wood  Blinds 
Plantation  Shutters 
Solar  Shades 


77o/o  Off  MSRP 
75o/o  Off  MSRP 
40%  Off  MSRP 
6O0/0  Off  MSRP 


Limited  time  only. 


Call  today  for  an  in-home  estimate. 

(415)  738-9000 


window 


wears 


www.windowwearswest.com 
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NOE  TELLING 


BHGH  Scholars  at  Home 
in  Noe  Valley 

Twenty-fourth  Street  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  is  a  place  where  new  parents 
push  their  strollers,  dot-com 
couples  walk  their  tiny  dogs,  and  shop¬ 
keepers  display  their 
lovely  merchandise 
for  the  weekend  foot 
traffic.  Dining  choices  around  here  span 
the  world.  In  life’s  hustle  and  bustle, 
you  would  never  know  we  are 
here... but  we  are. 

If  you  have  ever  walked  past  our 
house,  you  probably  didn’t  give  it  a  sec¬ 
ond  thought.  A  private  residence;  an 
extension  of  St.  Philip's  School  per¬ 
haps.  But  no,  it  is  our  home.  And  we 
would  like  to  introduce  ourselves  to  the 
neighborhood  once  again  (the  Voice  first 
published  an  article  in  June  2006). 

In  residence  on  24th  Street,  between 
Douglass  and  Diamond,  are  seven 
young  scholars  who,  together,  comprise 


the  San  Francisco  chapter  of  Boys  Hope 
Girls  Hope  (BHGH),  a  nonprofit  that 
provides  at-risk,  yet  academically  capa¬ 
ble,  youth  with  a  stable  home,  growth 
opportunities,  positive  parenting,  and  a 
high-quality  education. 

BHGH  was  founded  on  the  belief  that 
given  better  circumstances  children 
with  promise  can  reach  their  potential. 
Since  1991,  the  organization  has  been 
making  a  long-term  commitment  to  fun¬ 
damentally  change 
children’s  environ¬ 
ment  from  one  that  is 
destructive  to  one  filled  with  opportu¬ 
nity  and  hope. 

The  record  speaks  for  itself.  100  per¬ 
cent  of  BHGH’s  high  school  graduates 
have  gone  on  to  college.  Scholars  have 
attended  Harvard  Law  School,  New 
York  University,  Penn  State,  Air  Force 
Academy,  Boston  College,  Dartmouth, 
Georgetown,  and  West  Point,  among 
others.  The  children  enrolled  in 
BHGH’s  program  are  as  diverse  as  their 
reasons  for  needing  the  services,  but 
they  all  have  one  thing  in  common: 
They  have  demonstrated  academic 
potential  and  expressed  the  desire  to 


By  Katherine  Ryzhaya 


Alcohol  problems? 


Talk  to  someone  who  can  help. 

Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 
4155  24th  St.  San  Francisco 

Call  415-505-0179  for  a  free  consultation. 

Licensed  Marriage  &  Family  Therapist  MFC  #43  762 


L.  Flick  Hatcher 


♦ 

California  Pacific  Expert  Women's  Care, 

Medical  Center  A 

A  Sutter  Health  Atfftate  Close  to  Home. 


You  will  find  expert,  attentive  childbirth  a-nd 
gynecology  care  at  St.  Luke's  Women's  Center — 
from  family  planning  and  prenatal  care  to  minimally 
invasive  surgery  for  gynecologic  problems. 

Schedule  an  appointment  with  one  of  our 
Women's  Center  doctors  or  midwives  for: 

■  Family  Planning 

■  Prenatal  Care  with  a  patient-focused  childbirth  philosophy 

■  Routine  and  complex  gynecology 

■  Menopause  Evaluation  and  Treatment 

■  Minimally  Invasive  Gynecologic  Surgery  for  Conditions 
including  Pelvic  Pain,  Infertility,  Incontinence,  Painful 
Menstruation,  Abnormal  Bleeding,  "and  Uterine  and 
Vaginal  Prolapse 

■  Second  Opinions  for  Gynecologic  Surgery 

■  Lesbian  Health  Care  and  Insemination  Consultations 


St.  Luke's  Women's  Center 
1580  Valencia  Street,  Suite  508 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415-285-0448  for  appointments 


Rediscover  St.  Luke's 


receive  a  quality  education,  but  their 
family  situation  or  community  environ¬ 
ment  was  not  supporting  their  aca¬ 
demic,  social,  emotional,  or  physical 
development. 

At  BHGH,  scholars  spend  the  school 
week  with  other  kids,  house  parents, 
and  college-age  tutors,  but  can  go  home 
on  weekends.  Their  parents  can  visit 
them,  too.  One  would  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  Darrell,  a  13-year-old  kid 
from  the  Tenderloin,  has  an  affinity  for 
Chinese  history  and  Russian  literature, 
and  can  probably  tell  you  all  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  (and  all  that  you  didn’t) 
about  the  Mongol  Empire.  Oh,  and  he 
has  a  3.5  GPA  in  one  of  the  most  chal¬ 
lenging  middle  school  programs  in  San 
Francisco.  He  is  just  one  of  many  that 
BHGH  won’t  let  “fall  through  the 
cracks.” 

Naturally  however,  the  BHGH  schol¬ 
ars  still  experience  lifestyle  limitations 
as  compared  to  their  private-school 
peers.  Since  BHGH  obviously  cannot 
afford  many  "extras" — the  organization 
is  already  providing  housing,  schooling, 
computers,  medical  benefits,  etc. — it 
falls  to  compassionate  individuals  to 
further  improve  the  scholars’  circum¬ 
stances.  A  recent  fundraiser,  hosted  by 
the  BHGH  volunteers  and  held  at  Town 
Hall  Restaurant,  generated  enough 
profit  to  set  up  an  incentive-based  learn¬ 
ing  system  where  if  a  scholar  substan¬ 
tially  increased  his  GPA,  he  “earned” 
the  much-coveted  iPod  (yes,  a  “luxury” 
most  Noe  Valley  kids  take  for  granted). 

So  welcome  us.  Say  hi  if  you  see  us 
on  the  street.  And  do  take  the  opportu¬ 


nity  to  make  an  impact  and  directly  ben¬ 
efit  some  very  deserving  kids.  It’s  quite 
easy  to  support  our  community-based 
organization.  In  addition  to  cash  dona¬ 
tions,  we  always  need  school  supplies 
and  household  items.  We  can  always 
use  volunteer  tutors  and  mentors.  You 
can  take  us  to  the  movies  or  help  us 
with  internship  opportunities  and  col¬ 
lege  applications. 

Oh  yes,  and  if  you  own  a  restaurant, 
you  can  always  send  some  pizza  our 
way.  Pasta  Pomodoro  and  La  Ciccia 
already  have! 

For  more  information,  please  visit 
www.hhghsf.org. 

Katherine  Ryzhaya  is  a  volunteer  and 
associate  board  member  of  Boys  FI  ope 
Girls  Ffope.  You  can  reach  her  at 
kryzhaya@gmail.com. 


THERE'S  NOE  TELLING 
what  you  have  stored  up  that 
you'd  like  to  say  to  your  fel¬ 
low  readers  of  the  Voice.  Send 
your  op-ed  pieces,  particularly 
those  about  Noe  Valley  peo¬ 
ple,  places,  or  projects,  to 
editor@rtoevalleyvoice.  com. 
Please  include  an  address  and 
phone  number.  Thank  you. 


St.  Paul’s  School 

Where  Tradition  and  the  Future  Meet 
To  Insure  Academic  Excellence  for  Our  Children 


For  over  90  years,  St.  Paul’s  School  has  been  educating  the  children  of  Noe  Valley  and 
the  Mission.  It’s  reputation  for  academic  excellence  is  unsurpassed.  And  now,  adding  to 
the  richness  of  this  legacy,  St.  Paul’s  proudly  educates  its  students  in  the  most  modern 
school  building  in  Noe  Valley. 

Opened  in  1 999,  the  new  St.  Paul’s  School  is  designed  from  the  ground  up  for  the 
educational  needs  of  the  21st  century.  Fully  Cat  5  wired  for  the  Internet,  St.  Paul’s 
offers  your  child  the  teachers  and  the  tools  to  excel  academically  in  a  warm,  friendly 
and  welcoming  environment.  We  invite  you  and  your  family  to  come  visit  and  see 
for  yourself.  Become  part  of  a  great  community  committed  to  ensuring  the  finest 
education  possible  for  our  children. 

To  learn  more,  or  to  schedule  a  school  tour,  Jy.  PAUL'S  SCHOOL 

call  us  at  415.648.2055  1690  Church  Street 

Or  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.stpaulsf.net  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
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Family 

Dental 

Dr.  Elias  Qare,  D.D.S. 
General  Dentistry 

A  Full  Range  of  Cosmetic  and  General 
Dentistry 

Porcelain  Veneers 


•  Crowns  &  Bridges 

•  White/Silver  Fillings 

•  Root  Canal  Therapy 

•  Implants 

>  Digital  X-Rays 

•  TMJ  Treatment 


NTI  Plus 

FDA  approved  to  prevent 
migraine  associated  with 
tension  type  headache 
and  bruxism. 


Silent  Nite 

Your  dentist  can  treat 
snoring! 


One  Hour  Tooth  Whitening 


invisalign 


The  Invisible  Way  to 
Straighten  Teeth 


Only  $20 

I  I -  - - ] 

$49  ; 

Exam  +  6  X-Rays 

1  1  Cleaning, Polishing,  Full  Exam  ! 

Regular  -  $114 

j  j  &  6  X-Rays  -  Regular  -  $189  ! 

New  Patients  Only 

J  J  New  Patients  Only 

1  1  , 

$100  Off 

Whitening  Treatment 
Regular  in  otfice  - 1  hour  $500 
Regular  Take  Home  Kit  -  $300 


2489  Mission  Street,  Suite  16  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  282-5340 

Office  Hours  Monday  through  Saturday  by  Appointment 


A-Nove, 


At  Kiki  Yo  come  explore  your  mind  body  connection.  We  offer  Pre  and 
Post  Natal,  Baby  and  Me,  Kiki  for  kid's  Ages  6-13 ,  Kiki  for  Kid's  ages  3-5 
Hatha,  Iyengar,  Kikilate’s,  Vinyasa,  Tai  Chi  Chih  Belly  Dancing,  World  Dance 
Workout,  Personal  Training  &  Workshops,  Yoga  for  beginners,  &  Pilates  Mat. 


Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That's  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 
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CHILDRENS 

DAV 

SCHOOL 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  1 7th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


Katherine  Michiels  Elementary  School 


K- 5th  Grade 
Small  Class  Size 
Learning  Differences 
Program 

Slingerland  Tutoring 
Spanish  Language 


Now  EnroNing 
Financial  AM  Available 


(415)  821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
www.kmsofsf.org 


FOUNDED  LN  l»73 

Grades  K-8 
Srpall  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


uorhes 

unique 

as  your . 


SMALL  FRYS 

4066  24th  Street 

in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Open  every  day 

(415)  648-3954  * 

www.smallfrys.com 

~  I m 


IUIT 
SMART 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 
25  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415.285.9770 

QuitSmartLori@aol.com 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 
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Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


A  View  from  the 
Jury  Box 

Editor’s  Note:  Writer  and  illustrator 
Florence  Holub  first  penned  this  essay 
in  October  1992.  when  jury  duty  was 
quite  a  bit  more  relaxed  than  it  is  today. 

When  Superior  Court  beckons, 
San  Francisco  voters  had  bet¬ 
ter  respond  obediently,  or 
else  be  prepared  to  plead  a  case  of 
extreme  hardship. 

I  was  first  summoned  for  jury  duty 
when  my  children  were  small,  and  on 
the  third  call  I  marched  down-  to  City 
Hall  as  mad  as  a  hornet,  demanding  to 
know  if  they  expected  me  to  leave  my 
young  sons  unsupervised.  The  sympa¬ 
thetic  clerk  told  me  that  he  would  take 
care  of  it,  and  he  certainly  must  have, 
because  I  didn’t  hear  from  the  court 
again  until  last  month.  (My  little  ones 
are  now  middle-aged!) 

So  on  a  recent  Monday  morning  I  got 
in  line  with  a  couple  of  hundred  other 
potential  jurors  outside  the  jury  assem¬ 
bly  room,  to  be  registered  and  assigned 
to  a  court.  The  Superior  Court  waiting 
room  at  City  Hall  has  been  greatly 
improved  since  my  .last  visit,  even 
boasting  a  television  set  to  enhance  the 
waiting. 

Eventually  we  were  assigned  to  dif¬ 
ferent  groups,  and  each  group  was  sent 
to  one  of  the  courts  on  the  fourth  floor. 
The  groups  were  labeled  by  color — my 
group  was  "Rose,”  and  the  court  of 
Judge  Cahill  was  our  destination.  I 
never  made  it  into  the  jury  box,  how¬ 
ever,  because  one  of  the  lawyers 
quickly  dismissed  me  for  undisclosed 
reasons.  I  was  sent  home  to  be  on  tele¬ 
phone  standby. 

Two  days  later,  I  received  a  call.  The 
leftover  Roses  (and  Silvers,  and  a  few 
other  colors)  were  being  directed  to  the 
court  of  Judge  Carlos  Bea,  whose  stock 
of  jurors  had  been  drained,  as  one  per¬ 
son  after  another  asked  to  be  excused. 
The  case  of  the  preceding  days  had  just 
been  settled  out  of  court,  but  a  class- 
action  asbestos  suit  was  about  to  replace 
it.  After  a  30-minute  wait  in  the  court¬ 
room,  we  were  told  that  this  case  had 
also  been  settled,  but  that  another  litiga¬ 
tion  would  require  our  attention. 

The  Madam  County  Clerk  adminis¬ 
tered  the  oath  "to  tell  the  truth  and  noth¬ 
ing  but  the  truth”  to  everyone  in  the 


room.  One  well-dressed  young  man 
refused  to  do  so,  and  when  asked  why, 
responded  by  saying,  "I  deserve  the 
right  to  give  false  and  improper  infor¬ 
mation.”  He  was  invited  into  the  judge’s 
chambers,  along  with  a  lady  who  had 
been  holding  a  gurgling  and  cooing 
baby  all  morning.  The  rest  of  us  took  a 
break,  and  when  we  returned,  the  three 
of  them  were  no  longer  among  us. 

Because  the  new  case  was  compli¬ 
cated  and  would  last  for  an  estimated 
three  weeks,  the  judge  took  three  hours 
to  hear  the  many  financial  hardship 
pleas  from  potential  jurors.  While  we 
waited,  Frieda — another  Rose  person — 
and  1  decided  to  check  out  the  other 
courtrooms.  Before  doing  so,  we  carried 
on  a  lively  discussion  concerning  the 
pros  and  cons  of  jury  duty.  I  felt  that  I 
was  paying  my  dues  to  society,  but 
Frieda,  who  had  been  called  too  often 
for  her  taste,  complained  that  she  was 
being  overcharged  and  overworked. 


We  postponed  our  debate  as  we 
explored,  and  discovered  that  all  the 
courtrooms  looked  the  same  except  for 
two,  which  had  original  paintings  on -the 
walls.  In  Room  402,  a  brilliant  modern 
abstraction  in  tones  of  red  was  an 
enlivening  contrast  to  the  sad  and  muted 
interior.  Room  472  contained  a  large, 
somber,  and  mysterious  canvas  that  held 
our  attention  for  a  short  time,  but  as  we 
left,  we  were  arrested  by  a  second  paint¬ 
ing,  belonging  to  the  San  Francisco  Arts 
Commission,  which  depicted  a  larger- 
than-life,  perfectly  rendered  likeness  of 
a  mounted  policeman,  and  bore  the  sig¬ 
nature  of  Noe  Valley  artist  Mark 
Adams.  [Following  an  illustrious 
career,  Adams  died  in  early  2006,  at  the 
age  of  80. — Ed.] 

We  then  decided  to  inspect  the  enor¬ 
mous  excavation  made  to  accommodate 
the  new  library  on  the  other  side  of 
Civic  Center  Plaza,  and  then  to  visit  the 
old  public  library,  where  we  could  view 
the  old-fashioned  but  poetic  murals  of 
another  age,  by  Gottardo  Piazonni  and 
Frank  DuMond. 

After  that,  we  lunched  leisurely  at  the 
cafeteria  of  the  Hastings  School  of  Law 
nearby,  where  contemporary  art  is  also 
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Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 

•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Iff  aes 

•  Grief  mi  Loss  .sftMg'j 

^ .  fjgggs&fF''  P.  MliP %  \ 

,  *  SexuaJity/Body  Image  f 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises  . 

> Occupational  Concerm/Choices 

Personal  Growth/Spiritual  femes 

Church  St.,  San  Francisco  *  415.MR2644 
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exhibited.  Here  we  found  another  cre¬ 
ation  by  Mark  Adams,  this  time  in 
poster  form — a  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
reproduction  in  rich  reds  titled  “A  Bowl 
of  Borscht,”  which  made  our  mouths 
water.  I  was  struck  by  Adams’  versatil¬ 
ity,  as  I  recalled  his  magnificent  tapestry 
on  exhibit  at'the  de  Young  Museum, 
which  featured  a  large  lotus. 

As  we  ambled  back  toward  the  court, 
we  joined  a  spirited  demonstration  that 
was  being  held  in  the  hope  of  restoring 
the  state  budget  for  programs  for  the 
disabled.  We  knew  that  the  voices  of 
City  Hall  demonstrators  often  wafted 
through  the  courtrooms.  A  few  days  ear¬ 
lier,  we  had  listened  to  the  chanting  of 
those  fighting  to  save  the  jobs  of  the 
janitorial  union.  We  also  heard  from 
another  group,  shouting  “Free  Mary 
Jane!”  in  support  of  the  little  old  lady 
who  had  been  charged  with  baking 
cookies  laced  with  marijuana,  to  ease 
the  pain  of  the  terminally  ill. 

Before  our  court  case  could  pro¬ 
ceed,  all  of  the  prospective 
jurors  had  to  be  questioned — 
first  by  the  judge  and  then  by  all  of  the 
lawyers — to  make  sure  they  would  be 
impartial.  Frieda,  who  was  determined 
to  wriggle  out  of  the  whole  thing,  used 
every  ploy  that  she  could  muster. 

She  raised  her  hand  whenever  a  hint 
of  an  escape  appeared.  Seniors  are 
exempt  from  jury  duty,  she  ventured 
only  to  be  informed  that  she  was  mis¬ 
taken.  She  was  a  lawyer’s  wife,  she 
declared,  and  as  such  should  be  disqual¬ 
ified.  Good  try,  but  not  so. 

And  when  the  judge  read  off  a  list  of 
witnesses  and  asked  if  anyone  was 
acquainted  with  them  or  with  any  of  the 
lawyers,  up  shot  Frieda’s  hand.  Further 
questioning,  however,  revealed  that  the 
witness  had  only  sat  on  a  panel  of  the 
book  club  that  Frieda  belonged  to. 

Judge  Bea  asked  her,  "Do  you  think  that 
I  would  believe  that  this  could  influence 
your  judgment?” 


“I  was  hoping  so,”  Frieda  blurted  out. 
And  everyone  laughed  at  her  honesty. 

On  that  same  day,  Frieda  was  placed 
on  the  alternate  row,  and  I  was  bounced 
over  her  to  a  seat  on  the  jury.  As  I  sat 
there,  one  of  the  lawyers  called  out 
Frieda’s  name,  saying,  “Mrs.  T.,  I  will 
excuse  you  because  I  think  you  have  it 
coming  to  you!” 

Everyone  roared  again,  but  the  happi¬ 
est  person  was  Frieda,  who  tri¬ 
umphantly  strode  out  of  the  courtroom. 

We  really  missed  her,  but  in  the 
weeks  that  followed,  we  jurors  who 
were  thrown  together  almost  at  random 
turned  out  to  be  a  friendly  mixture.  One 
young  lady,  Martha,  lived  in  Noe  Valley 
and  read  the  Voice  regularly,  she  said. 
Bill,  who  sat  next  to  me,  noticed  my 
doodling  and  suggested  the  title  for  this 
article. 

Because  of  the  surroundings,  several 
of  us  recalled  our  impressions  of  the 
mayor  during  whose  tenure  our  City 
Hall  was  built.  While  taking  in  the 
beautiful  detail  of  the  fine  civic  build¬ 
ing,  we  couldn’t  help  but  note  the  large 
Roman  letters  at  the  base  of  the  cupola: 
“JAMES  ROLPH  JUNIOR,”  who 
served  at  the  helm  of  San  Francisco 
from  1912  to  1931. 

Those  years  brought  back  fond  mem¬ 
ories  to  one  couple  on  the  jury.  Al,  who 
sat  behind  me,  lived  near  the  Civic  Cen¬ 
ter  as  a-boy.  He  often  sailed  paper  air¬ 
planes  down  into  the  City  Hall  rotunda, 
and  he  kept  track  of  the  mayor’s  sched¬ 
ule,  so  that  he  would  be  present  when¬ 
ever  “Sunny  Jim”  entered  or  left  his 
office.  Mayor  Rolph  had  the  habit  of 
giving  a  quarter,  which  was  a  lot  of 
money  then,  to  any  little  boy  he  encoun¬ 
tered.  Little  girls  weren’t  neglected 
either.  Another  fellow  juror,  Jean, 
remembered  how  her  father  took  her 
downtown  so  that  she  could  meet  the 
great  man.  She  still  remembers  his  smil¬ 
ing  face. 

And  every  day  after  jury  duty,  as  I 
rode  home  on  the  J-car,  I  thought  of 
what  Helen  Hughes  Helfrich,  my  next- 
door  neighbor  for  25  years,  had  told  me. 
She  enjoyed  remembering  her  first  trip 
on  the  J-line  after  its  completion.  Her 
father  took  her,  but  it  was  Mayor  Rolph 
who  held  her  at  the  front  of  the  car  to 
the  end  of  the  line.  Everyone  loved 
“Sunny  Jim,”  Noe  Valley’s  favorite  son! 
They  just  don’t  make  mayors  like  that 
anymore. 

At  the  end  of  each  day  in  court,  the 
judge  admonished  us  not  to  speak  or 
communicate  in  any  way  concerning  the 
case,  at  risk  of  prosecution!  And  several 
weeks  later,  my  lips  are  still  sealed. 

However,  I  think  it  is  now  permissi¬ 
ble  to  mention  that  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  I  heard  a  snore  coming  from 
someone  seated  behind  me  on  the  jury. 
Thank  goodness  for  the  interruption, 
though — it  woke  me  up!  ■ 
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Creating  tomorrow’s  leaders...  ONE  BLACK  BELT  AT  A  TIME! 

NAVARRITI’S  RIACK  REIT  ACADEMY 


SAVE 

si  00 


Bring  this  ad  for  $100  off  the 
membership  fee  for  any  program. 


TEENS  AND  ADULTS 
(ages  1 3-99) 

Learn  serious  self-defense  and 
increase  confidence  while  improving 
your  fitness  level  and  reducing 
stress.  Meet  new  people  and  build 
your  leadership  abilities  in  a  positive, 
'  onment. 
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TINY  TIGERS 
(ages  3-6) 

Arm  your  child  with  self-defense. 

Our  specialized  programs  will  teach 
your  child  to  be  safe,  follow  directions 
and  improve  concentration  in  a  fun 
and  positive  atmosphere. 


KARATE  FOR  KIDS 
(ages  7-12) 

Home  of  the  nation's  World-Famous 
Karate  for  Kids  Program  where  your 
kids  will  develop  greater  self-esteem, 
discipline  and  leadership  skills  while 
learning  self-defense. 


1 1  mm  1 1 


San  Francisco’s  most  complete  and  well  equipped  martial  arts  school,  featuring  an  exclusive 
mezzanine  level  viewing  gallery  with  comfortable  seating,  free  wireless  Internet,  a  full  pro  shop  and 
the  best  quality  workout  mats  available  to  ensure  student  safety  and  comfort. 

1201  Church  Street  (cross-street  24th  st.)  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  (415)  285.5425 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play 


WjtBfea! 

REA  Dllsg'S 
CHOICE 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


Fall  Session  is  Sept  10th  -  Dec  8th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 
Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 


“FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers !"  -  GoCityKids.com 


415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

Glug  Baby 

Lisa's  Garden 

Lotus 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


rhis  month's  public  school  news  comes 
from  boosters  at  Alvarado  Elementary 
School  and  James  Lick  Middle  School. 

ALVARADO 

Not-So-Silent  Auction  Tries  to 
Top  $50,000 

Want  to  support  local  businesses  and  a 
public  school  while  getting  a  bargain? 
Come  to  Alvarado  School’s  annual  Not- 
So-Silent  Auction  the  evening  of  March 
8,  and  put  in  your  bid  for  gift  certificates 
to  restaurants,  clothing  boutiques,  and 
bookstores;  discounted  children’s  les¬ 
sons;  tickets  to  museums  and  sporting  and 
cultural  events;  and  hotel  and  vacation 
rentals — not  to  mention  art  and  jewelry. 
The  Live  Auction  features  creative  proj-  • 
ects  created  by  our  talented  students.  And 
that’s  not  all,  either.  Bidding  takes  place 
over  chatter  among  friends,  good  food, 
and  rollicking  music  at  the  Janet  Pomeroy 
Center,  207  Skyline  Boulevard,  from  6  to 
1 1  p.m. 

Last  year,  our  neighbors,  friends,  busi¬ 
ness  community,  and  parents  raised  al¬ 
most  $50,000.  The  money  goes  toward 
Alvarado’s  visual  and  performing  arts 
programs,  science  projects,  motor  skills 
development,  and  other  activities  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District  fails  to 
provide.  It  is  the  PTA’s  goal  this  year  to 
finally  break  the  $50,000  level  and  ensure 
continued  support  for  our  excellent 
teachers  and  staff. 

Having  chalked  up  six  years  of  auction 
experience,  Noe  Valley  resident  Angela 
Danison  is  co-chairing  the  auction  this 
year,  for  the  third  time.  Three  of  Dani- 
son’s  four  children  currently  attend  Al¬ 
varado,  and  her  oldest  son,  an  Alvarado 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

www.fairmountschoolpta.org 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 
Robert  Broecker,  Principal 
625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 
415-695-5695 
www.alvaradoschool.net 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
www.jameslickptsa.org 


alumnus,  is  a  sixth-grader  at  St.  Philip 
School,  another  Noe  Valley  school. 

“We  couldn’t  possibly  raise  as  much 
money  for  Qur  school  without  the  gener¬ 
ous  support  of  the  Noe  Valley  merchants,” 
Danison  says.  “Each  year,  the  local  busi¬ 
nesses  provide  us  with  merchandise  and 
services  for  our  auction.  In  return,  many 
of  our  families  choose  to  shop  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  because  they  know  the  importance  of 
these  businesses  to  our  community.” 

'  Students  themselves  contribute  to  the 
auction,  too.  Each  class  creates  a  unique 
piece  of  art  that  is  put  up  for  live  bidding. 
"Our  school  is  known  for  its  arts  program, 
and  the  auction  is  a  perfect  venue  for 
showcasing  the  talents  of  our  students," 
says  Danison. 

Many  of  those  attending  the  auction 
will  be  school  parents  and  alumni,  but  the 
event  is  open  to  all.  “Whether  you  have 
children  who  will  be  entering  school  soon, 
are  a  neighbor  of  the  school,  or  just  want 
to  bid,  the  auction  is  a  great  event  to  meet 
families  and  staff,  see  the  amazing  artwork 
that  our  students  create,  and  support  the 
children  in  our  community,”  says  Danison. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  the  rock  and 
Afro-Latin  band  Los  Nadies.  Tickets  are 
$20  in  advance  or  $25  at  the  door.  For 
more  information  on  tickets,  or  to  sponsor 
or  donate  to  the  auction,  contact  Gabriele 
Lange  Edwards  (648-6831),  Angela 
Danison  (642-8310),  Nancy  Velasco 
(Spanish,  695-5695),  or  send  an  email  to 
alvarado2008aitction@yahoo.com. 

— Heather  World 


JAMES  LICK 

Principal  Chats  About  Testing 

During  a  recent  Friday  morning  chat. 
Principal  Carmelo  Sgarlato  spent  an  hour 
demystifying  elements  of  the  California 
Standards  Test  for  a  group  of  parents 
meeting  in  James  Lick  Middle  School’s 
new  computer  lab.  Sgarlato  passed  out 
examples  of  the  challenging  questions 
used  to  test  our  sixth-graders  in  language 
arts,  and  then  demonstrated  how  our 
teachers  could  use  the  feedback  they  re¬ 
ceived  to  track  the  progress  of  an  entire 
class;  reteach  a  concept  to  the  whole 
class,  a  small  group  of  students,  or  a  spe¬ 
cific  child;  or  report  an  individual  stu¬ 
dent’s  progress  to  inquiring  parents. 

Consultant  Carrie  Melton  assisted  in  the 
presentation,  answering  technical  ques¬ 
tions  and  suggesting  ways  that  parents 
could  extend  language  learning  at  home. 
Parent  Liaison  Leonor  Jackson  provided 
expert  simultaneous  translation  for  the 
many  Spanish-speaking  parents  in  atten¬ 
dance.  But  no  translation  was  necessary 
for  parents  to  appreciate  the  30  or  so 
beautiful  new  Apple  Macintosh  flat- 
screen  workstations  that  were  recently  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  lab — enough  to  accommo¬ 


ir. 


An  easy, 


FAMILY  8  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY 


experience 

where  you’re 
treated  lihe 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  1 5  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  415.647.6000 


Joy  E.  Morris,  D.D.S.,  Inc.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S 


date  an  entire  class  with  state-of-the-art 
computer  equipment. 

Odyssey  to  Costa  Rica 

Have  you  ever  had  the  urge  to  visit  a 
place  where  rainbow-billed  toucans, 
leaping  iguanas,  and  erupting  volcanoes 
are  as  common  as  the  pigeons,  puppies, 
and  fog  found  in  our  city  ?  This  month,  40 
members  of  the  James  Lick  community 
are  traveling  to  Costa  Rica  to  sample  ad¬ 
ventures  in  places  like  Manuel  Antonio 
National  Park,  the  Carara  Biological  Re¬ 
serve,  and  Rincon  de  la  Vieja  Park  in  the 
Guanacaste  Conservation  Area. 

Planning  for  this  trip  began  nearly  a 
year  ago  with  informational  meetings  for 
students’  families,  followed  by  months  of 
fundraising  and  more  meetings  to  prepare 
for  the  trek,  featuring  eight  days  of  visits 
to  exotic  cities,  markets,  historic  sites, 
museums,  jungle  areas,  parks,  and 
schools — places  where  you  might  en¬ 
counter  a  rare  scarlet  macaw  or  test  the 
surf  at  the  edge  of  a  rain  forest. 

Everyone  Benefits! 

After  weeks  of  clouds  and  rain,  the  sun 
made  a  welcome  appearance  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  our  Pancake  Breakfast  and  Rum¬ 
mage  Sale  in  January,  a  benefit  for  this 
year’s  field  trip  to  Costa  Rica.  Many  of 
our  Noe  Valley  neighbors  stopped  by  to 
share  their  own  international  travel  expe¬ 
riences,  as  they  poured  syrup  over  plates 
heaped  with  fluffy  cakes  and  savory 
sausages.  Before  leaving,  families  and 
friends  browsed  through  stacks  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  collectibles  for  sale  in  the  gym  or 
dropped  off  outdated  electronics  in  the 
upper  playground — adding  to  the  con¬ 
venience  and  greenness  of  these  com¬ 
bined  Saturday  events. 

Join  Us  in  the  Playground 

Our  playground,  bounded  by  Clipper 
and  Castro  streets,  will  soon  be  open  to 
the  public  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  The  weekend  shar¬ 
ing  of  the  blacktop  is  part  of  a  joint  city/ 
SFUSD  pilot  program  designed  “to  fill 
the  need  for  children  and  families  to 
gather  and  play.” 

Experiment  with  a  Science  Fair 

If  you're  in  the  neighborhood  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  13,  around  6  p.m.,  be 
sure  to  check  out  the  James  Lick  Science 
Fair  taking  place  in  the  school  gym.  Our 
students  will  demonstrate  exciting  exper¬ 
iments  and  answer  questions  about  their 
hypotheses,  data,  and  conclusions.  Rib¬ 
bons  will  be  awarded  for  first-,  second-, 
and  third-place  finishes  in  each  of  the 


classrooms,  and  the  best  entries  will  com¬ 
pete  at  the  district  science  fair  at  the  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum  March  4  to  7. 

Welcome  to  Community  Movie  Night 

James  Lick  will  host  a  monthly  Com¬ 
munity  Movie  Night  on  the  last  Saturday 
of  the  month,  beginning  Feb.  23.  We  will 
offer  two  films  each  night.  For  movie  se¬ 
lections  and  times,  look  for  flyers  posted 
around  the  school’s  campus  and  on  24th 
Street,  or  check  our  web  site  listings: 
www.JamesLickPTSA.org. 

Shape-Up  Program  ‘Jogs’  to  N.Y. 

Inspired  that  our  students  have  already 
covered  the  1,016-mile  length  of  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  coastline  by  walking  and  running 
laps  around  the  upper  playground — and 
are  having  a  lot  of  fun  while  doing  so — 
the  P.E.  Department  has  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  tracking  miles  until  the  end  of  the 
school  year — but  this  time  with  a  new 
goal:  to  reach  New  York  City  by  June 
(2,582  miles  as  the  crow  flies).  Kids  will 
be  logging  laps  every  Friday  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  upper  yard,  so  please  do 
cheer  them  on  if  you  walk  by.  The  stu¬ 
dents  are  also  preparing  for  the  state  phys¬ 
ical  education  fitness  assessment  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  March.  Can  you  do  15  pushups 
or  run  a  mile  under  seven  minutes? 

G-O-A-L! 

Congratulations  to  our  defending  city 
championship  soccer  team  for  reaching 
the  playoffs  again  this  year  and  winning 
both  of  their  playoff  games.  James  Lick 
beat  Presidio  in  the  first  round  (5-2)  and 
then  went  on  to  defeat  Hoover  (7- 1 ).  That 
means  we’ll  play  in  the  championship 
game  at  Kezar  Stadium  again  this  year. 
(Last  year,  we  were  district  champions  for 
the  first  time  since  1967!) 

Volunteers  Needed 

We  are  looking  for  local  volunteers  to 
help  students  with  writing  projects  for  our 
new  joint  venture  with  826  Valencia,  the 
tutoring  center  and  literary  pirate  hangout 
on  Valencia  Street.  Please  contact  Assis¬ 
tant  Principal  Bita  Nazarian  for  more 
information. 

— Site  Cattoche 


St.  Philip  Preschool 

Located  in  the  heart  of  Noe  Valley 


A  fun,  quality,  developmental  and  hands-on  year  round  Catholic  preschool  for 
3-5  year  olds  with  an  exceptional  Pre-Kindergarten  Program  for  ages  4  and 
young  5’s. 

■  Featuring  High/Scope  and  a  blend  of  activity-play  and  child 
centered  curricula  for  success  and  independent  learning; 

•  Daily  preschool  exploration,  . learning  centers  and  curricula 
include 

Art.  Music  and  Movement 
Science  and  Cooking 
Writing  and  early  Math 
o  Language  and  the  Arts: 

Experienced,  credentialed  teaching  staff 
with  low  child  to  teacher  ratio: 

A  must-see,  highly  rated  year  round 
program : 

Spacious  outdoor  play  yard: 

Awarded  5  stars  by  “Savvy  Parent.” 


o 

o 

o 


T o  request  information  or  to  schedule  a  tour, 
please  contact 

Mrs.  Hope  Peterson.  Director 
725  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(415)  282  0143 
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Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal' 


jhiniffi 

'.Aim'. 


;»'S®1s$S@bS 

Renew 


Repair  •  Revitalize 


Cam.  Today  for  a 

Free  In-Home  Esti 

OT.US  REQ0VE  15««  OB' WITH 


415-294-7795 

WWW.N HANCE.COM 


ATTENTION  SINGLE  MEN 

Are  you  in  your  Fit  Forties, 
Fabulous  Fifties  or  Sexy  Sixties? 

LOOK  NO  FURTHER! 

Hire  a 

professional 
Matchmaker  to 
find  your  match. 


Call  Marsha  at  INTRODUCTIONS  BY  MARSHA:  415-388-01 

www.introsbymarsha.com 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


FREE  Bag  of 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

With  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

February  only,  with  this  ad 


NOE'S  NEST 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Private  baths  and  lots  of  amenities 

(415)  821-0751 

www.noesnest.com 


DENNIS  OTTO 


Trusted  Advisor 
Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CLCA 


•  7  ;  V  7  ;  ”  7  7..J 

■  • 

_ 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


NOE  S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


The  Best  in  Sports  Viewing! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 

415-282-4007 


Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties  of 
C»0»F»F*E>E 

by  the  pound  or  half-pound 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6  a.  m.  to  7 p.  m. 


3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648- 1 1 66 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


Two  highlights  of  this  month's  reading  list,  provided  .by  Voice  bookworm  Karol  Barske 
and  Eureka  Valley  Librarian  Pam  Ow,  are  a  tome  about  toothpicks  and  a  story  about  an 
anxious  monster  named  Bobo.  To  see  if  the  books  are  available,  drop  by  your  local  branch  or 
visit  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  at  www.sfpl.org.  Note:  The  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn 
Branch  Library  at  45 1  Jersey  Street  is  set  for  a  grand  reopening  on  March  8  (see  front  page ). 


Adult  Fiction 

■  A  former  heroin  addict  and  hooker 
searches  for  a  missing  college  girl  in  Hell’s 
Kitchen  in  Sara  Gran’s  1950s  noir  novel 
Dope. 

■  Yannick  Murphy  details  the  life  of  the 
Dutch  dancer  and  suspected  World  War  I 
spy,  in  Signed,  Mata  Hari,  a  fictional  story 
based  on  fact. 

■  A  homeless  woman  in  San  Francisco  tries 
to  find  her  long-lost  husband  and  turn  her 
life  around  in  My  Dreams  Out  in  the  Street, 
by  Kim  Addonizio. 

■  In  Mario  Vargas  Llosa’s  The  Bad  Girl,  a 
woman  who  reappears  in  various  locations 
and  disguises  haunts  a  young  Peruvian  man 
for  two  decades. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

■  In  The  Toothpick:  Technology  and  Cul¬ 
ture,  Henry  Petroski  traces  the  history  of  this 
handy  item  from  caveman  times  to  today, 
and  the  etiquette  rules  it  has  engendered. 

■  Elmore  Leonard’s  10  Rules  of  Writing 
was  originally  published  in  the  New  York 
Times  as  “Easy  on  the  Adverbs,  Exclamation 
Points,  and  Especially  Hooptedoodle.” 

■  Robert  Hardman  offers  a  historic  portrait 
of  how  Elizabeth  II  runs  the  modern  British 
monarchy  in  A  Year  with  the  Queen. 

■  In  Sightings:  Extraordinary  Encounters 
with  Ordinary  Birds,  Sam  Keen  meditates 
on  the  marvels  of  avian  life,  from  sparrows 
to  turkey  vultures. 

— Annotations  by  Karol  Barske  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice  staff 

Children’s  Fiction,  Folktales,  and 
Poetry 

■  Armed  with  the  helpful  advice  of  his 
grandpa,  a  young  monster  named  Bobo  finds 
the  courage  to  deal  with  the  scary  human 
boy  who  appears  beneath  his  bed  at  bedtime, 
in  Jitterbug  Jam.  This  great  read-aloud 
story  by  Barbara  Jean  Hicks  is  illustrated  by 
Alexis  Deacon.  Ages  3  to  7. 

■  In  George  and  the  Dragon,  author-illus¬ 
trator  Chris  Wormell  offers  a  surprising  hero 
who  rescues  the  princess  from  a  mighty 
dragon.  Ages  3  to  7. 


BRANCH  HOURS 

Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
2825  Diamond  St„  337-4740 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7  1-6  1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St„  355-2800 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1-5  1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Branch  Library 
451  Jersey  St.,  355-5707 
Closed  temporarily 


■  Jack  Prelutsky’s  collection  of  short, 
rhyming  poems.  The  Frogs  Wore  Red  Sus¬ 
penders,  is  charmingly  illustrated  by  Petra 
Mathers’  paintings.  Ages  4  to  8. 

■  F.  Isabel  Campoy  and  Alma  Flor  Ada 
retell  12  stories  from  oral  and  literary 
sources,  accompanied  by  background  notes, 
that  celebrate  the  diverse  roots  of  Hispanic 
culture  in  Tales  Our  Abuelitas  Told:  A  His¬ 
panic  Folktale  Collection.  Paintings  by 
Felipe  Davalos,  Vivi  Escriva,  Susan  Gue¬ 
vara,  and  Leyla  Torres  enhance  the  text. 

Also  available  in  Spanish,  Cuentos  que  con- 
taban  nuestras  abuelas.  Ages  6  to  10. 

■  Gary  Paulsen  brings  us  12-year-old 
Duane’s  diary,  wherein  he  records  the  daily 
traumas  brought  on  by  puberty  (zits,  strange 
dreams,  clumsiness,  girls!)  as  well  ashis 
observations  of  a  newborn  bird’s  growth,  in 
The  Amazing  Life  of  Birds.  Ages  10  to  14. 

■  The  Golden  Compass  by  Philip  Pullman 
is  a  richly  imagined  fantasy  and  adventure 
story  in  which  Lyra  Belacqua  (with  her  dae¬ 
mon  Pantalaimon)  rescues  kidnapped  chil¬ 
dren,  finds  out  who  her  parents  are,  and 
wonders  whether  she  can  ever  go  to  a  city 
faintly  seen  in  the  Aurora  Borealis.  The 
movie  of  the  same  name,  which  opened 
recently,  is  based  on  this  book.  Recom¬ 
mended  by  Noe  Valley  Children’s  Librarian 
Carol  Small.  Ages  10  to  adult. 

— Annotations  by  Pam  Ow.  Children's  Librarian 
Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch 

LIBRARY  EVENTS 

Lapsits  and  Story  Times 

■  The  Noe  Valley  Library  invites  you  to 
enjoy  stories,  songs,  and  finger  plays  with 
your  baby  or  toddler  at  the  lapsits  held  on 
Tuesdays,  Feb.  5,  19,  and  26,  at  10:15  a.m. 
Preschool  story  time,  a  read-aloud  program 
for  kids  ages  3  to  5,  follows  at  1 1  a.m. Until 
the  library  reopens  in  March,  programs  are 
held  at  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church, 
1268  Sanchez  Street  at  Clipper  Street. 

The  Bookmobile  Stops  Here 

■  You  can  get  a  library  card  and  check  out 
books,  CDs  and  DVDs  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Bookmobile,  which  parks  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  I  p.m.  at 
665  Elizabeth  Street  near  Diamond. 

Meet  a  Juggling  Dog 

■  Juggler  Dana  Smith  will  perform  an 
interactive  show  accompanied  by  his  dog 
Lacey  on  Friday,  Feb.  8,  3:45  to  4:30  p.m., 
at  the  Eureka  Valley  Library,  on  16th  Street. 
The  branch  also  hosts  an  afternoon  story 
time  on  Tuesdays  from  3:30  to  4  p.m. 

Make  a  Valentine,  See  ‘Mama  Yo’ 

■  The  Glen  Park  Library  at  2825  Diamond 
Street  will  offer  a  Valentine’s  Day  craft  class 
for  kids  5  to  12,  on  Saturday,  Feb.  9,  3  to  4 
pm.  Space  is  limited.  Register  with  the 
librarian.  On  Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  10:30  to 

1 1 :30  a.m.,  storyteller  Yolanda  Rhodes  will 
share  folktales  from  her  African  roots. 


A  cooperative,  featuring  photography  by  local  women  artists 


A  Woman’s  Eye  Gallery 
678  Portola  Drive 
San  Francisco 


OPEN  EVERY  WEEKEND 
Saturday  and  Sunday  12:00-5:00 
and  by  appointment  (415-731-6470) 


Free  Parking  at  Ebenezer  Lutheran  Church 
( across  from  Mollie  Stone’s,  a.k.a.  Tower  Market ) 


All  New  Website  -  check  for  special  events 


www.AWEgallery.com 


WINTER 

Reading 

SPECIALS 


booksellers 


SHOP 

Noe 

VAT  I FV 


ft**##***'** 


Ask  About  Our 

FREE  DELIVERY! 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 
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Neighborhood  Services 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


3850  24th  St.  Sin  Francisco,  (415)  821-3477 
Monday- Saturday  9  am-9  pm,  Sunday  9  am-8  pm 

Bring  this  coupon  in  for 
$5.00  off  any  purchase  of  $25.00  or  more.  Of 

One  coupon  per  customer  (expires  Nov.  30,  2007) 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


by: 


deanna  glory 


garden  design 


oy  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.  glory  design  .com 


grassroots 

interior  design  studio 


space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


iLMOST  INSTANT  Ih/TGRItftS 

Relax  in  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events 

1199  Sanchez  Street 
(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco 
(415)  695-2710 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 


«Vblvi*lg  he 

%  J  r  „  ,**«?•*' 

Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/-tgrosen/rosenhome.html 


SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 


415-255-4576 


"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 
Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 


"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


ROBERTSON 


Richard 

Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94114 

PHONE  415.596.7346 
fax  415.647.1389 


sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 


Susan  Frankel,  LMFT 

Psychotherapy/Parent  Coaching 

License  MFC23930 

415/282-5242 

susanfrankel@sbcglobal.net 

“Practical  Solutions  to 
Everyday  Parenting 
Dilemmas” 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 
(415)  406-6141 

WARRANTY  FOR  WORKMANSHIP 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  C.D.H.S.  Lead  Certified 
See  us  at  eddiespainting.com 

CA  Lie.  #732759 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
.  editor@noevalleyyoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  requires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labonand/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  co nt racto r’s'sta- 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321-2752: 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors  ■ 
State  License  Board. 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


415*920*1956 

sew@sfseamstress.com 

Drapery*  Pillows*Shades 
Bedding*  Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

for  your  Home 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 

LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 


Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office: 

(415)  641-4740 


Service, 
Repairs, 
Small  Jobs 


3850  24th  $t.  San  Francisco,  (41$)  821-3477 
Monday-Saturday  9  am-9  pm,  Sunday  9  am-8  pm 

Bring  this  coupon  In  for 
$5.00  off  any  purchase  of  $25.00  or  more,  oq: 

One  coupon  per  customer  (expires  December  31,  2007) 


Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 


75  Minutes 
$80 

For  More  Info 
415.845.0678 


HappyGrout  CALlc 

Grout  “Beautifully”  Restored 
Franco  R.  Lucchesi 

Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 
Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal 
Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair 
Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors 
Residential  &  Commercial 
All  Work  Guaranteed! 


415-806-2746 

www.HappyGrout.com 

franco@HappyGrout.com 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups/Upgrades 


^  (415)  821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR  •  LCS  15026 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 

Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
Alycia@FixRedesign.com 
www.fixredesign.com 
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Neighborhood  Services 
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Morrow 
Construction 

Specializing  in 
Wood  Fences 

License  No.  343633 

Tom  Morrow  (650)  994-6892 


Q  Painting  Inc. 

O 

QPAINT.COM 

4i5.4i2.l642 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 
JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune -Ups /Upgrades 

(415) 821-1792 


PaRadigm 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 
Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 
Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  compariies 


PEACHES 

TAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


BROOKLINE  ARIES 

ELECTRIC  CO. 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Full  and  Prompt  Service 


|  BROC 

k 


(415)  239-5393 
SMALL  JOBS  WELCOME 

Prompt  Service  Today.  Lic.#273651  Since  1972 
Reference  Ph.#s  &  Insurance  Provided 
Very  Reasonable  Prices  are  Standard 
121  Santa  Rosa  Ave.,  SF  Resident  39  Years 
BrooklineElectric.com  for  sample  bids,  etc. 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years 
REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueStar  Rated 

Call  Mike  ( Noe  Valley  Resident ) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 

State  License  626953 


JAX  HOME  CARE 

BETTER  CLEANING  FOR  FINER  LIVING... 

“GREEN”  PRODUCTS 
BONDED 
REFERENCES 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
CA  94114 


JAXHOMECARE@AOL.COM 

415-350-9060 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Qardens 

Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
creating  and  caring  for 
your  special  retreat  space. 

Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  mi 703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)  282' 16 12 


_  ROBERT'S 
W  QUALITY 
\  PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


PLUMBING  SINCE 


A  FL'LL 
SERVICE 
COMPANY 
Lie  n  21HHO 


1194 

www.brightplumbi  n^.cam 


MAJOR 

CREDIT 

CARDS 

\CCEPTED 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  •  Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient, of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and  bath¬ 
room  remodeling,  interior 
and  exterior  painting, 
plumbing,  electrical,  tiling, 
drywall,  stairs,  windows, 
doors,  decks  and  fences. 

www.hammerhouseconstruction.com 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION,  INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


1 7  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


MICY  WWS 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

Weekdays  9  -  5:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  Closed 


TiMf 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
415-282-5081- 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


SF  HAUL.com 

Junk  Removal  Service  &  Hauling 

415-424-1064 


Residential  dump  runs 
Tenant  cleanout 
Yard  cleanup 
Unwanted  appliance 
removal 


o 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

BY  OLIVIER  -  TEL:  415-786-4534 

20%  OFF  for  1ST  TIMERS! 
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Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion.  legal,  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good 'rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Housecleaning  Since  1979.  Some  original  clients. 
All  supplies,  HEPA  vacuum.  Errands,  pet  care  pos¬ 
sible.  Richard,  415-225-0389. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992, 

aww.bnnojazz.com. 

Two-Bedroom  ln-Law  Garden  Unit.  28th  and  Do¬ 
lores  streets.  Close  to  Mitchell’s,  Martha's.  Muni. 
Kids  welcome,  no  smokers.  Available  Dec.  16. 
$1950  (utilities  included).  282-3186. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40«  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you’d  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads.  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
or  email.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We're  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  March 
2008  issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley 
the  first  week  of  March.  The 
deadline  for  Class  Ads  is  Feb.  15. 
Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  displayed  for 
one  month  (or  two  in  the  case  of  the 
December  or  July  issues)  on  our  web 
site:  www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


CLASS  ADS 


Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane,  415- 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation,  Qigong. 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment,  10:15  a.m. 
Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays 
excluded).  Chris  Sequeira,  practicing  since  1973. 
650-756-6857:  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaich- 
isf.com. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods, 
and  meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres, 
trails,  all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night 
weekend,  $400.  Seven  nights,  $700;  additional 
nights  after  seven,  $90.  Discount  for  repeat  guests. 
415-647-3052.  Photos, 

http:l/home:earthlink.netl~springmount/. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons  tai¬ 
lored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory,  clas¬ 
sical  or  popular  repertoire.  Barbara  Banned,  415- 
648-1007. 

Whitmore  Carpentry/Design — 20+  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Great  references  remodel  expert.  Indoor,  out¬ 
door,  decks,  fences,  siding,  shearwall  moldings, 
wainscot,  you  name  it!  Jeffrey,  200-7642.  - 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
your  letters,  stories,  and  essays.  Email  editor@no- 
evalleyvoice.com  or  write  to  Noe  Valley  Voice.  1 02 1 
Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14.  Please  in¬ 
clude  name,  address,  and  phone.  Include  SASE  if 
you  need  materials  returned. 

Event  Space  Available.  Noe  Valley  Ministry  has  a 
variety  of  rooms  available  for  your  special  event. 
Children  and  adult  parties.  Enclosed  playground, 
smaller  rooms  for  meetings.  Kitchen  access!  Call 
Marshall  for  information  at  282-2317. 

Host  Japanese,  French  Visitors  for  One  Week. 

Provide  room,  meals,  15  hours  of  English  tutoring. 
$500  compensation.  Need  college  degree,  half  day 
free.  Information:  lwmeholiday@yahoo.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique -and 
modern  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416.  - 

Transform  Your  Jungle  into  a  Paradise.  Twenty- 
two  years  in  Noe  Valley.  Pruning,  cleanups,  main¬ 
tenance,  lawns,  flagstone  patios,  irrigation,  planti¬ 
ng.  Call  Jorge  at  415-826-7840  for  free  estimates. 
Remember,  this  is  pruning  time. 

I  Can  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  shopping, 
errands.  10+  years  of  experience  with  great  refer¬ 
ences.  $25  per  hour  first  two  trips;  $20  an  hour  there¬ 
after  (two-hour  minimum).  Bill:  415-826-3613. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time's  better 
spent!  www.mvstudvbuddy.org.  Jane  Radcliffe.415- 
586-4577. 


Wallpaper  Installation  and  Painting.  Welcome  to 
Susan  Arce  Wallpaper  Installation,  Removal,  and 
Painting.  Services  include  paper-hanging,  wall¬ 
paper  stripping,  wallpaper  repairs,  painting,  and 
wall-surface  repair.  Experience  with  popular  wall 
coverings  including  residential  and  commercial 
wallpaper,  murals,  photomurals,  grasscloth,  and 
custom  wall  coverings.  More  than  15  years  of  ex¬ 
perience.  Contact  me  for  your  wallpaper  and  paint¬ 
ing  needs.  415-821-2445. 

Repairs  with  a  Woman’s  Touch.  Handywoman 
Julie  will  repair  those  inside  and  outside  problems 
you  aren't  getting  to  and  wish  you  could.  Get  reli¬ 
able,  friendly,  and  creative  help  now.  Picture-hang¬ 
ing.  window  repairs,  lock  replacement,  door  ad¬ 
justments,  furniture  assembly,  baby-proofing,  minor 
plumbing,  and  electrical.  Call  Julie  Panger,  Repairs 
with  a  Woman's  Touch.  415-51 7-40 1 3. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1-1117. 

Dogilicious  Walks  and  Petsitting.  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident  offers  daily  beach  and  park  excursions  for 
lucky  dogs.  Call  or  email  Nancy  at  415-710-3195; 
dogiliciouswalks@hotmail.com.  Web  site: 
www.dogiliciouswalks.conv.  blog:  http:llblog.dogi- 
liciouswalks.com. 


Professional  Massage  Therapy.  Swedish,  deep 
tissue,  sports,  energy  clearing.  $60  hour.  $95  out- 
call.  415-404-1772.  Mrs.  Yuen,  gifted  healer. 

The  ‘I  Don’t  Know  How  to  Cook’  Class  in  Noe 
Valley.  For  those  who  know  nothing  about  cooking 
or  want  to  learn  more — let  the  “Food  Wiz”  take  the 
mystery  out  of  food  preparation.  Leam  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  tasty  meal  in  a  comfortable  setting.  The  Wiz 
brings  experience,  patience,  and  humor  to  the 
kitchen.  Foodwiz@sbcglobal.net.  On  the  Web.  use 
Google  to  f\nA  foodwizsf.com. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  I  do  housecalls.  Mark,  282-8244; 
www.kennedymusicstudio.com. 

Vacation  Room  Rental.  Upper  Noe  Valley.  Clean, 
comfortable,  safe.  Ideal  for  visiting  family.  415- 
.  821-4890.  Sue  or  emarsh5108@aol.com. 

Psychotherapy  for  Individuals,  Couples,  and 

families.  Explore  relationships,  personal  growth, 
transitions,  creativity,  and  spirituality  in  a  safe,  sup¬ 
portive  environment.  24th  at  Castro.  Dean  Abram¬ 
son,  MFT,  415-267-4848. 


Home  Repairs,  Detail.  Experience  counts  for 
finishing  off  all  the  little  devils  of  detail  preventing 
closure  in  your  domicile  upgrades.  Call  on  me  for 
applying  all  handyman  skills  to  effect  improvement. 
Plaster/paint  a  specialty.  786-4534. 

Garden  Design  and  Care.  Consultation,  design,  in¬ 
stallation,  and  advice.  We  can  help  you  transform 
your  outdoor  space  into  a  respite  from  the  busy 
world.  Large-scale  makeovers  or  smaller,  site- 
specific  vignettes.  Hardscaping  and  greenscaping 
for  streetside  or  the  back  yard.  Fourteen  years  of 
experience,  many  Noe  Valley  references.  Kevin, 
77 5-2246.  Shiningwillow@hotmail.com. 


Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates' 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Adriano’s  Hauling:  We  love  cleaning  your  garage, 
basement,  patio,  and  yard!  Need  space?  We  will  or¬ 
ganize  it  for  you!  We  are  your  friendly  junk  disposal 
guys.  We  dispose  of  appliances,  furniture,  con¬ 
struction  debris,  yard  debris,  and  much  more.  Call 
us!  Nine  years  in  the  Noe  Valley  area.  Call  Adriano, 
415-990-4062. 

Guitar  and  Voice  Lessons  with  fun,  experienced 
teacher.  In  your  home  or  my  studio.  Rock,  blues, 
country,  finger-style,  slide.  All  levels  welcome,  rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  Call  Chris  at  415-606-9248. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel,  PowerPoint,  and  Internet  by  a  very  patient  com¬ 
munity  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  one  and  a  half 
hours  for  $45.  820-1670;  cfebcom@gmaii.com. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  415-970-8177. 

www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Noe  Valley  Dog-Friendly  Short-Term  Rental. 

One  bedroom,  one  bath,  deck,  private  entrance.  For 
more  information  go  to  www.noenook.com  or  call 
415-695-7924. 

Prabha  Milstein,  Licensed  Marriage  and  Family 
Therapist,  MFC  44579,  is  now  in  private  practice. 
Saturday  office  hours  available.  Office  located  at 
1 304C  Castro  Street  on  the  comer  of  Castro  and 
24th  streets  in  San  Francisco.  415-200-8093.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  children  and  families.  For  many  years  I 
was  a  teacher  of  school-age  children.  More  recent¬ 
ly,  I  have  served  as  a  child  and  family  therapist 
specifically  working  with  children  exhibiting  be¬ 
havior  problems  in  the  classroom. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Closets?  As  featured 
on  HGTV,  NPR,  and  in  the  Chronicle,  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  install  clos¬ 
ets,  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy 
lives.  Home/office/packing/closets  and  more.  415- 
550-0658,  www.shipshape.com. 

Fine  Art  Portraits.  Oil  or  pastel.  People  or  pets. 
Muriel.  415-695-1939,  kmustard@mac.com. 


GET  SOMETHING  FUN 
FOR  YOUR  FUNNY  VALENTINE, 
AT  MABEL  CHONG. 


Upper 

Noe 

A  Memoir 

By  Daniel  Hallford 


Available  at  local  bookstores 

or  from 

Amazon.com 

and  Barnesandnoble.com 
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CLASS  ADS 


Saagan  Moving  and  Storage  full-service  storage 
special:  One  man,  $99  for  two  hours.  We  pick  it  up, 
help  you  load  it,  and  take  it  away.  No  boxes  over  50 
pounds.  Heavy  or  large  items  require  two  men  for 
an  additional  $99. 7x7x5-foot  containers  for  $65  per 
month.  One  month  free  with  one-year  commitment 
within  San  Francisco.  Call  415-822-7200. 

Retail  Gift  Shop,  Mission  District.  Ten  years  in 
business.  Asking  $39,500,  inventory  included.  400 
square  feet.  Owner  is  taking  early  “health”  retire¬ 
ment.  415-931-9846. 

Q  Painting  and  Waterproofing  offers  full-spec¬ 
trum  painting  services,  ranging  from  low-cost  main¬ 
tenance  of  rental  properties  to  high-quality,  detail- 
oriented  jobs.  Bonded  and  insured.  License 
#866791.  Call  Kristof  at  415-412-1642  for  a  free 
painting  consultation  or  visit  us  at  www.qpaint.com. 

Picture  Framing— Affordable  Framing— 50  to 

70  percent  less  than  anyone  in  the  city.  Bernal 
Heights.  Phone  for  price  at  550-9248.  Douglas  El¬ 
liott.  Museum  standard  framing. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 

Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  space  with  pri¬ 
vate  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite  TV, 
phone,  Internet.  Lovely  garden/patio.  Reasonable 
rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677;  doloresstudio@ 
yahoo.com. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  fix  problems! 
25  years  of  industry  experience.  Software  or  hard¬ 
ware  consulting;  set  up  a  wireless  network  for  you. 
Can  work  with  individuals,  small/medium  busi¬ 
nesses,  or  professionals.  Patience  with  non-techni- 
cal  folks  is  a  specialty.  Rob.  244-3305.  At  your  ser¬ 
vice!  www.SFComputech.com. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it's  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking,  tall  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing,  sheetrock,  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Cleaning  Professional  with  22  Years  of  experi¬ 
ence.  Apartments,  homes,  or  offices.  Roger  Miller, 
415-664-0513. 

Got  Pines?  Winter  is  the  time  to  prune  your  pine 
trees.  It's  also  time  to  prune  most  fruit  trees.  Com¬ 
plete  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA  Certified  Ar¬ 
borist.  Beautiful  work  and  expert  care.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Licensed  and  insured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at 
415-882-1109:  email  treepro@comcast.net.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  #829012. 


Acupuncture  House  Calls.  Experienced  licensed 
acupuncturist  will  travel  anywhere  in  San  Francisco. 
Benefit  from  acupuncture  in  your  own  home  or  of¬ 
fice.  CallTo  the  Point  Acupuncture  at  4 1 5-550-6923. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  “Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  and  breakfast 
choices.  Private  entrance  (no  steps),  bath,  cable. 
Twentieth  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497; 
J imDiDL@aol.com ;  www. vacationrentals.com/va- 
cation-rentals/ 10961  .html. 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough,  re¬ 
liable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 


Beautiful  Garden  Fiat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  fiat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained,  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfrancisco-victorian.com,  or  email 
Wotan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 

Vacation  Rental  in  Noe  Valley  Home. 

Peppertreeplacesf.com. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation,  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama,  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  to  $15  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1 1 17. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guv:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL,  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to 
life!' Remodel  planning.  Separate  jacks  for  room¬ 
mates.  On-time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe 
Valley  resident.  Email  Charlie@sfphoneguv.co'm. 
Call  641-8410. 

Waxing  *  Facial  *  Body  Scrub.  Dermalogica  skin 
care.  415-404-1772. 

Stereo  Repair  and  Home  Theater  Installation. 

Gene's  Sound  Service  offers  on-site  stereo  repair: 
audio,  video,  and  home  theater  setups:  and  system 
troubleshooting.  Are  your  equipment  wires  all  a- 
jumble?  Is  your  system  difficult  to  use?  1  can  hook 
it  all  up  in  the  best  possible  way  and  write  you  clear 
instructions.  "Gene's  honest  and  knows  his  stuff," 
says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Gene's  Sound  Service.  415- 
377-1258. 

Spinning  Web  Gardening  Service.  Garden  main¬ 
tenance,  pruning,  design.  Garden  renovation  a 
specialty.  Call  415-517-6289. 


Painting — Two  Experienced  Freelance  Painters 

need  more  work.  Less  overhead  means  less  cost  to 
you.  Free  estimate.  A1  and  Billy,  415-806-6322. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree¬ 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  or  too  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581; 
http:llwww.shapeoftheearth.com. 

SFHaul:  Junk  Removal  Service.  Construction  de¬ 
bris,  yard  waste,  unwanted  appliances,  etc.  Fast, 
professional,  responsible  construction  team.  We  use 
sanitary  landfills  and  donate  or  recycle  when, possi¬ 
ble.  Imagine  it  gone!  Call  for  a  price  quote:  415- 
424-1064  or  visit  us  at  www.sfhaul.com. 

Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with  in¬ 
tegrity,  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  transi¬ 
tions,  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing, 
EMDR,  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  a  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  license  #MFT1925I.  415- 
282-8930. 

Furniture  Repair.  Refinish,  upholstery,  reproduc¬ 
tion.  Call  415-587-3416  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
www.renarest.com. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Lucy,  415-282-3676. 


Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  22nd  and  Guerrero  streets  location.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  rock,  pop,  and  folk.  Leant  the  songs  you 
want  to  play!  Acoustic  guitar,  electric  guitar,  and 
bass  lessons  for  adults  and  teenagers.  Contact  jmma- 
han@earthlink.com  or  648-8892  for  information 
and  referrals.  MIT  and  SF  Conservatory  alumni. 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  stories, 
poems,  and  essays  for  possible  publication.  We  are 
particularly  interested  in  fiction  and  creative  non¬ 
fiction  for  the  Last  Page.  Last  Page  submissions 
should  be  fewer  than  1,500  words.  You  may  email 
to  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manu¬ 
scripts  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Please  include  your 
name,  address,  and  phone  number,  and  an  SASE  if 
you  would  like  your  manuscript  returned. 


Buddhist  Psychology  Over  Six  Friday  Evenings 

beginning  Feb.  1 .  This  spring,  we  are  hosting  a  se¬ 
ries  called  “Working  with  Difficult  Emotions"  in 
Buddhist  psychology  and  practical  tools  for  work¬ 
ing  with  your  mind.  The  series  runs  from  Feb.  1 
through  March  7,  and  features  an  interesting  array 
of  speakers,  including  several  Buddhist  psycholo¬ 
gists  every  Friday  evening  from  7  to  8:30  p.m.  We 
also  offer  weekly  meditation  instruction  and  many 
classes  each  week  on  a  full  range  of  Buddha’s  teach¬ 
ings  and  how  to  apply  them  to  your  life.  Tse  Chen 
Ling  is  located  at  399  Webster  Street  at  Oak  Street 
in  San  Francisco.  The  Buddhist  Bookcafe  has  a 
great  selection  of  Tibetan  Buddhist  books  and  a 
monthly  book  group.  Find  out  what's  happening  this 
week  on  our  web  site  at  www.tsechenling.org  or  call 
415-621-4215. 


A  Creative,  Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 


DISCOUNT 

CARDS 

NOW  AVAILABLE! 


«  Jkubu  obicct  cib  oduonez 

415-621-6642 

www.imagUmit.com 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 
Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


finger  %are(s 


Catt 415-297-4492 


or  25oe@aot.com 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 

www.hidden-cottage.com 
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by  Alexis  E.  Fajardo 


Just  For  Fun 

S V  rfFSni&SdeelotitMefr 


3982  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.285.4068  www.justforfun.invitations.com 


3961  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.695.0506  www.artsakesf.com 


Paxton  Gate 

EXCEPTIONAL  GARDENS 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

Experts  at  all  outdoor  construction: 

•  Fine  Carpentry 

-  Decks,  arbors,  gazebos,  furniture  &  more 

-  Custom  bot-tub  structures 

•  Stonework  &  Masonry 

-  Walls,  patios  and  fountains 

•  Permanent  Barbeque  Islands 
&  Outd  oor  Kitchens 

•  Garden  Maintenance 
&  Arborist  Services 

•  Irrigation  &  Lighting 

Visit  our  showroom  and 
retail  store  at  824  Valencia  St., 
log  on  to  PaxtonGate.com ,  or 
call  us  at  415-824-1872. 

Fully  insured  «nd  licensed  (#8258751 


/Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 


Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


STILL  the 
BEST  (rome  shop 
in  Son  Froncisto. 


Anniversary 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 

20lhSt 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 


-Howard  St. 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20 th  St.  Tel:  41 5  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  ,h  St.  Tel:  41 5  558-9901 
www.backtothepicture.com 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


O  Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 

O  Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 

O  Gift  certificates  available. 

1  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule). 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Weather  Retort 


By  Mazook 

WHOLE  LATTE  CLIMATE  GOIN’  ON: 
The  New  Year  blew  into  Noe  Valley  on 
Jan.  3,  when  three  storm  systems  de¬ 
scended  upon  us  bearing  gale-force  winds 
from  the  Gulf  of  Alaska.  Trees  fell,  pow¬ 
er  lines  snapped,  and  sewers  flooded. 
Teeth  and  nerves  rattled  in  the  Valley,  and 
the  blips  spiked  on  the  Rumors  radar. 

Evidently,  the  uprooted  tree  that  fell 
across  the  intersection  of  Sanchez  and 
Jersey  (the  bottom  of  the  trunk  is  still 
there)  made  national  news — relatives 
from  Santa  Barbara  called  to  ask  if  it  had 
toppled  near  a  certain  reporter’s  home. 
Some  households  in  Noe  Valley  were  sin¬ 
gled  out  for  special  punishment  and  lost 
electricity  for  days.  Let’s  hope  no  novels 
were  lost.  (Back  up  that  computer  now.) 

During  the  minihurricane  the  morning 
of  Friday,  Jan.  4,  Downtown  Noe  Valley 
was  deserted,  with  only  the  occasional 
pedestrian  braving  the  elements  to  scam¬ 
per  across  24th  Street  to  Bell.  The  next 
day,  many  locals  went  through  a  double¬ 
shot  of  anxiety  when  they  saw  that  the  lo¬ 
cal  Starbucks  was  among  the  stores 
closed  due  to  lack  of  power.  When  the 
place  stayed  dark  through  the  weekend 
and  into  Tuesday,  jittery  patrons  and 
neighborhood  denizens  began  to  specu¬ 
late  that  the  chain  was  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  24th  Street  Tully’s,  which 
grinded  to  a  halt  last  fall.  (Don’t  worry — 
“local  girl”  Bernadette  Melvin  took  over 


the  Tully’s  site  and  is  keeping  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  full  of  beans.)  People  also  start¬ 
ing  getting  frothy  because  Starbucks  Cor¬ 
porate  announced  the  same  stormy  week 
that  it  would  replace  its  chief  executive 
and  restructure  the  company  due  to  Com¬ 
petition  with  McDonald’s  new  McCafes. 

Well,  all  the  excitement  died  down 
when  the  24th  Street  Starbucks  reopened 
quietly  at  5:30  a.m.  Wednesday,  Jan.  9.  The 
explanation  from  a  barista:  "The  power 
was  knocked  out.  That’s  all  I  can  tell  you.” 

®  ®  a 

THE  GRASS  IS  GREENER:  After  the 
storms,  a  calm  fell  over  our  vale,  and  the 
first  glimpse  of  sunshine  drew  everyone 
outdoors.  It  wasn't  long  before  families 
with  little  ones  discovered  that  Rec  and 
Park  had  removed  the  construction  fences 
and  opened  the  gates  at  the  newly  built 
children’s  playground  at  Noe  Courts  park 
at  Douglass  and  24th  streets.  It  was  kin- 
da  like,  “If  you  build  it,  they  will  come.” 

“We  all  were  happy  that  the  playground 
unceremoniously  opened  [on  Jan.  11], 
and  a  lot  of  families  showed  up  as  the 
news  spread,”  said  Laura  Norman,  one  of 
the  most  loyal  and  active  Friends  of  Noe 
Courts  Playground.  “They  expanded  the 
size  of  the  play  area,  built  ramps  for 
wheelchairs  and  strollers',  and  put  in  some 
nice  picnic  tables.  There’s  a  rubberized 
surface,  a  sandbox  with  a  fence  around  it 
for  toddler  safety,  and  they  installed  play 
structures  for  a  wider  range  of  ages.” 

The  Rec  and  Park  budget  for  the  ex¬ 
pansion  came  to  $452,000,  and  Norman 
reports  that  FNCP  has  collected  about 
$20,000  through  its  fundraising  events. 
(For  more  info,  contact  the  group  at  noe- 
courts@gmail.com.) 

To  celebrate  the  park’s  reopening, 
FNCP  and  Rec  and  Park  are  planning  a 
Valentine’s  and  Lunar  New  Year  Party, 
with  a  short  playground  dedication,  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  9,  at  1 1  a.m.  According  to 


Rec  and  Park  spokesperson  Rose  Dennis, 
there  will  be  three  crafts  tables  where 
everyone  can  make  valentines. 

And  District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 
has  confirmed  he  will  attend,  especially 
so  he  can  thank  everybody  who  volun¬ 
teered  their  time,  energy,  and  money  to 
make  the  playground  a  reality. 

In  other  park  news,  we  should  thank 
San  Francisco  Beautiful  for  the  grant  that 
put  a  brand-new  drinking  fountain  for  hu¬ 
mans  and  dogs  in  Upper  Douglass  Park. 

SSS 

UPPER  NOE’S  TOP  REMODEL:  Prog¬ 
ress  on  the  renovation  of  Upper  Noe  Rec 
Center  at  Day  and  Sanchez  has  been, 
stalled  for  the  past  two  months  because 
of  those  dern  Alaska  storms,  among  oth¬ 
er  things,  and  it’s  a  big  topic  of  discussion 
at  Upper  Noe  Neighbors  meetings. 

Reports  UNN  chief  Vicki  Rosen,  the 
March  2008  opening  date  anticipated  by 
Rec  and  Park  has  been  pushed  back  a 
month  or  two.  Alex  Randolph,  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services, 
informed  Rosen  that  “there  have  been 
some  unexpected  issues  that  surfaced  with 
this  project,  which  include  the  H  VAC  sys¬ 
tem,  rotten  roof  beams,  rain  delays,  and 
additional  work  on  the  Dog  Play  Area.” 
And  that  was  in  December,  pre-hurricane. 

Randolph  assured  everyone  that  while 
weather  had  stalled  the  exterior  work, 
there  was  a  lot  of  work  under  way  on  in¬ 
terior  areas  of  the  building  that  could  not 
be  easily  seen  by  the  neighbors,  in  the 
gymnasium,  auditorium,  kitchen,  and  re¬ 
strooms. 

Rose  Dennis  of  Rec  and  Park  says  her 
best  estimate  of  when  the  gates  to  the  new 
Noe  Valley  Recreation  Center  will  open 
is  May.  But  I’m  thinkin’  maybe  June. 

The  budget  on  this  whole  project,  by 
the  way,  is  a  not-too-shabby  $10.5  mil¬ 
lion,  according  to  Rec  and  Park  reports. 

The  community  group  Friends  of  Noe 


Valley  Recreation  Center  is  planning  a  big 
party  to  celebrate  the  reopening,  when¬ 
ever  it  actually  occurs.  The  members  also 
are  raising  funds  for  amenities  not  in  the 
Rec  and  Park  budget,  like  a  sound  system, 
movie  screen,  and  piano  for  the  stage  area 
in  the  auditorium,  and  play  structures  and 
toys  for  the  tiny-tots  area.  Check  out  their 
web  site  at  noevalleyreccenter.com. 

a  a  a  » 

WE  GOT  MILK:  Downtown  Eureka 
Valley,  a.k.a.  the  Castro,  has  undergone  a 
Hollywood  retro  makeover  for  Milk,  a 
film  about  the  life  of  gay  pioneer  Harvey 
Milk,  the  city  supervisor  killed  along  with 
Mayor  George  Moscone  30  years  ago 
next  November. 

A  trip  over  the  hill  will  send  you  back 
in  time.  Castro  Street  from  1 8th  to  Mar¬ 
ket  has  been  transformed  into  the  way  it 
looked  in  1977,  when  Milk  was  elected 
to  the  Board  in  the  city’s  first  election  by 
district.  (Noe  Valley  was  part  of  Milk’s 
constituency;  Harvey  even  wrote  a  few 
columns  for  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.) 

The  Castro  Theatre  has  been  painted  to 
look  like  it  did  back  then,  and  it  looks 
marvelous.  Milk’s  camera  shop  (Castro 
Camera,  at  575  Castro)  has  been  reincar¬ 
nated,  and  the  gollywooders  have  even 
recreated  some  esoteric  icons,  like  Dou¬ 
ble  Rainbow’s  first  ice  cream  shop,  three 
doors  up  from  the  theater.  It  is  cool  see¬ 
ing  all  the  vintage  ’70s  cars,  taxis,  and  po¬ 
lice  squad  cars. 

The  film  is  being  produced  by  Acade¬ 
my  Award  winners  Dan  Jinks  and  Bruce 
Cohen  (American  Beauty)  and  will  star 
Sean  Penn  as  Harvey  Milk.  The  cast  also 
includes  Emile  Hirsch,  Josh  Brolin, 
Diego  Luna,  and  Victor  Garber. 

According  to  the  production  compa¬ 
ny’s  spokesperson,  James  Ferrera,  movie 
director  Gus  Van  Sant  will  be  filming  in 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

-¥■  Broiled  Salmon  Buhritds  ¥  Delicious  Chicken  Mole-¥- 
W ONDERFUL  Enchiladas  •¥•  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  * 
Cactus  Burrhus  -¥■  Fantastic  Grilled  Quesadillas  v 
•¥■  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  -¥■ 

Great  Tacos  -¥■  Variety  of  Vecetarian  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales 

G/ec/i  //y  Out-  yCc/tam  — 

t/ie  Sfirst  eW/ne/f 

^  Great  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  ¥  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24™  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-04 77 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

Auto  Repair  Center 

(41 5)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  +  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/DoorsA/andalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  941 1 0 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


State  of  California 

LICENSED 

0. 
INSPECTION  8i 
REPAIR  STATION 


SHIELD 


AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCEULBNCE 


I 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
"Test-Only"  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 


($60  Value) 

BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION 


OIL  CHANGE 
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The  official  dedication  of  Noe  Courts  on  24th  Street  will  be  Feb.  9,  but  kids  and  families  couldn’t  resist 
when  the  park’s  new  swings  and  slides  were  unveiled  in  mid-January.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


RUMORS 


CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

the  Castro  through  the  first  week  of  Feb¬ 
ruary.  On  Feb.  4,  plans  are  to  stage  the 
“Milk  March"  on  Castro,  starting  north  of 
18th  Street.  The  call  was  put  out  for  ex¬ 
tras  to  show  up  in  their  ’70s  garb,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ferrera,  “the  response  has  been 
overwhelming.” 

The  world  premiere  of  Milk  will  no 
doubt  be  at  the  Castro  Theatre,  which  de¬ 
serves  a  red  carpet  event  after  such  a  great 
facelift. 

sss 

HOT  CHOCOLATE:  The  world  pre¬ 
miere  of  In  Search  of  the  Heart  of  Choco¬ 
late  is  set  for  6:30  p.m.  Feb.  12  at  De- 
lancey  Street  (600  Embarcadero).  Bay 
Area  filmmaker  Sarah  Feinbloom  ( What 
Do  You  Believe?)  set  her  creation  partly 
in  Downtown  Noe  Valley,  and  the  film 
features  many  locals. 

The  24-minute  “chocumentary,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Feinbloom,  follows  her  as  she 
searches  for  the  origins  of  her  chocolate 
obsession,  interviewing  chocolate  enthu¬ 
siasts  along  the  way.  Appearing  in  the 
film  are  Jack  Epstein,  owner  of  Choco¬ 
late  Covered  on  24th  Street,  and  a  few  of 
his  regular  customers:  Richard  Anderson, 
Suzanne  McKee,  and  Arielle  Singer. 
Chocolate  Covered,  as  you  other  choco¬ 
late  aficionados  know,  opened  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  14  years  ago. 

“We  did  our  interviews  right  on  24th 
Street,”  says  Feinbloom,  “which  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  place  where  you  can  still  find  a  lot  of 
mom-and-pop  kind  of  unique  stores  that 
are  run  by  interesting  folks  like  Jack." 

The  screenings  (first  one  at  6:30  and  a 
second  at  7:30)  will  be  followed  by  a 
“chocolate  reception”  catered  by  Charles 


Chocolates  from  the  East  Bay  and  our 
own  Noe  Valley  Bakery,  famous  for  its 
chocolate  croissants. 

Tickets  for  the  event  ( $  10  each)  can  be 
obtained  via  info@chocumentary.com, 
along  with  a  DVD  of  the  short  for  $  1 9.99. 

“Eve  not  seen  the  film  yet,”  says  Ep¬ 
stein,  “but  it  should  be  fun.  It  comes  right 
in  time  for  a  busy  day  around  here,  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day.” 

Chocolate  Covered  was  also  one  of  the 
recommended  places  to  visit  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  issue  of  AAA’s  travel  magazine  Via, 
which  did  a  piece  on  24th  Street  from 
Potrero  to  Douglass.  Other  locals  men¬ 
tioned  were  Martha’s  Coffee,  24th  Street 
Cheese,  Noe  Valley  Bakery,  Hamano 
Sushi,  Lovejoy ’s  Tea  Room,  the  S.F.  Mys¬ 
tery  Bookstore,  Good  News,  Gallery  of 
Jewels,  Qoio,  Bliss  Bar,  and  Firefly. 

S  ©  © 

SHORT  SHRIFTS:  Vendima,  the  vintage 
clothing  store,  is  closing  its  doors  at  the 
corner  of  24th  and  Castro  after  a  two-year 
run.  “We  are  going  online  now,  and  into 
Internet  sales,”  says  owner  Graciela  Ron- 
coni.  who  formerly  operated  Guys  and 
Dolls  (down  24th  below  Church)  for  11 
years.  Ronconi  wishes  to  thank  all  her 
Noe  Valley  customers  for  their  loyalty  and 
friendship  over  the  years. 

The  fate  of  the  “Blue  Church”  on  the 
corner  of  28th  and  Church  should,  by  the 
time  this  paper  hits  the  streets,  be  in  the 
hands  of  a  jury  in  San  Francisco  Superi¬ 
or  Court.  If  the  developer  wins  his  civil 
case,  there  will  be  a  long:awaited  cele¬ 
bration  and  a  knockdown  of  the  building 
with  a  wrecking  ball. 

Neighbors  around  Noe  Valley  have 
been  notified  by  PG&E  that  rather  large- 
"electronics  cabinets  with  power  panels” 
are  planned  for  22nd  Street  near  Noe, 
Douglass  near  22nd,  Diamond  near  Al¬ 
varado,  Castro  near  22nd,  and  Church 
near  24th.  These  boxes  will  provide  dig¬ 


ital  services  (via  fiber  optics)  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  but  might  be  considered  un¬ 
sightly  (or  worse).  The  utility  is  asking  for 
a  neighborhood  response,  so  speak  up. 

a  ©  a 

THE  BARBER  OF  NOE  VALLEY:  There’s 
only  one  barber  in  the  neighborhood, 
Stephanie  Smith,  now  that  her  father, 
Mike  Skoufas,  retired  last  month.  Sko- 
ufas  had  been  shaving  and  trimming  Noe 
Valleyans  since  1953. 

Skoufas  started  at  Martin’s  Barber 
Shop  (where  Tamasei  Sushi  is  now)  but 
has  occupied  a  string  of  locations  in  the 
Valley.  In  1977,  when  his  shop  used  to  be 
where  the  back  of  Pasta  Pomodoro’s  din¬ 
ing  room  is  now,  he  was  joined  by  his 
daughter.  Most  recently,  Skoufas  was 
working  part-time  at  Of  Barbers  and 
Bears,  which  was  opened  by  Stephanie  in 
2003  on  24th  Street  above  Castro. 


“My  daughter  is  the  only  licensed  bar¬ 
ber  left  in  Noe  Valley,”  claims  Skoufas. 
“All  the  other  haircutters  have  cosmetol¬ 
ogy  licenses,  and  they  can  do  everything 
barbers  do  and  more,  except  shaving. 
When  a  barber  gets  a  cosmetologist  li¬ 
cense,  then  they  become  ‘hair  stylists.’” 

Skoufas,  who  is  78  years  young,  says 
he  is  spending  time  with  his  wife  Donna 
and  enjoying  babysitting  his  grandchildren. 

Smith  says  she  misses  having  her  dad 
in  the  next  chair.  She  is  looking  for  a  bar¬ 
ber  to  take  his  place,  “but  it  seems  that  ba¬ 
sic  barbers  are  hard  to  find  these  days.” 

a  a  a 

THE  LAST  WORD  before  I  go  is:  Vote. 
Remember  to  cast  your  primary  election 
ballot  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  5. 1  really  am  hop¬ 
ing  that  voter  turnout  in  Noe  Valley  will 
exceed  the  4 1  percent  who  showed  up  on 
Nov.  6,  2007.  That’s  30.  Ciao  for  now. 


pomodoro 


The  Grand  Prize  winner  will  win  a  trip  for  two, 
including  airfare  and  hotel,  to  Milan.  Plus 
$10,000!  We'll  also  award  several  monthly 
prizes,  beginning  with  a  dinner  party  for  10. 


Come  see  us  soon, 


Adriano  Paganini,  Owner  and  chef 


WIN  A  COOKING  LESSON  WITH 
CHEF  ADRIANO  AND  MAYBE 
ATRIP  TO  MILAN  AND  $10,000. 


Many  of  you  know  the  cuisine  of  Milan  that 
we  serve  at  Pasta  Pomodoro.  And  now,  some 
of  you  can  learn  to  make  my  favorite  dishes. 


In  a  two-hour  session  in  our  Pomodoro  kitchen, 
you  could  learn  how  to  choose  the  best 
ingredients,  learn  how  to  cook  our  risotto, 
or  how  to  make  frutti  di  mare  that  my  family 
would  be  proud  of. 


Just  pick  up  a  sweepstakes  entry  at  Pomodoro. 
In  fact,  every  time  you  visit,  we  will  give  you 
ten  entry  forms,  so  you  can  enter  ten  times. 
And,  in  April,  five  guests  from  each  restaurant 
will  win  a  group  cooking  lesson  with  me, 
Adriano. 


aat? 


NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY  TO  ENTER  OR  WIN.  A  PURCHASE  WILL  NOT  INCREASE  THE  INDIVIDUAL'S  CHANCE  TO  WIN.  The  "Taste  of  Milan"  Sweepstakes  is  open  to  individuals  who  are  age  18  or  older  as  of  Feb.  11, 2008  and  are  legal  U.S.  residents  of  the  state  of  California. 
Sweepstakes  begins  February  11, 2008  and  ends  April  30  2008. 
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Susan  Ring 
Office  Leader 

Janet  Larson 

Dennis  Otto  Ivan  Leung 

Tim  Johnson 

Opera  Plaza 

Doris  Wong 


Victor  Borelli 
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Herb  Alston 


Tom  Carlson 


Gina  Nibbi 


presents  the  following  properties 


4135  23rd  Street  $2,595,000  1673-1675  Page  Street  $1,250,000  133  Ellert  Street  $575,000  1049  Dolores  Street  #3 

Stunning  3-story  renovated  Edward-  Two  units,  upper  unit  2-level,  2  BR/1 .5  Remodeled  1  bedroom  /I  bath+  Sunny  top-floor  unit  with  lovely 
ian  w/  5BR  /  3.5BA,  chefs  kitchen,  BA  delivered  vacant.  Second  unit  den  condo,  open  floor  plan,  one  views  of  the  palms  of  Dolores  St. 


great  rm,  media  rm,  2  car  prk. 
www5usanRing.com  •  41 5.298.6577 


1  BR/1  BA,  potential  TIC.  One  car  gar. 
Dennis  Otto*  415.345.2570 


block  to  Cortland. 

Dennis  Otto*  415.345.2570 


Photos  at  www.1 049Dolores.com 
Tim  Johnson  •  41 5.71 0.9000 


www.pacumon.com  Christie’s 

SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  VALLEY  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  ALAMEDA  |  PALM  SPRINGS  GREAT  ESTATES 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


INTERNATIONAL 

|  PROPERTY 

AWARDS  2007 


AWARD 

WINNER 
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Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Custom  residential  architecture  and  design 

•  Kitchens  and  baths 

•  Lower  level  expansions 
•  Decks  and  stairs 

•  Full  house  remodels 

www.shoemakerarchitects.com 

415.648.1208 


CABRILLO 


PLUMBING 


HEAT  &  AIR 


PLUMBING 

HEATING 

AIR 

Quality  •  Experience  •  Honesty 
Service  Since  1961  1 1,-™* 


415.821.0560 

www.discovercabrillo.com 


Now  that  you're  considering  buying  a  home,  the  details  can 
be  overwhelming. 

Location?  Mortgages?  Escrow?  Inspections?  What  does  it 
all  mean? 


tin®  •■’is.jJiab* 

si® 


Let  us  help.  You're  invited  to  share  coffee,  get  your  questions 
answered  and  learn  from  two  of  Zephyr's  Top  Producing 
Agents. 

The  seminar  is  held  the  first  and  third  Saturday  of  every  month 
from  10:00  am  -  noon  and  now  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  evening  from  7:00  -  8:30  pm.  The  seminars  are 
held  at  Zephyr's  Noe  Valley  office  located  at  4040  24th  Street 
between  Castro  and  Noe.  For  more  information  call 
415-695-8805x281  orjustdroq  in. 


Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 


(415)652-8100 

www.jaksf.com 

Suzanne  Frank 

(415)640-9885 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


www.suzannefrank.com 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 


Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual 

•  Business  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing 


•  Tax  Planning  . 

•  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Out-of-State  Returns 


Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


Arc  Glass  •  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper  •  Tile 


\  resource  lor  penot 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 


RTISTIC 
.  LICENSE 


www.artisticlicense 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 


^KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KrafbMaid  corian®  granite  *  zodiacp 

Cabinetry  ^ 
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Meet  Marietta,  Kevin,  Miki  and  Kobe  Bernstein, 
Founders  of  Vavadog,  hip  gear  for  the  urban  pet. 

From  Chihuahuas  to  Great  Danes,  Marietta  and  Kevin's  trend¬ 
setting  doggie  duds  adorn  Hollywood  celebrities'  fur  kids  and 
other  canines  around  the  country.  From  catwalks  to  sidewalks, 
their  sensible  fashions  are  all  the  rage.  When  it  comes  to  design, 
these  entrepreneurs  have  a  keen  eye.  So,  when  it  came  to  the 
dog-eat-dog  world  of  San  Francisco  real  estate,  they  chose  a 
Zephyr  agent  who  fit  their  style  and  found  the  perfect  condo  . 
in  the  Haight  that  they  call  "Best  in  Show." 

Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 

Pacific  Heights  •  415.674.6500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.315.0105 
South  Beach/SOMA  •  415.905.0250 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Upper  Market/Castro  •  415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 


www.zephyrsf.com 


T 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
Email:  capa@lwme4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center,  1 00 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Professionals 

Contacts:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton,  248-0235 
Email:  bentonp@sprynel.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  C A  94131 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly:  mem-. 

bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart,  282-9360; 

Diane  McCamey,  824-0303;  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  82 1  -4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St„ 

San  Francisco,  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 


Meetings:  Call  for  information.  Note:  The 
annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Fairmount  Heights  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  Gregg  Brooks 
Email:  sflyric@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31059,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Email  for  details. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  415-285-3774 
Email:  emerr@earthlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Email  for  information. 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
Email:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953.  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  Email  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

Email:  rambooks@pacbell.net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevaliey.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  email  to  confirm),  at 

St.  Philip’s  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley  Recreation 
Center  and  Park 

Contact:  Alexandra  Torre 
Email:  noe _park@atorre.com 
Web  site:  www.noevalleyreccenter.com 
Meetings:  Email  or  check  web  site. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  192114, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Stroll:  Thursday  at  1 1  a.m., 
departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th  St. 

For  details,  visit  www.noestrolls.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-Community 
Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., , 
7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton,  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA94114 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 

kkdrew@yahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Donna  Davis,  647-2116,  or  Teresa 
Gay,  336-6304 

Email:  info@noevalIeymerchants.com ; 
register  at  www.noevalleymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Email  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  email  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
Email:  minaken@gmail.com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Maxine  Fasulis,  641-5536 
Email:  mfasulis@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
Email:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjdseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 

Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 

Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 

Email:  lori@tail-wagging.com 

Web  site:  www.tail-wagging-.com 

Meetings:  Email  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  30th  Street  Senior  Center,  225 
30th  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


^ #1111 

Living  Trusts 

"  •  Wills 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Probate 
Specialty  Trusts 


(415)  641-8687 


Robert  T.  Roddick 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
www.NoeValleyLaw.com 
1330  Castro  at  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $35  for  3  courses 
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The  Valentine  Lovers’  Hike 

$  BY  JEANNE  HALPERN  <$> 


iC"¥"  TT  ey,  Louis,”  called  Bob  Muller  to  the 
J""  1  man  sitting  on  the  log.  “What  are  you 

JL  .A.  doing  there?” 

Though  I  was  walking  up  front  with  Bob,  the 
hike  leader,  I  hadn’t  noticed  ,  the  tall  man  with  the 
yellow  bandana  around  his  neck.  He  shouted  back 
to  Bob:  “Just  waiting  for  you,  hoping  you’d  take  this 
trail  back.  I  got  to  the  Alpine  Club  too  late  to  start 
out  with  you.” 

“Hi,”  I  said,  offering  this  new  hiker  my  hand  to 
shake.  His  fingers  felt  cool  against  mine,  like  a  touch 
of  Redwood  Creek.  “Looks  like  you  picked  just  the 
right  spot  to  wait.  I’m  Jeanne  Halpern.” 

“Hmmm,”  he  hesitated  a  moment,  then  smiled. 
“Yes,  I’ve  heard  about  you.  You  lead  hikes  in  San 
Francisco,  right?  The  Movies  Hike  —  everybody 
talks  about  that  —  and  something  about  canyons... 
I’m  Louis  Prisco.” 

I  felt  flattered,  but  even  more,  a  sense  of  antici¬ 
pation.  Here’s  one  more  chance  to  reach  my  goal.  I’d 
come  on  this  annual  Sierra  Club  hike  leaders’  bash 
on  Mount  Tamalpais  hoping  to  get  advice  on 
Potrero  Hill,  which  I  had  to  cross  on  an  upcoming 
hike.  But  over  the  last  hour  and  a  half,  as  we  looped 
down  to  Muir  Woods  and  back  toward  the  Alpine 
Club,  I’d  asked  every  hike  leader  where  he  or  she  led 
hikes,  and  the  answer  was  always  Marin  or  the  East 
Bay.  But  do  I  have  another  goal  as  well ?  Since  I  moved 
to  San  Francisco  five  years  ago,  a  widow,  J’ve  met  every 
man  I  dated  on  a  Sierra  Club  hike. 

“And  where  do  you  lead  hikes?”  I  asked  Louis. 

“Oh,  mainly  Mount  Tam.  San  Bruno  Mountain, 
too.  Once  in  a  while  in  the  city.” 

“Where  in  the  city?”  ' 

“Different  places,’1  he  said.  “South  of  Market, 
Bernal  Heights,  Potrero  Hill...” 

“Jackpot!” 

He  looked  startled.  I  explained  that  I  wanted  to 
fill  a  hole  in  my  January  hike  in  the  South  of  Mar¬ 
ket  area.  Smiling  and  nodding,  he  offered  to  teach 
me  the  hill.  Maybe  Louis  has  a  goal for  this  outing,  too ? 

At  the  end  of  our  hike,  when  we  reached  the 
Alpine  Club,  we  sat  next  to  each  other  under  the  fall 
foliage  at  the  potluck  lunch.  A  recent  graduate  of 
Jenny  Craig,  I  nibbled  at  some  fruit  salad  and  a  piece 
of  barbequed  chicken  breast.  I  couldn’t  take  my  eyes 
off  Louis’  pyramid  of  potato  salad,  bean  salad,  green 
salad,  fruit  salad,  pasta  salad,  pickles,  two  hot  dogs, 
a  hamburger  in  a  bun,  and  two  brownies.  He  said, 
with  a  wide,  unembarrassed  smile,  “I  love  to  eat.”  To 
which  I  answered,  “I  love  to  cook.” 

As  I  was  leaving  the  party,  he  said,  “Whenever 
you  want  to  walk  Potrero  Hill...,”  and  handed  me  a 
small  piece  of  paper  with  his  name  and  phone  num¬ 
ber  on  it.  I  slipped  it  into  a  drawer  when  I  got  home. 

About  a  month  later,  I  left  a  message  on  his  voice 
mail  that  I’d  call  about  Potrero  Hill  after  I  did  my 
Fountains  and  Falls  hike  at  Halloween.  Mmmmm. 
This  is  his  work  number  —  a  signal  he’s  married ? 

He  surprised  me  by  turning  up  at  10  a.m.  at  the 
Ferry  Building  for  the  fountains  walk.  Eight  miles 
later,  near  the  entrance  to  the  old  Academy  of  Sci¬ 
ences  museum  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  where  we  were 


headed  to  see  our  last  fountain,  I  invited  him  to  join 
a  small  group  of  hikers  at  dinner  at  a  Chinese  restau¬ 
rant  on  Irving  Street. 

“I’d  like  to,  but  —  other  plans,”  he  said.  Ah,  his 
wife’s  got  dinner  on  the  table. 

Two  weeks  later,  a  cream-colored  envelope  arrived 
with  his  name  and  return  address.  I  savored  its  tex¬ 
tured  linen  weave  between  my  fingers  as  I  would  an 
expensive  fabric.  Then  I  slid  a  letter  opener  across 
the  top.  His  note  began,  “Your  fountains  hike  Oct. 
30  was  exceptionally  imaginative,  a  work  of  art.”  / 
really  ought  to  get  back  to  him  soon,  before  he  forgets. 

During  a  long  trip  to  the  East  Coast,  I  sent  Louis 
a  note  saying  I’d  call  as  soon  as  I  got  home.  We 
scheduled  a  walk  over  Potrero  Hill  for  mid-Decem¬ 
ber,  but  it  rained  that  Saturday. 

When  I  phoned  to  postpone  and  we’d  talked  a 
while,  I  said,  “How  about  a  movie?” 

“Which  one?” 

“ Anna  Christie ,  the  unexpurgated  German  origi¬ 
nal,  at  the  Castro,”  I  answered,  thinking  how  much 
fun  it  would  be  to  see  Greta  Garbo  in  her  first  talk¬ 
ing  movie.  He  agreed  immediately. 

After  the  show,  since  Louis  had  a  cold,  I  invited 
him  home  for  some  of  my  curative,  homemade 
chicken  soup  with  rice. 

“Yes,”  he  said,  as  I  refilled  his  bowl  a  second  time, 
with  soup  so  hot  it  steamed  up  his  glasses.  “I’m  glad 
you  love  to  cook.” 

The  next  day,  warm  with  December  sunshine,  he 
showed  me  the  ins  and  outs  of  Potrero  Hill,  kissing 
me  at  every  opportunity — at  the  top  near  the  recre¬ 
ation  center,  inside  a  community  garden  at  a  plot 
filled  with  carnivorous  plants,  and  even  on  noisy 
Potrero  Boulevard.  The  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history — 
but  not  ours  alone. 

Many  hikes  later  and  after  we’d  lived  together 
a  few  years,  we  decided  to  share  our  happiness 
with  other  Sierra  Club  hikers  by  creating  a  Valentine 
Lovers’  Hike.  This  hike,  too,  would  be  followed  by 
a  potluck  at  the  Alpine  Club,  but  with  music  and 
dancing  and  a  large  chocolate  sheet  cake  topped 
with  red  roses  and  “Lovers’  Hike”  spelled  out  in  red 
frosting  inside  a  big  red  heart. 

The  true  heart  of  the  day,  though,  would  be  the 
hike.  The  route  would  duplicate  the  one  Bob  Muller 
had  led  on  Mount  Tam,  but  our  hike  would  also  be 
different:  at  every  stop,  we’d  read  a  poem  —  about 
nature  or  love.  And  when  we  reached  the  log  where 
Louis  had  been  sitting  the  day  we  met,  we’d  reenact 
.  our  meeting,  with  Bob  Muller  repeating  his  Cupid 
line,  “Hey,  Louis.  What  are  you  doing  there?”  To 
which  Louis  would  again  answer,  “Just  waiting  for 
you,”  but  this  time  he’d  look  straight  at  me. 

We  had  no  trouble  choosing  where  to  stop  or 
which  poems  worked  best  at  a  waterfall  or  a  red¬ 
wood  tree.  But  once  we  reached  the  place  for  our 
dramatic  reenactment,  the  core  of  our  hike,  we 
couldn’t  find  the  log. 

“I’m  positive  you  were  sitting  right  here,  at  this 
bend  in  the  trail.”  I  stamped  my  foot  at  the  exact 
point  where  I  knew  the  log  had  been.  I  stared  down 


over  the  steep,  wooded  slope  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  log,  sure  it  had  rolled  over.  I  knew  I’d  be  able  to 
find  it  and  say,  “See,  it’s  right  here!” 

“No,  darn  it,  the  log  was  over  there,  at  an  angle,” 
Louis  pointed  down  the  trail  about  40  feet,  his  boots 
crunching  cinders  as  he  strode.  “I  should  know!  I 
spent  more  than  half  an  hour  prowling  around, 
looking  over  that  little  rise  in  the  hill  so  I  could  see 
the  group  coming.  I  was  here.  You  were  just  walk¬ 
ing  by!”  He  tried  to  edge  his  way  down  to  what  he 
thought  was  our  log.  Turned  out  to  be  a  newly  fallen 
tree,  too  small  anyway.  The  park  service,  we  agreed, 
must  have  hauled  our  log  away. 

From  behind  us,  a  woman’s  voice  called,  “Louis, 
you  hiking  here  today,  too?”  Her  words  sounded  like 
chimes,  her  green  straw  hat  was  fastened  down  with 
a  billowy  scarf.  Her  name  was  Karen  and  she’d  been 
on  several  of  Louis’  hikes.  Once  we  recounted  the 
tale  of  the  missing  log,  she  offered  an  explanation 
more  captivating  than  any  we’d  come  up  with. 

“I  feel  sure,”  she  said,  “that  your  log  was  placed 
here  by  Venus,  goddess  of  love,  so  you  rwo  would 
meet.  And  after  the  log  had  served  its  purpose, 
Venus  withdrew  it  and  took  it  back  to  the  upper 
world  for  future  use.”  Hmmmm.  Well,  who  knows? 

On  the  day  of  our  hike,  when  we  reached  the  spot 
Louis  had  chosen  for  the  reenactment,  we  began 
with  Karen’s  Venus  story.  Right  after  the  log-less 
minidrama,  we  asked  each  hiker  to  say  something 
about  him-  or  herself.  We  hoped  they’d  have  gotten 
to  know  one  another  during  the  walk  and  maybe 
even  paired  up.  We’d  planned  the  hike  to  give  them 
just  such  a  chance. 

But  as  we  went  around  the  circle  of  29  men  and 
women,  ranging  in  age  from  about  30  to  70,  we 
found  no  lovers-in-waiting.  Only  couples  who  had 
met  on  Sierra  Club  hikes  over  the  years  and  were 
now  dating  or  married.  Why  the  odd  number?  One 
hiker’s  wife  was  home  sick. 

While  we  had  not  exactly  achieved  our  goal,  we 
did  confirm  an  axiom  of  romance:  that  shared  in¬ 
terests  bring  lovers  together.  Now,  nearly  15  years 
after  our  first  meeting  on  Mount  Tam,  Louis  and  I 
are  planning  to  lead  our  second  Valentine  Lovers’ 
Hike.  And  this  time  we  hope  at  least  a  few  lovers- 
in-waiting  will  join  us. 

Glen  Park  resident  Jeanne  Halpern  has  published  articles  about 
travel,  family,  and  health  in  the  New  York  Times,  Woman’s  Day , 
the  Chicago  Tribune,  and  a  dozen  or  so  other  publications.  She 
also  taught  American  literature  and  authored  several  books  dur¬ 
ing  her  eight  years  as  a  professor  at  Purdue  University  in  Indi¬ 
ana.  Since  retiring,  she’s  written  mainly  personal  essays  and 
memoirs,  and  her  favorite  is  “Betting  on  Uncle  Louis,”  which 
is  included  in  Paul  Auster’s  2001  collection  I  Thought  My 
Father  Was  God.  She  also  has  an  essay  in  the  Wednesday  Writ¬ 
ers’  anthology,  Something  That  Matters,  2007.  For  1 8  years,  she’s 
been  a  Sierra  Club  hike  leader  in  San  Francisco,  conducting 
about  two  dozen  hikes,  including  “Diamonds  in  the  Rough,” 
which  featured  four  parks  and  playgrounds  in  Noe  Valley. 

Halpern  invites  Noe  Valley  Voice  readers  to  join  her  and  her 
partner _of  15  years,  Louis  Prisco,  on  their  Valentine  Lovers’ 
Hike  on  Mount  Tamalpais,  Saturday,  Feb.  9.  It  starts  at  9:15 
a.m.  at  the  California  Alpine  Club,  730  Panoramic  Highway, 
Mill  Valley,  near  the  Mountain  Home  Inn.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  415-841-1254. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you  to  submit  fiction,  literary  nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  publication  on  the  Last  Page.  Please  mail  manuscripts,  which  should  be  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  email  lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com.  Don’t  forget  to  include  your  name,  address, 

and  phone  number,  and  an  SASH  if  you  want  your  manuscript  returned.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


